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Little chance SC will stop 
Erap’s departure today 

By Philip C. Tubeza, 

Gil Cabacungan Jr. 

and Christian V. Esguerra 

THE POSSIBILITY of Chief Justice Hilario Da- 
vide Jr. stopping former President Joseph 


Estrada from traveling to Hong Kong is a long 
shot, the spokesperson of the Supreme Court 


Italian cops create 


image of Jesus at 12 


ROME—Using the same 
technology that adds 
wrinkles to the drawings 
of Matia bosses to identify 3 
them after decades on the 

lam, the Italan police 

have shaved years, and a 
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Tidal waves kill 7,000 


Earthquake, 
tsunamis 
slam 5 Asian 
countries 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka—The most 
powerful earthquake in 40 years 
triggered massive tidal waves 
that slammed into coastlines 
across Asia on Sunday, killing 
more than 7,000 people in Sri 
Lanka, India, Indonesia, Thailand 
and Malaysia. 

Tourists, fishermen, hotels, homes 
and cars were swept away by walls of 
water unleashed by the 8.9-magnitude 
earthquake, centered off the west coast 
of the Indonesian island of Sumatra, 
where at least 1,902 people were killed 
by floods and collapsing buildings, offi- 
cials said. 

But the scope of the disaster became 
apparent only after waves as high as six 
meters (20 feet) crashed into coastal 
eas throughout the Indian Ocean and An- 
daman Sea. (See photos on Page A22.) 

In Sri Lanka—some 1,600 km west of 
the epicenter—3,000 had been killed, 
the prime minister's office said. One mil- 
lion more were affected by the surging 
wall of water, the government said. 

Indian officials said as many as 
1,900—perhaps many more—had been 
killed along the southern coast. Another 
198 were confirmed dead in Thailand, 42 
in Malaysia and two in Bangladesh. Thou- 
sands of people were missing, many of 
them fishermen at sea, and rescue work- 
ers struggled against floodwaters to find 
and evacuate stranded victims. 

‘The death toll climbed throughout the 
day and was expected to grow even high- 
eras more bodies were discovered. Hun- 
dreds of bodies were found on various 
beaches along India’s southern state of 
"Tamil Nadu, and more were expected to 
be washed in by the sea, officials said. 

"| was shocked to see innumerable 
fishing boats flying on the shoulder of 
the waves, going back and forth into the 
sea, as if made of paper,” said P Ramana- 
murthy, 40, a resident of the neighboring 
Indian state of Andhra Pradesh 

“Many boats were upturned, but fish- 
ermen were still holding on to them,” Ra- 
manamurthy said. “They also were 
pushed into the sea. It was shocking.” 

Among those killed along India's 
‘Andhra Pradesh state were 32 people, in- 
cluding 15 children, who had gone into 

‘TIDAL WAVES! A21 


PARADISE LOST: Aerial view of 
devastation wrought by a tsunami 
the resort island of Phuket, Thailand. 

3 scores 


What are tsunamis? 


‘Tsunamis like those that wreaked havoc 
‘across Asia on Sunday, leaving thousands 
dead, are massive waves that are usually 
caused by earthquakes deep under the 
‘ocean floor and can travel vast distances. 
Born of strongyseismic shocks, tsunamis 
can reach huge heights and speeds, pick- 
ing up strength as they cross the 
ocean—often with disastrous results 
thousands of kilometers from their origin. 
Despite their strength, they can be barely 
noticeable out at sea. AFP 
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No hit list of counterrevolutionaries-Sison 


JOSE Maria Sison, founder of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines, said yes- 
terday the CPP and its armed wing, the 
New People's Army, were not kecping a 
hit list of counterrevolutionaries. 

Sison was reacting to an open letter by 
UP professor Walden Bello and Akbayan 


Quezon folk 
find lifeline 
in charcoal 


By Delfin T. Mallari jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


REAL, Quezon—Although residents here 
hhave not completely recovered from the 
tragedy of losing their loved ones and 
their homes, they are faced with the 
harsh reality of earning a living, 
‘When life gives you lemons, you make 
lemonade. 
Here, life gave them logs--lots of 
them scattered along the coastline. So 
QUEZON AB 


Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales asking him 
whether they and the others, who were 
identified as counterrevolutionaries in 
the Dec. 7 issue of the CPP publication 
Ang Bayan, would be killed one by one. 
Bello and Rosales were referring to the 
diagram of individuals and organiza- 


tions and their links to Troskyites and so- 
cial democrats abroad. 

“Any honest reader can see for himself 
or herself that this diagram is nothing 
more than a presentation of the frag- 
mentation of pseudo-revolutionary petty 
bourgeois grouplets in the Philippines 


and their connections mainly with vari- 
ous Trotskyite factions abroad,” Sison, 
who is now based in The Netherlands, 
said in a statement e-mailed to the In- 

ouer. 
Sison, chief political consultant of the 
NOHITUIST/A21 


Sunken boats lose legacy of relics 


cacr rre 


ADIVER explores the wreckage of a boat off Palawan. 


xl 


By Jofelle P. Tesorio 


and Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


TWO SUNKEN vessels—one in Palawan and an- 
other in Quezon, and both of great historical va 
ue—are slowly being divested of bits and pieces as 
well as precious cargo. 

In Palawan, a US patrol torpedo (PT) boat that 
was part of the convoy that accompanied Presi 
dent Manuel Quezon and Gen. Douglas MacArthur 
on their way to Australia and the United States in 
1942, is being sold piece by piece by treasure 
hunters and some fishermen, according to Jess de 
la Torre, a local historian, 

De ia Torre, who is writing a book on the history 
of Palawan, made the alarming discovery during a 
recent visit to the Tagawayan Cove in Barangay 
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Gov't takes bold 
step in Naia 3 
takeover 


By Amando Doronila 


IN A RARE demonstration of political 
will, the administration finally got out of 
anit and acted decisively to expropriate 
‘Terminal 3 of the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport (Naia 3). 

"To say that the decision was long over- 

due is the height of banality, It also un- 
derstates the exas- 
perating reluc- 
ANALYSIS tance of the ad- 
ys ministration of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to exercise 
the powers of the presidency and the 
state to take bold steps to implement a 
longstanding decision (expropriation) 
that is clearly in the public interest and 
that flows from a Supreme Court deci- 
sion annulling the corruption-ridden 
contracts on the terminal. 

What is surprising about the move to 
ask a court to allow Naia 3 to be opened 
by the middle of 2005 is that the admin- 
istration has taken too long to act to dis- 
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GMA orders relocation mnn. 
e By Norman Bordadora and Blanche Rivera 
of 1 ; 500 Real families br ore terreri 


royoadministration in its renewed bid for reconciliation. 

Calling them “apologists” of the administration, the Pambansang 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr. K 4 , wantstobringChrisumascheerto | Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) said 
B LEE EEN 4 3 a ATA the CBCP should not allow itself to be used in any campaign to 
? - 3 > Nantes sho had been coordi- | downplay rising protests against government policies. 

REAL, Quezon—President | Hi Seir itt the T Pamalakaya said the Palace was using the CBCP as an instrument 
esineen k a MN Ç S Coordinating Council said he | 2gainsttheoppositonand other political forces opposed to President 

ration ofthi c z #4 had requested P127 million from | Macapagal-Arroyo's policies it perceived as “anti-people.” 

dered the preparation of the E uoo oves RES 5: pation Aoetnment foc the “The CBCP is being used by the ringleaders of the [Arroyo adminis- 
resettlement of calamity [ue h ea ee restoration of roads and bridges. "| ation] to stop, if not tone down, the escalating protest" said Pa- 
yictims in northern Quezon. = 3 Already, P32 milion had beenal [ ™alakaya information officer Gerry Albert Corpuz. 

5; During her Christmas Day visit 7 1 a m lottedto himforinitialrehabilita. | , Malacahang has assigned CBCP president Femando Capala to 
Yo the devastated village of Tignoan | aie a tion work. ft a national reconciliation framework that would allow the 
here, she declared that the govem- E ex From the nearby Juliana Resort | Palace to each out to opposition groups and other perceived long- 
ment was eyeing 15 hectares of pri- i where the Presidents helicopter erne a-rae oner Mor LAN 
vate land in Barangay Mapalad asa landed, Ms Arroyo and her pany | "meda Marcos and businessman Eduardo Cojuangco. 

possible relocation site for at least ABOY and his dog watch as President Macapagal-Arroyo's helicopter walked toward the rubble of the Capalla presented the reconciliation plan: to President Maca- 
1,500 homeless families from Real. lands in Barangay Tignoan, Real, Quezon, on Christmas Day. Repador building some 30 meters | Paga-Arroyo and her Cabinet on Sept. 21. The Davao based bishop 

PAG said the Dind wae avay Sheledth symbdlicdimbu, | nd Ft Romeo Intengan, former provincial superior of the Jesuits, 
‘owned by the same family who collapsed Repador building. least P40,000 each. tion of relief packs to 200 calamity SE Suy boa consultations with people involved in the rec- 
owns Adamson University. She Ms Arroyo, Social Welfare Sec- “Our thrustnowistherelocation victims who sported blueand- | °C Sabres 3 E 
Ordered Quezon Rep. Rafael retary Corazon “Dinky” Soliman, of people who live beside river- white ribbons in one hand identify- Cup ES OE won al Yow e Ms Axio aning od 
Nantes to start negotiations with Nantes, Real local officials and banks and in areas prone to flash ing them as relief pack recipients. pele oe “Next year, the chances of ousting this President 
the Adamson family for the families of the victims of the col- floodsand landslides,” Nantessaid. After the President left the | ™ ion of two successful People Power wil be seen,” he said. 
planned conversion of their prop- lapsed Repador building were Elmer Billedo, chief geologist area, throngs of the ribbon-less 
fry as aresettiement site for the gathered under a makeshift tent pf the Mines and "Geosciences Bu... Calamity victims stormed the re Pamalakaya a Red ir ont? 
čalamity victims. beside the rubble. reau, described the target reloca- sort and demanded their share of < 

“Let us all hope that the own- Nantes said that asidefrom the tion site in Barangay Mapalad as the relief packs. BUT JESUIT priest Romeo Intengan, who drafted the national recon- 
érs would allow us to use at least 1,500 housing units that the gov- located “on plains and far away Police interceded and prevent- cliation framework, said that groups like Pamalakaya who profit 
half of their property so that allof ernment planned to construct in from the mountains.” ed what could have been a riot of | from dissension in society, would understandably not like the recon- 
you can start building a new Real, another 3,577 units would Soliman said it was the Presi- hungry crowds. ciliation being pursued by the government and the Catholic Church. 
house and a new'lifein the com- be erected in Infanta and another dent's idea to spend part of her “We'reall calamity victims here, “They believe in armed struggle, they're linked with the NPA 
ing New Year," the President told -1,700 in General Nakar. Christmas Day with the families not just the victims in Repador" | (New People's Army). For people on that side of the political 
the crowd of displaced families ‘The lawmaker said a “liv of the victims of the Repador shouted an old woman with a | spectrum, dissension makes it easier to seize power,” Intengan 
who also lost loved ones in the able” housing unit would costat building collapse. “The President wailing granddaughter in tow. told the INQUIRER in a phone interview yesterday. 

“te the Church people, came forward asa response 1 ihe gem. 
; : , ments call for reconciliation. We saw their appeal had sense. I dont think 
AFP admits massive turnout of Poe mourners scared 'em | sE eE ines mensi 
Intengan explained the framework he drafted followed two 
By Christian V. Esguerra date Fernando Poe Jr crowd might be instigated to “We saw on television that | principles: being ethically upright and politically viable. It stressed 
G “What was really critical was storm Malacahang as part of an the crowd was really huge | the need forcruth-seeking and truth-telling, reparation and restitu- 
NOW IT can be told. Dec. 22, we really feared the buri- alleged plot to unseat President and we would have had prob- tion before any reconciliation is achieved, he said. 

The Armed Forces yesterday al" Lt. Col. Buenaventura Pas- Macapagal-Arroyo. lems if the mourners were He cited several papers by the Vatican, Caritas, the International 
admitted it got “scared” by the cual, AFP information office, This prompted the military to used forsome other purpose,” | Center for Transitional Justice, Swedish International Development 
massive turnout of people said in Filipino in a radio inter- beef up security in Metro Manila he said without identifying | Cooperation Agency and other secular humanist studies as a guide 
mourning the death of moviestar view. amid talk of a power grab, the any group behind the alleged | for the framework. 
and defeated presidential candi- The military feared that the military official said. 
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‘HIGHEST MINDANAOAN' ç 
Lanao solon hits plan to sack NIA exec 


By Carlito Pablo 


BAMBOO, one 
President Arroyo to keep him in 
his post,” she said, 

Dumarpa did not say why 
Paras is said to be up for relief 
from his post. 

Dumarpa said that she has ini- 
tiated a resolution to be co-signed 
by Mindanaoans in the House of 
Representatives to appeal for 
Paras' retention at the NIA. 

“Among the projects he has 
practically completed are the P2- 
billion irrigation project in Mal- 
var, Cotabato, and the Casecnan 
Irrigation Project in Nueva Viz- 
caya, which is still ongoing,” Du- 
marpa said. 

“We want to be represented in 
government by an official who is 
from Mindanao,” she added. 

Earlier, Dumarpa had recom- 
mended the appointment of more 


Muslim diplomats, particularly 
for missions in the troubled Mid- 
dle East. 

She said that the appointment 
of Filipino-Muslim diplomats will 
ensure tighter bonds between the 
Philippines and Islamic host 
countries. 

“This will also attract investors 
from Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries," she said. 

Dumarpa noted that she and oth- 
ers have been fighting for a voice of 
the Mindanaoans in the govem- 
ment “but it seems this has fallen on 
deaf ears as another Mindanacan is 
about to be relieved of his post.” 

Former Justice Secretary Sime- 
on Datumanong was the highest 
Mindanaoan in the Cabinet be- 
fore the elections. He has since 
reclaimed his seat in the House. 


THE CHAIR of the House com- ` 
mittee on social welfare and de- 
velopment yesterday hit the re- 
ported plan to relieve Jesus Paras 
as administrator of the National 
Irrigation Administration. 

Rep. Faysah Dumarpa (Lakas, 
Lanao del Sut) said that not only 
was Paras "quite successful" at 
the NIA since his appointment in 
May 2001 but, more importantly, 
he is currently the “highest Min- 
danaoan in the Arroyo Cabinet.” 

“It seems the old adage ‘out of 
sight, out of mind is an appropri- 
ate phrase that would describe 
the current situation of Min- 
danaoans in the Arroyo adminis- 
tration,” she said. 

Dumarpa was reacting to re- 


acknowledged as 


at 8 pm. at the 
Zone, highlights 


PARAS 


ports that Agriculture Secretary 
Arthur Yap is about to “replace 
Paras, who hails from Cagayan de 
Oro, at the NIA. 

“Paras is the highest Min- 
danaoan in the Arroyo Cabinet 
and we would like to appeal to 
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` Bamboo plays at EK 


biggest hitmakers, will per- 
form at Enchanted Kingdom 
tomorrow, Dec. 28. The band, 


inas' Best New Artist and Best 
Group, will perform hit singles 
from their platinum album As 
the Music Plays,” including 
MTV Pilipinas’ favorite song, 
“Noypi,” and other hits like 
“Mr. Clay” and “Masaya,” 
Bamboo's concert, starting 


Kingdom's holiday events this 
year. Bamboo is made up of 
lead vocalist Bamboo Mafialac 
and instumentalists Nathan 
Azarcon, Ira Cruz and Vic Mer- 


Since its founding in 1995, 
Enchanted Kingdom has been 


of OPM's popular not only for its rides 
but also for its well-chosen en- 
tertainment lineup. 

Enchanted Kingdom, the 
country's only world-class 
theme park, regularly stages 
concerts, dance shows and 
celebrity storytelling sessions 
at its seven different park 
zones. It also features a mag- | 
nificent fireworks display to 
end a day of great fun. 

A trip to Enchanted King- 
dom during the holiday season 
has become a tradition among 
many Filipinos. Enchanted 
Kingdom is located in Sta. 
Rosa, only 30 minutes away 
from Manila. Until Jan. 2, 
2005, the park is open from 10 
am. until midnight, with the 
fireworks display set off at 10 
pm, 
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Pinay jailed in HK 
for stealing coins 
from employer 


HONG KONG--A Filipina maid working in 
Hong Kong has been jailed for a month for 
stealing the equivalent of US$250 in coins 
from her employer to buy Christmas gifts for 
her children in the Philippines, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

Luz Tamayo Crisostomo, 31, had earlier 
pleaded guilty to theft and a judge sentenced 
her on Saturday to a month in jail, the South 
China Morning Post said. It did not give the 
maid's hometown. 

Crisostomo admitted stealing HKS1,940 
(US$250) in coins from a box in her employ- 
er's bedroom and wiring the money home. 

Her lawyers said she wanted her three chil- 
dren to use the money to buy Christmas gifis, 
the report said. 

Court officials could not immediately be 
reached for comment on the report. 

Tens of thousands of foreigners from de- 
veloping Asian countries—mainly the 
Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand--work 
as maids in wealthy Hong Kong for a mini- 
mum wage of HK$3,270 (US$420) a month. 

AP 


"'EX-HK socialite, 
jailbird back to 
role as fund-raiser 


By Fe Zamora. 


SHE WAS a Hong 
Kong socialite and a f 
celebrated fund-raiser. 
Everything changed 
when she was meted a 
life term for the mur- 
der of her lover in 
March 1999. 

A few months ago, 
Ma. Remedios "Baby" 
Bueno-Coady was released and she's back 
home doing what she does best. 

Deported to Manila upon her Aug. 21 re- 
lease from the Tai Lam prison in Hong Kong, 
Bueno-Coady, after a tearful reunion with her 
family in Zambales, linked up with friends 
and associates, reviving her career as a chari- 
ty fund-raiser. 

Already, she has lined up activities for the 
newyear. 

“There is so much to do, so many overseas 
Filipinos to help,” said Bueno-Coady, whose 
life term was commuted to 10 years. 

The 49-year-old former model was re- 
leased for good behavior. She has also main- 
tained her innocence. 

For March next year, Bueno-Coady has or- 
ganized a fashion show featuring top fashion 
designers from the Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
operation (Apec) countries. She is also repris- 
ing a 1996 art/photo exhibit of artists from 
“Apec member-economies. 

"The fashion show, which will be held at the 
Shangri-La Hotel in Makati, features top gov- 
ernment officials and their spouses among 
the models. 

Bueno-Coady said part of the proceeds of 
the fashion show would go to the legal aid 
fund for OFWs who are in jail, and to help fi- 
nance President Macapagal-Arroyo's goal to 
build 10,000 public classrooms nationwide 

“We will also promote tourism here be- 
cause we will be inviting foreign celebrities to 
the fashion show," she said, 

For April, its a golf tournament in Brunei. 

She is organizing the golf tournament in 
Bandar Seri Begawan for the royal family, re- 
viving her ties with the monarchy that started 
in 1987 when she became the sole distributor 
of Van Cleef & Arpels in Brunei. 

She has also lined up trips to visit OFWs 
languishing in jails abroad. As of Decemb 
there are more than 3,000 Filipino inmates 
abroad. 

"They are my priority,” Bueno-Coady said, 
adding: “Its going to be a busy year." 

Her last four months had been just as busy. 

Linking up with the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office, she also helped organize 


BUENO-COADY 


medical missions to Mindoro Oriental, Ca- 
marines Sur and Catanduanes. 
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Hindi peke. Hindi expired. 


Makasisiguro Ka! Gamot Ay Mabisa Na, Abot-kaya Pa! 


Today, over 120 drugstores across the country have been accredited by DOH, BFAD and PITC 
to sell branded imported medicines? Makakabili na kayo ng mabisa'at mas abot-kayang gamot, 
from more accredited drugstores throughout the country - significantly lower than market 
price! Hanapin lamang ang seal of accreditation sa mga botika nearest you. 


IMPORTED MEDICINES" CURRENT | PRESYONG IMPORTED MEDICINES" CURRENT | PRESYONG 
DRUG/DOSAGE GENERIC NAME | MARKET | BOTIKANG DRUG/DOSAGE GENERIC NAME | MARKET | BOTIKA NG 
PRICE BAYAN PRICE | BAYAN 


ANTI-BACTERIALS ORAL HYPOGLYCEMIC/ 

BACTRIM ADULT 400/80mg tab Cotrimoxazole | P 15.60 P 7.00 .60 | 1 ANTI-DIABETES AGENTS 
BACTRIM DS 800/160mg tab Cotrimoxazole | 2750 1250 4 EUGLUCON 5mg tab Glibenclamide P 970 
AUGMENTIN 375mg tab Co-amoxiciav 7200 64.50 I DIAMICRON 80mg tab Gliclazide 12.00 
AUGMENTIN 625mg tab Co-amoxiciav 89.25 80.00 


C9 | BRONCHODILATORS 
ANTI-HYPERTENSIVES VENTORLIN (Ventolin) 
TENORMIN 50mg tab Atenolol 2425 8.80 L. 100mcg x 200doses inh Salbutamol 
BETALOC 50mg tab Metoprolol 11.25 6.00 


BETALOC 100mg tab Metoprolol 19.50 12.00 x ANTI-MOTILITY AGENTS/ 
ANTI-DIARRHEALS 


NON-STEROIDAL BUSCOPAN 10mg tab Hyoscine-N-butylbromide 
ANTI-INFLAMMATORY DRUGS IMODIUM 2mg cap Loperamide 


PONSTAN 250mg tab Mefenamic Acid | ANTI-EPILEPTICS. 
ORAL HYPOGLYCEMIC/ a Pa DILANTIN 100mg cap Phenytoin 
ANTI-DIABETES AGENTS ; l) ANTI-BACTERIALS 
DAONIL 5mg tab Glibenclamide L 19 | | DALACIN-C 150mg cap Clindamycin 


* All medicines are BFAD tested and approved, 


“Now Available at DSAP Accredited Drugstores: 


FARMACIA KAPITBAHAY - Caloocan - Dagat-Dagatan Ave.; Navotas - Bagus St. - CORSAN'S DRUGSTORE Pasig City - Santolan: Santa Lucia: Manggahan - Antipolo - Quezon Ext. Cainta - Bonifacio 
Ave. - CARLOS SUPER DRUG Lucena City - Tagarao Sts., Quezon Ave: Rizal St., Merchan; Evangelista, Evangelista SL: Public Market; Quezon Ave., Cabana Branch; Quezon Ave., Cathedral * C. M. 
Recto - Metro Manlia — E. Garcia St., Q. Mart: New York, Cubao: Marikina - Calumpang - Cavite - Cavite City - CARLOS DIV. - Payless Foodmart, Lucena City; Bagsak-Presyo Supermart, Quezon City 
+ MED-EXCEL PHARMACY Bataan - Orion; Balanga: Botica Bataan, Limay: FARMACIA BORDADOR Bulacan - Meycauayan - EMMAFLOR DRUG Makati City - Pasong Tamo: Buting, Fort Bonifacio; 
Nuevo, Guadalupe Nuevo; Arcade, Sacramento: M. Reyes, Bangkal: Edsa cor. Agutaya St. Kalayaan Talipapa, Guadalupe; Pasong Tirad - Taguig - Signal Vilage - Mandaluyong - Barangka - Muntinlupa 
- Soldiers Hill, Putatan - Laguna - San Pedro Town Center - HANSEL'S PHARMACY - Las Pinas - Almanza - CHAVEZ PHARMACY Batangas City - P. Burgos St.: Evangelista St; Rizal Ave.: Roxas 
Road: Julian Pastor Memorial Market; lustre St., Lemery: Ebora St.; Atienza St., Lemery - EMILENE'S PHARMACY Muntinlupa - Shopwise Festival Mall, Alabang: Alabang1, Public Market: Alabang 2, 
Alabang Public Market » Parafiaque - Better Living Subd.; Palanyag Road, Sucat: La Huerta « Cavite - Bacoor Public Market; Binakayan, Kawit - Taguig - Bicutan Public Market; FTI, PNR Site - Pasay 
- Masagana Citimall; Cartimar Shopping Center » Makati - Guadalupe Viejo - Mandaluyong - Market Place, Kalentong - Manila - Rustan Harrison, Harrison Plaza « Masagana Telamart * Malate - Loveriza, 
San Andres + Quezon City -Shopwise Cubao Laguna - Bray. Nuevo, San Pedro - Times Plaza - BOTICA TANDANG SORA Quezon City - Visayas Ave.: Road 8 Proj. 6 - SAVE MORE DRUG - Manila 
- Lacson Underpass, Quiapo; Yiaya cor. M. de Santos, Binondo - Quezon City - Diliman; Banawa: Anonas Ext., Sikatuna - Caloocan - Bagong Silang: Main Road, Bagong Silang: Sangandaan Market 
and Trading Center; Samson Rd., Monumento; A. Mabini St., Sangandaan - Antipolo - Masinag Market “ Marulas - Pio Valenzuela: Bulacan - Baliwag Market: Plaza Naning, Baliwag: Barrio Bagumbayan: 
Hagonoy: PNR Crossing, Malolos: Mojon, Malolos: Crisostomo St., Malolos; Banga 1st, Plaridel * FARMACIA PERALTA Pasig - Palatiw SL: San Jose: Kapasigan; Caniogan; Rosario; Ugong: Brgy. San 
Joaquin; Kalawaan: Bray. Malinao: Pasig Public Market; Santos St, Palatiw; Market Ave., Palatiw - Pateros - Almeda St.; Aguho * Taguig - Sta. Ana: Tuktukan : Marikina - Sto. Niño; Sta. Elena; 
Farmers/Tumana Concepcion; J. P. Rizal Sto. Niño - Cainta - Ortigas Ave. Ext. - Rizal - San Mateo - Quezon City - San Francisco Del Monte - Makati - Comembo - Cavite - Bulihan, Silang 


And Botika ng Bayan-Coops for Christ Outlets: 
“Antipolo Branch - Lores Country Market M.L. Quezon Ext. Bray. Dalig, Antipolo City + Roosevelt Branch - #88 San Antonio St, cor. Sto. Niño SL, SFDM, Quezon City - Floodway Cainta Branch - San 
Francisco Cainta Floodway, Bray. San Juan, Cainta, Rizal - Bagong Silang Kalookan Branch - Ph5A P1 Bik-17 Lot t Bagong Silang, Kalookan City - Bon! Mandaluyong Branch - 612 Boni Ave., Brgy. 
Plainview, Mandaluyong City - Tatalon Q.C. Branch - No. 24 Familara St., Tatalon, Quezon City - Cogeo Antipolo - Lot 15 Bik. 1 NHA Ad., Bagong Nayon, San Isidro, Cogeo, Antipolo City  Vicas Kalookan 


Branch - 170B Congressional Ave., Bagumbong, Kalookan City - Iligan Branch - 067 B Sabayle St.. Iligan City - Cagayan de Oro Branch - Capistrano St., Brgy. 18 (Infront of NEDA Bldg.) Cagayan de 
Oro City 


And Botika ng Bayan — Stall #5, Ascencion Road, Lagro, Quezon City and PITO, 2nd Floor NDC Building, Tordisillas SIL, Makati City 


More DSAP Drugstores to be Accredited Soon! 
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=" Palace plans to cut short 
Congress” Christmas break 


April Ann dela Torre and her brother, lan Kenneth, who both survived the collapse of the Repador building 


‘evacuation center, make their way througha field strewn 


Christmas Day visit to Barangay Tignoan, Real, Quezon. 


We're stable, AFP 
loan association 
assures public 


By Carlito Pablo 


"THE 32,000-STRONG Air Materiel Wing Savings 
and Loan Association Inc. is financially stable con- 
trary to claims that its funds are being dissipated. 

‘This assurance was made by AMWSLAI 
president Chief Supt. Luvin Manay in response 
to a recent privilege speech delivered by Rep. 
Jose Solis (Kampi, Sorsogon) who raised alle- 
gations of irregularities by members of the 
loan association's board of directors. 

"Be assured that AMWSLAI is stable and will 
remain stable under the stewardship of the in- 
cumbent board,” Manay said in a statement. 

‘The operations of private loan associations 
like AMWSLAI and other military and police- 
related groups have come under scrutiny in 
light of graft and corruption cases hounding 
former and current ranking officers of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

Solis, a former military officer, claimed in 
his speech that members of the association's 
board of directors had awarded themselves a 
total of P77 million in advanced gratuity pay 
under dubious circumstances. 

Solis also raised other issues like uncollect- 
ed loans amounting to at least P2 billion and 
other alleged fraudulent acts resulting to the 
supposed depletion of the AMWSLAI funds. 

Manay, however, said that the “financial sta- 
bility of the association is borne by record: 
which had passed che triple redundancy audi 

“Meaning, firstly, these (records) are audit- 
ed by the internal auditor; secondly, by the ex- 
ternal auditor, the prestigious Punongbayan 
& Araullo Associates, and thirdly, by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas,” Manay said. 
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Monday, December 27, 2004 
John, Apostle and Evangelist 

1st Readi 1Jnl: 

Gospel: Jn2 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Mag- 
dala ran to Peter and the other disciple whom 
Jesus loved. And she said to them, "They have. 
taken the Lord out of the tomb and we don't 
know where they have laid him." 

Peter then set out with the other disciple to 
goto the tomb, They ran together but the oth- 
er disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first, He bent«down and saw the linen cloths 
lying fat, but he did not enter. 

‘Then Simon Peter came following him and 
entered the tomb: he, too, saw the linen cloths 
lying fat. The napkin, which had been around 
his head was not lying fla like the other linen 
cloths but lay rolled up in its place. Then the 
other disciple who had reached the tomb fist 
also went in; he saw and believed. 
Commentary 

In art St. John is represented by an eagle, be- 
cause (as St. Augustine said) no one soared so 
near heaven as he did. Stl, he had his feet on 
the ground too. It was he who showed us, rather 
than the institution of the Eucharist, Jesus 
washing the disciples feec at the Last Supper and. 
saying (equivalently), "Do this in memory of 
me." The mast down-to-earth service of one an- 
other, it seems, is like another Eucharist--cer- 
tainly a communion. As Eckhart put it, “Heaven 
can only work in the ground ofthe earth.” 

He became a disciple first of John the Baptist 
and then of Jesus, who called him to be an apostle 
and nicknamed him and his brother James 
"Boanerges," "sons of thunder" (Mk 3:17). John, 
together with James and Paez, made up the inner 
group of disciples who were with Jesus on the 
heights and in the depths: they witnessed his 
‘Transfiguration and were present in Gethsemane. 
Next to Pater, Jolin was the most active of the 
‘apostles in organizing the early Church in Pales- 
tine and, ate, throughout Asia Minor. According 
to tradition, during a period of persecution of 
Christians by the Romans, John was banished to 
Patmos, where he wrote the Book of Revelation. 
Later he is said to have gone to Ephesus, where he. 
wrote three Epistles and the fourth Gospel. 

‘The prologue to that gospel begins with the 
language of sublimity, but soon we hear the 
heart-swelling words, “The Word was made flesh 
and lived among us, and we sav his glory...” 


laretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
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logs to see President Macapagal-Arroyo during her 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG is planning to cut short the 
lawmakers" Christmas break so Congress can 
resume deliberations on President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's urgent tax reform package. 

“We're not ruling out calling for an early 
special session after the New Year just to get 
our tax reforms back on track,” said Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye in a phone interview. 

Bunye said a special session would allow 
the Senate to jumpstart deliberations on three 
bills—the lateral attrition law, the rationaliza- 
tion of fiscal incentives and the abolition of 
value-added tax exemptions—that were left 
hanging at the committee level. 

Congress went into recess on Dec. 18 with 
only one bill approved —the increase in excise 
taxes on tobacco and alcohol products—out of 

+ the eight revenue measures that President Ar- 
royo wanted passed before the end of this year. 


pata 


who, just a few months ago, boasted that she 
had obtained the assurance of her congression- 
alallies—who dominate the Senate and House 
of Representatives--that at least four of her 
eight tax bills would be approved by Jan. 1. 
Malacanang had considered calling an ex- 
tended session this week but it scuttled the 
plan to give House Speaker Jose de Venecia 
time to recuperate from the pain of losing his 
youngest daughter who died recently in a fire. 
The new taxes are meant to shore up gov- 
ernment revenues to solve the chronic budget 
deficit and avert a downgrade after credit rat- 
ing agencies raised doubts on the President's 
seriousness in solving the fiscal problems. 
Aside from the tax package, Bunye said the 
early special session would allow Congress to 
resume deliberations on the national budget. 
Both Malacahang and Congress are aiming to 
have the budget approved by February next 
year and avoid having a reenacted budget for 


ere This is a big let-down for President Arroyo the second straight year. 
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Quezon folk find lifeline in charcoal 


From page Al 


the people of northert Luzon 
have decided to make charcoal. 
‘The logs that destroyed lives 
and homes have been trans- 
formed into an income-generat- 
ing product that is now helping 
them survive, 
Nora Doce, a resident of 
Barangay Capalong in this 
coastal town, admitted that at 
the beginning, they knew noth- 
ing about charcoal making. 
But with so many logs on the 
shore, they had no choice but to 
Jearn the trade to survive. 
“My husband is a fisherman. 
But he can no longer fish be- 
cause his boat was destroyed by 
the avalanche of mud and logs 
from the mountain,” Doce said 3 
while tending two charcoal pits ea Le 
theyve dug in the beach 3 
fronting the Pacific Ocean. 
Logs of all kinds and sizes lit- 
ter the coastline of Real, Infanta 
and General Nakar. 


Outofpity i weg — œ 


Along the Real-Infanta road, ABOY earns money by cooking charcoal from logs swept into his village in Barangay Tignoan in Real, Quezon, by the spate of typhoons last 


smoke from several charcoal month. 


pits greet passing motorists par- 
ticularly in places where land- 
slides had occurred, 

On the roadside, people sell 


charcoal priced at between P60 "We need more than pity; we coal. It helps us survive. It buys 
to P75 a sack. Out of pity, mo. need commercial interest in the us food even if it's just a single 
torists would stop and buy char- product, Doce said. meal a day,” she said. 

coal. "We make money from char- Doce related that their house 


EDWIN BACASHAS 


had been swept away by mud- 
slides from a nearby hill. 

"IPs good we were able to 
evacuate early or else my whole 


Little chance SC will stop Erap's departure today 


From page Al of sight," said Senior Supt. The documents speak for them- deposed leader, Bataoil said. 
said yesterday. Leopoldo Bataoil, spokesper- selves, and whathe feared isnot “They're not supposed to ac- 
Reacting to an earlier remarkof son of the Philippine National about totake place,” Bunye said. cept gifts or favors from him 
an Estrada ally that a 24-hour’ Police: Singson had earlier threatened throughout their stay in Hong 
temporary restraining order was m to scver his alliance with Pres. Kong. Doing so will compromise 
to be issued by Davide and af- conditions dent Macapagal-Arroyo over the their duty,” Bataoil said. 
firmed tomorrow by the tribunal Bunye said Estrada had com- special treatment of Estrada, in- — “We havea standard procedure 
in full session, lawyer Ismael Khan plied with all the requirements cluding her alleged endorsement in the performance of our duty,” 
for the trip. of the medical leave to the anti- he added, referring to PNP rules 
remote. The Supreme Court ison He cited Estrada's Dec. 20 graft court. on dealing with detainees, in- 
its decision-writing break.” visa application submitted to “There is no political deal. It cluding high-profile subjects like 
Khan, chiefoftherribuna!'s pub- the Hong Kong Special Admin- was an independent Sandigan- Estrada. 
licinformation office alsosaid that istrative Region Immigration bayan decision,” Bunye said ina The PNP is wary that the 
while the Chief Justice had the au- Department, a copy of which statement, adding: ex-President with a habit of 
thority to issue a24-hour TRO, the Malacahang released last week “IF there had been a deal, the gift-giving may endear himself to 
latter had not ordered a specialses- in the course of allaying appre- former President would not have his police escorts and keep them 
sion for tomorrow. hensions that the trip was part attacked President Arroyo the from performing their job. 
“There is no such plan [for a of a quid pro quo with the gov- way he did during the necrologi- Early this year, the PNP came 
special session]. Otherwise,.I ernment. cal rites for FPJ (Fernando Poe 


under fire for allowing Estrada, 
then detained at the Armed 
Forces’ Camp Capinpin, to occa- 
sionally stay at his nearby vaca- 
tion house in Tanay, Rizal. 

The Sandiganbayan eventually 
allowed Estrada to stay at the 
sprawling estate, but under 
heavy security. 


Abuse of discretion 

The Office of the Ombudsman 
had earlier asked the Supreme 
Court to stop Estrada's trip. 

It claimed that the Sandigan- 
bayan abused its discretion in al- 
lowing Estrada to make the trip, 
and raised the possibility that he 
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family would have perished,” 
shesaid. 

Dolce added that the calamity 
victims should not depend on 
relief goods for survival. 

“Soon, all those relief work- 
ers would leave us. We have to 
accept that. We have to be ready 
for that. Besides, the distribu- 
tion of relief packs is no longer 
fair. It now depends on the 
palakasan (favoritism) system,” 
she lamerited, 

Wilfredo Velacruz, a charcoal 
maker from the same village, said 
his fellow villagers were looking 
for regular buyers, "Maybe those 
in the lechon (roasted pig) bust- 
ness would be interested. We're 
selling quality charcoal,” he said. 

Velacruz said charcoal mak- 
ing needed constant monitoring 
to avoid “half-cooked” prod- 
ucts. He added that a "well- 
cooked” charcoal should re- 
main burning in the pit for at 
leastthree days. 

“We have to make sure that 
the soil cover on top of the pit 
would not fall on the embers 
and put out the fire,” he sai 

Velacruz also hopes it doesn’t 
rain, 

“Our charcoal pits are open. 
Once it rains, we'll have to start 
from scratch,” he sai 


might not retum. 

It warned that once Estrada 
leaves, he would no longer be un- 
der the court's jurisdiction and it 
might not able to enforce any rul- 
ing against him. 

The Ombudsman also said 
Estrada could have his knee treat- 
ed here. 

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, the 
ex-President’s eldest son and his 
co-accused in the plunder trial, 
had earlier said that the Supreme 
Court's issuance of a 24-hour 
TRO was a possibility. 

He had warned that the justices 
would be “courting the wrath of 
the masses" ifthe TRO is issued. 


wouldhaveknownit"Khansaid. In his letter-application, Estra- Jr)" 
He said the tribunal was sched. da Jisted five conditions to getap: ^ Bunye was referring to Estra- 


a Ear P wae, | Italian cops create image of Jesus at 12 
Estrada, on trial for the non- * Keeping alow profile during wherein he claimed that after 

bailable offense of plunder, was his stayin Hong Kong. grabbing control of Malacahang, | FrompageAl 

to leave yesterday for knee e Abiding by its laws, includ- Ms Arroyo cheated his best friend 

surgery at the Hong Kong Adven- ing no carrying of firearms. of victory in the May presidential | from the Shroud of Turin to cre- 

tist Hospital. But he could not get Returning to the Philippines election. ate what newspapers here this 

anairline booking. as soon as the medical treatment week hailed as the very visage 


The Sandiganbayan had al- is completed or upon the expiry Strictly professional ofa young Jesus. 
lowed him to stay in Hong Kong ofhisallowed stay. Estrada's four police escorts are "Here itis, the real face of the 
until Jan. 15. © Promising not to seek po- ail members of the Police Security | baby Jesus,” declared the front 

"We wish him well on his trip, litical asylum or refugee status, and Protection Office. The gov: | pass of ihe newspaper Il Gior- 
which we believe will go on as or pursuing other actions ernment will shoulder their air- = Talys la us Z 
scheduled [roday],” Press Secre- aimed at securing long-term are and expenses during the trip. EM a r baee re 
tary Ignacio Bunye'saidyesterday stay in Hong Kong or else- “Theirjobisto ensure thatthe | Corriere della Sera, ran a more 
ina phone interview. where. former President won't escape, |- cautious headline, “Here Is Je- 

Bunye also doused concerns œ Agreeingthatany extension and thathe'll be back safely inthe | sus at Age 12 (According to a 
that Estrada might use his over- of his stay would be at the discre- country on the day he's supposed | Computer).” 
seas trip to escape plunder tion of the Hong Kong govem- to rerum,” Bataoil yesterday told | Dirty bjond hai 
charges. E men’s Immigration Department. irty blond hair 

Those scheduled to go with ae He said Chief Inspector Perez | The image shows a 
Estrada on his first trip overseas Chavit Singson and company should ensure that | 12-year-old boy with fair, 
since his detention are his wife, Bunye said that after the de- Estrada would not flee and seek | smooth skin, glassy blue eyes, 
Sen. Luisa Ejercito-Estrada, his tails of Estrada's trip were made refuge in China, with which the | fleshy lips and waves of diry 
spokesperson Didagen Dilan- public, even Ilocos Sur Gov Luis Philippines has no extradition | blond hair streaked with just 
galen, his doctor Larry Hocson, “Chavit” Singson had come to treaty. enough purple and pink to sug- 
and four policemen assigned to terms with the Sandiganbayan PNP Director General Edgar | gest a sprinkling of cosmic dust. 
ensure his return. decision allowing the ex-Presi- Aglipay wasso determined not to | “rie scientific unit of Rome's 

Led by Chief Insp. Nicolas dentto seek medical treatment in extend special treatmenttoEstra- | Loic force created the image 
Perez, the four policemen have Hong Kong. da that he ordered the four PSPO | PO veer n et 
received strict instructions not “Tbelieve he (Singson) hasum- officers ro maintain a strictly pro- | * the behest of reporters of an- 
to let the ousted'President “out derstood the Estrada situation. fessional relationship with the 


other investigative report about 
Jesus to be televised the night 
after Christmas. For that pro- 
gram, the police took pho- 
tographs from the Shroud of 
Turin and subtracted about 20 
years of aging. 

"It came to us an illumina- 
tion, maybe it was inspiration, 
What was his face like?” said 
Elena Guarnieri, the host of the 
news special. "If that is the face 
on the shroud, then this is the 
face of Jesus asa child." 


Serious doubts 

Millions of Christians be- 
lieve that the Shroud of Turin, 
a linen cloth imprinted with 
the image of a man's face and 
wounded body, is the burial 
shroud of Jesus. But after us- 
ing carbon-14 dating tests in 
1988, a group of scientists dat- 
ed the cloth between 1260 and 
1390, and ruled that it was 


probably a medieval forgery. 

Paul Damon, a geoscientist 
who was a member of the 1988 
testing team at the University of 
Arizona in Tucson, had serious 
reservations about the methods 
the police used. 

“I chink that’s malarkey,” he 
said, 

‘The Vatican refused to com- 
ment about the face of the 
12-year-old Jesus, but Damon 
expressed bewilderment. “The 
boy would not be blond,” he 
said. 

Guarnieri acknowledged that 
the fair complexion was a bit 
fanciful, but said the features 
counted most. 

“Ies very difficult, because it 
happened many years 
ago—we're not magicians,” 
Guarnieri said. "But T am a jour- 
nalist, and this is based on 
truth, Isa discovery” — New 
York Times News Service 


Gov't takes bold step in Naia 3 takeover 


From page Al ‘The same finding of corruption state.” Frankfurt international airport. 
and irregularity was made by the While the administration, The impasse developed over 
mantle all the obstructions set up Senate blue ribbon committee in- which won a new mandate in claims by Piatco, which is seeking 
by Philippine International Air quiryinto the transaction. May, has many faults and is not more than $500 million and by 
Herminals Corp. (Piatco) that pre- "The administration's decision the best available option during Fraport, which wants $425 mil- 
vented the opening of the facility to get a ruling from the Supreme last election, citizens should feel lion in compensation for building 
tointernational aviation traffic. Court nullifying the contract was reassured by a rare assertion of the terminal. 
a correct one, It won the case. strong leadership that can prevail a 
Welcome change The annulment of the contract over narrow private interests. Counterclaim 
The expropriation decision wasa litmus test ofits determina-  Theexpropriation of thetermi- The government has found 
comes as a deep relief and wel- tion to stamp out corruption in nal caught many by surprise, in- these claims exorbitant and "un- 
come change because it signals government. cluding Piatco, those who had reasonable.” It has offered Piatco 
that the administration has now In spite of the vindication of criticized the annulment of the $350 million for the terminal. 
stopped squandering state pow- the administration’s decision to contract and those who didn't ex- Fraport has filed an arbitration 
ers, annul the contracts, it requires pect the governmenttoact boldly. case with the World Bank's Inter- 
‘As early as Nov. 29, 2002, explanation why it has taken But what's most susprising national Center for the Senle- 
when the President announced more than two years to use state the decisiveness of the actiontak- ment of Investment Disputes in 
that she would not honor con- powers to take over the passen- en by an administration notori- Washington, while Piatco has 
tracts which are void, she de- ger terminal. ous for hedging its bets. filed a recovery case with the In- 
clared she would “invoke the full Piatco has been holding the Out of the blue, the govern- ternational Court of Arbitration 
powers of the presidency under country hostage by successfully ment announced on Tuesday that of the International Chamber of 
the Constitution to open a safe, blocking efforts tohavethetermi- the Solicitor General had filed an Commerce (ICC) in Singapore. 
secure and smooth-functioning nal opened. expropriation case with the Pasay On the other hand, the Philip- 
airport.” City Regional Trial Court on be- pines has made a counterclaim of 
She made the speech after the Softstate half of the Manila international $900 million in the ICC. 
Supreme Court had annulled the Naw that the administration Airport Authority. After two years of deadlock, 
gontracts awarded to the Piatco has exercised the power of the Trade Secretary Cesar Purisi-. the goverment realized that the 
pnsortium to build and operates stare of eminent domain, it has masaid the move wasintended to arbitration process could last un- 
Pes international airport termi- ` dispelled some doubtsoveritspo- break the impasse in the two-year til 2006 or 2007, prompting itto 
nal after finding that the con- litical will. For this singular act negotiations berween the govern- take the case out of the hands of 
tracts were tainted with irregu- alone, there is reason to believe ment and the Piatco consortium, external arbiters and to assert the 
larities and disadvantageous to that the Philippine state is norar which includes the German firm state's right of eminent domain, 
the public. all a "soft state" or a "failed Fraport AG. The firm operates the Purisima said: "The govern- 
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ment has been uying very hard to 
arrive at a commercial resolution 
of the situation bit despite all ef- 
fons it failed and therefore, it is 
left with no choice but to expropri- 
ate so that it can immediately pre- 
pare the terminal for operation for 
the benefit of the people." 


Writ of possession 

Things moved swiftly after the 
government broke the standoff. 
‘This time, the courts didn’t block 
the expropriation. The Pasay City 
Regional Trial Court swiftly is- 
sued a writ of possession, allow- 
ing the government to take physi- 
cal control of the terminal 

“The court took “judicial notice" 
that the Supreme Court had nulli- 
fied the contracts with Piatco on 
the grounds that they were disad- 
vantageous to the government, 
This time, the courts aligned 
themselves with the gover- 
ment's point of view.on an issue 
involving wider public interests 
with economic repercussions, 

‘The trial court held: “This 
court entertains no doubt that 
(Naia 3) is a structure for a well- 
defined public purpose. Air trans- 
port is important to the Philip- 


pine economy” 

The Manila International Air- 
port Authority will inspect Naia 3 
on Dec. 28 to determine the re- 
pairs needed to get it ready for 
opening in six months. 

In resorting to expropriation, 
the government recognized the 
right of both Piatco and Fraport 
to receive "just compensa- 
tion"—which will be decided by 
subsequent negotiations. 

The compensation will be de- 
cided by a commission to be ap- 
pointed bya Philippine court. 

This will involve difficult i 
sues. The issue of the right of the 
state to eminent domain is cen- 
tral to this case, but what's most 
important is that the administra- 
tion is demonstrating that its 
pitch fora "strong republic" is not 
an idle boast. It is showing that 
the Philippine state cannot con- 
tinue to be the flogging beast of 
private interests and that the 
weapons of the state to promore 
public interest are not wasted in 
government's hands. 

(The issues of the terminal's 
expropriation and their implica- 
tions will be examined in subse- 
quent articles) 
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Ukraine votes in third Measures to prevent. 
repeat of poll fraud 


e e 
KIEV--Ukraine's rerun presi- notberesidentsofthe region. 
dential vote on Sunday wasset During the November vote, 


after the Supreme Court found the election commissions were 
thara Now 21 poll which offi fie same ss those during a 
i : E aiik Yanukovych be- cial results handed to the rul- first-round election on Oct. 31 
KIEV Ukraine—Rival candi- said he supported tanukovyeh be. F ing party candidate, was rid. when each of 24 candidates 
dates Viktor Yushchenko TUS americans.” E dled with fraud. had a right to representation. 
and Viktor Yanukovych "4 least we now have a chance E Below is a list of measures — Voter Lists: The voter lists for 
faced off Sunday ina repeat to iveas independent people, but | enacted since then to prevent Sundays election are the same 
election triggered by a with him (Yushchenko) we will 3 the same thing from occurring ones used for the first round on 
fraudulent runoff vote and be no more than American 7 during the repeat of the runoff Oct. 31, The voting lists used for 
massive protests that re- slaves," hesaid i g on Sunday. the Nov 21 election weresignifi- 
sulted in An unprecedented Yushchenko, whose face re- | dd 1 Election Observers: A candy longer than those from 
third round in Ukraine's mains badly scarred from a dio : record 12,187 observers have the first round, increasing by 
fiercely d presidential Poisoning he blamed on Ukraini- | à been registered by the central 330,000 voters in the day before 
ely waged presidential en ics, has emerged as the É election commission to moni- the poll. 
contest. Don ransas Hg on tee nio: tor the poll, compared with Voters can now be added to 
The vote is momentous for mentum of the round-the-clock 5,000 forthe previous ballot. voter lists on election day only 
Ukraine, a nation of 48 million protests that echoed the spirit of - Central Election Commis- with court authorization. 
caught between an eastward-ex- the anti-Communist revolutions sion:Thecentralelection com- Absentee Ballots: The num- 
panding European Union and that swept other East European mission overseeing the rerun ber of absentee ballots is limit- 
NATO, and an increasingly as- countries in 1989-90. has four new members and "ed to 0.5 percent of registered 
sertive Russia, its former imperial ^ His backers launched the does not include the represen- voters, instead of the four per- 
and Soviet-era master. demonstrations after Yanukovych tative from Donetsk, where centallowed previously. 
Opposition candidate was named the winner of the some ofthe worst irregularities The issuance of an absentee 
Yushchenko, a former Central fraudulent Nov. 21 presidential occurred. ballot must be approved by 
Bank chief and prime minister, runoff. The Supreme Court later The new commission chief, two members of the local elec- 
wants to bring Ukraine closer o annulled the results and ordered Yaroslav Davydovich, was one tion commission, one from 
the West, while the Kremlin- Sundays repeat vote—an un- of the two members who re- each candidate. 
backed Yanukovych, the current precedented third round being fused to sign the results of the Voters eligible for absentee 
prime minister emphasizes tight- monitored bya 12,000-strong in- UKRAINIAN opposition leaders Viktor Yushchenko (right) and Yulia | November vere. Bina pe a amp ia C 
ening the Slavic country’s ties ternational observer mission. Timoshenko during a rally in Kiev Dec. 22. wo Waka ak pA diy seen 
with Russia as a means to main- As the polls opened at 8 a.m. sions: Ukraines 225 regional atthe time of voting. 
tain stability. pungent wood smoke from cook. In a nearby sidestreet dotted a rift between the Russian-speak- | election commissions now have... Local polling stations make 
Oresta Stepanchuk, a university ing Ares east a gray pall over one with fancy boutiques, two men ing eastern regions, which largely | ¢qualtepresentation from each of a list of all those who have re. 
lecturer in Kiev, said she'd cast het erci of Kievs stately main avenue, with a wheelbarrow filled plastic back Yanukovych, and the cos. | the two candidates. Each com. ceived absentee ballots by 8 
ballot for Yushchenko "because he the Kreshchagk, where jugswith water for thecamp from  mopolitan capital Kiev and the | mission$chiefandsecretary must p.m. on Friday preceding the 
offers us some prospects, some de- Yushchenko supporters have an anachronistic set of publicwa- west, where Ukrainian national- represent different candidates, election and void any unissued 
cent life" Another voter at the camped out in a tent city for the ter pumps. ism runs deep and support for | amd commission members need absentee ballots. AFP 
same precinct, Mykola Vladimirov, five weeks since the second round. "he election crisis has opened Yushchenko is high. AP 
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Fear of war binds India, 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan—The ar- 
tillery has failen silent along the 
batele-scarred Line of Control 
viding Kashmir. Infiltration by Is- 
lamic militants has dwindled, 
and the official rhetoric between 
Islamabad and New Delhi has 
mellowed from the bitter ex- 
changes of old. 


Since starting peace talks a 
year ago, tensions have eased 
markedly between Pakistan and 
India, and this week they begin 
formal negotiations on the thorny 
issue of Kashmir. Hopes of a reso- 
lution appear slim, but the nucle- 
ar neighbors share one goal that 
will likely sustain the dialogue— 
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Pakistan in new talks 


erything from border disputes 
and economic cooperation, to 
countering narcoti 
and preventing nuclear war. 

While the South Asian rivals 
have made tittle 
Progress and mutual suspicions 
relations have trans- 
formed since their militaries faced 
off in Kashmir in 2002, nearly trig- 
gering their fourth war. 
recently reduced its 
troop numbers in Kashmir, while 
Pakistan, a key US ally in 
onterrorism, has turned it 
tion to fighting Islamic militants 
along the Afghan border, rather 
than helping them cross the Line 
of Control to battle Indian securi- 
ty forces. 

Leaders of the two countries— 
enemies since the partition of the 


neither side wants war. 

“Both sides see the need to 
keep the peace process going," 
said analyst Talat Masood, a for- 
mer senior Pakistani military offi 
cial. 

“To a large extent it's become 
irreversible as the consequences 
ofa breakdown are unacceptable, 
mot just to the two countries, but 
to the international community" 

Top Foreign Ministry bureau- 
crats from India and Pakistan are 
due to begin a two-day meeting 
in Islamabad on Monday to re- 
view progress in talks that began 
in February after the two coun- 
tries declared a cease-fire in 
November 2003 in the disputed 
Himalayan enclave. 

In two rounds of negotiations, 
senior officials have discussed ev- 
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subcontinent by former colonial 
power Britain in 1947—have met 
on several occasions, and man- 
aged to maintain the momentum 
for peace despite a change of gov- 
ernment following Mays election 
in India. The prime ministers are 
due to meet again on the sidelines 
of a South Asian summit in 
Bangladesh next month. 
‘Meanwhile, travel. restrictions 
have eased. Citizens, if they can en- 
dure the bureaucratic hurdles, are 
able to reunite with relatives across 
the border, Religious pilgrims, 
ists and athletes have exchanged 
visits, futher demonstrating the 
‘wider public's desire for peace. 
However, the two governments 
remain poles apart on Kashmir, 
and analysts in both countries see 
little prospect of a breakthrough 
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in this week's dialogue. 

Yet complete failure in the 
peace process isn't in the cards ei- 
ther, 

^1 don't see the possibility of a 
move forward in talks on Kash- 
mis” said Khalid Mahmood, a re- 
search analyst at Islamabad's In- 
stitute of Regional Studies. “But 
that won't necessarily result in a 
breakdown in the talks. Both 
sides have high stakes in seeing 
the process continue, 

Pakistani President Gen. Per- 
vez Musharraf is urging both 
countries to move beyond their 
uncompromising stated positions 
on Kashmir. Both claim the divid- 
ed region in its entirety, and India 
rejects Pakistan's decades-old call 
for a referendum of Kashmiris to 
determine its future, 


AFGHAN children pose for pictures in front of the badly-damaged King's palace In western 
Kabul, Dec. 26, The palace was destroyed in the bitter struggles which took place between 
Mujahedin fighters in the wake of the Soviet withdrawal. ne 


World still reels from Islamic 
extremism sparked by Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 


By Rachel Morarjee 


KABUL—A quarter century after Russia i 
vaded Afghanistan, the world is still feeling 
the shockwaves from the rise of Islamic ex- 
tremism sparked by the conflict. 

Soviet troops invaded Afghanistan on Dec. 
27, 1979, storming the presidential palace, 
assassinating president Hafizullah Amin, and 
taking control of the capital in a bid to prop 
upits failing influence in the region. 

The invasion marked the beginning of a 
decade-long war against the Soviets which re- 
sulted in the deaths of 1.3 million Afghans, 
15,000 Russian soldiers and forced more than 
five million Afghans to flee into exile, leaving 
deserted villages and crumbling irrigation 
ducts in their wake. 

“When they invaded us, people took up 
arms, they didn’t have anything. They had 
pitchforks and it gave them a real sense of re- 
sistance against infidels,” said Hamidullah 
Tarai, a government minister under the Rus- 
sians and an advisor to the extremist Islamic 
Taliban regime that later seized power. 

The bitter battle between ill-equipped 
Afghan resistance fighters who were pitched 
against the helicopter gunfighters, MIG jet- 
fighters and tanks of one of the world's then 
superpowers galvanized Islamic feeling 
across the globe. 

The “Jihad” or holy war against the Soviet 
invaders attracted Muslim fighters, including 
a young Osama bin Laden, giving them front- 
line experience in guerrilla warfare. 

Bin Laden's Al-Qaeda network would later go 
on to carry our the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks in the 
United States, kiling nearly 3,000 people. 

"People from all over the world— 
Sudan, Chechnya, Algeria and other Arab and 
Muslim counties- joined the Afghan jihad to 
defend a Muslim country from becoming a 
communist state," said General Kamal Matin- 
uddin, a former Pakistani ambassador who is 
also author of the book The Taliban Phe- 
nomenon. 

"The Soviet army withdrew in a humiliating 
defeat in 1989, driven back by the guerrillas 
whom the US armed and financed, using Pak- 
istan's secret services as an intermediary. 

The struggles against the Russians fueled 
the militant ideology of the Islamists, said 
Afghan defense ministry spokesperson Mo- 
hammed Zahir Azimi who himself became a 
mujahedin ("holy warrior") to fight the Rus- 
sians. 


“People did not think that the Russians 
would leave Afghanistan that soon. 

“Thar is why the ideology needed to be that 
strong, and then they went back to their coun- 
tries with the same ideology and with the con- 
fidence that they could defeat any army" he 
told AFP. 

in the vacuum that followed the Soviet 
withdrawal, a vicious civil war erupted be- 
tween different mujahedin factions backed by 
Tran, Uzbekistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan, but the US turned its back on the 
central Asian state. 

Kabul, which had escaped the Russian in- 
vasion relatively unscathed, was bombed and 
shelled to rubble, killing an estimated 50,000 
people and driving a further million abroad in 
the ensuing conflict. 

By the time the hardline Islamic Taliban 
movement captured the capital in September 
1996, the modern city that had grown 
through the 1980s had been devastated, but 
that did not end the destruction and warfare 
in the north. 

Five years later, just weeks after the Sept. 
11 attacks on the US, Washington launched 
an air campaign to back Northern Alliance 
mujahedin fighters on the ground to sweep 
the Taliban from power, blaming them for 
harboring bin Laden and his Al-Qaeda lieu- 
tenants 

Although Afghanistan took a major step to- 
ward the international community when it 
elected President Hamid Karzai in its first 
presidential election on Oct. 9, the legacy of 
nearly a quarter century of conflict has left the 
country in ruins. 

With irrigation systems lying in ruins after 
decades of war and six years of drought, 
many are barely scraping a living and more 
than two million farmers have turned to 

‘owing opium for heroin production, an il- 
licit rade equivalent to more than 60 percent 
of the country's gross domestic product, 

‘The 18,000 soldiers of the US-led coalition 
in Afghanistan have focused their attention 
on battling remnants of the Taliban in the 
south and southeast, where reconstruction 
has stalled due to continuing violence. 

In the north and west, security has im- 
proved but much remains to be done. 

“The conflict in Afghanistan can end if the 
Americans take positive steps toward its eco- 
nomic development and people in the country 
get jobs, medicines and basic necessities,” 
said Matinuddin, AFP 


S. America drug barons target HK 


HONG KONG—Police in Hong Kong believe a 
massive increase in cocaine seizures this year, 
shows South American drag barons are t 
geting the city asa growth market, a press re- 
portsaid Sunday. 

Seizures of the drig in 2004 jumped al- 
mos: tenfold to 60 kilograms from 6.6 kilo- 
grams in 2003. 

Police said the shift in focus toward the re- 
gion has been prompted by market saturation 
in Europe and the US, as well as the boom in 


Southeast Asian economies, reported the 
South China Morning Post. 

Narcotic Bureau chief superintendent Ken- 
ny Ip warned that there is a growth in supply 
in the city as the street value of the drug has 
almost halved this year. 

“Demand for cocaine In Europe and North 
‘America has become saturated. So drug deal- 
ers have started to expand their markets to 
Southeast Asia, which is enjoying an econom- 
ic boom,” Ip was quoted assaying, AFP 
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US offers guaranteed Sunni role in Iraq, says NYT 


WASHINGTON- The US ad- 
ministration is talking to Iraqi 
leaders about guaranteeing 
Sunni Arabs a certain number 
of high-level jobs in the future 
Iraqi government regardless of 
the outcome of the Jan. 30 elec- 
tion, The New York Times re 
ported on its website late Satu: 
day. 

Citing an unnamed Western 
diplomat, the newspaper said 
US officials had already raised 
with an aide to Grand Ayatollah 

li al-Sistani, Iraq's top Shiite 

the possibility of adding 
some of the top vote-getters 
among the Sunni candidates to 
the 275-member legislature, 
even if they lose to non-Sunni 


lowers 


candidates. 

The diplomat said that even 
some Shiite politicians--fol- 
of 
tani—were concerned that a 
victory by Shiites, effectively 
shutting Sunni Arabs out of 
power, could alienate Sunnis 
and lead to more internal strife, 
The Times said. 

Shiites make up about 60 per- 
cent of the population of Iraq and 
were generally denied power un- 
der Saddam Hussein. But they 
are expected to do well in the up- 
coming election. 

‘The paper said the idea of 
adding Sunnis to the legisla- 
ture after the election was ac- 
knowledged by officials as like- 


but they sai 


Ayatollah Sis- ment. 


leaders have called 
for a boycott of the 
election. 

“There's some 
Alexibility in ap- 
proaching this prob- 
lem, The Times 
quotes an unnamed 
administration offi- 
cial as saying. 
"There's a willing- 
ness to play with the 


Hundreds attend funeral 
of Japanese Princess Kikuko 


TOKYO--Several hundred people attended 
the funeral Sunday of Japanese Princess 
Kikuko, an aunt of Emperor Akihito who died 
atage 92 after years of ill health. 

Princess Kikuko, also known as Takamatsu, 
the name of her royal line, died in a Tokyo 
hospital of blood poisoning related to kidney 
problems on Dec. 18. 

The death came just hours before the 
scheduled wedding announcement for Akihi- 
to's only daughter, 35-year-old Princess 
Sayako. The Imperial Household Agency said 
the wedding was being put off until further 
notice. 

‘At the Toshimagaoka Cemetery in Tokyo, 
some 560 mourners, including Prime Minis 
ter Junichiro Koizumi and Akihito's eldest 
son, Crown Prince Naruhito, and his wife 
Princess Masako, paid their respects to the 
late princess. 

Princess Sayako, who is set to marry com- 
moner Yoshiki Kuroda, 39, a childhood friend 
who works in the city planning bureau for the 
‘Tokyo metropolitan government, was also at 
the funeral, 

Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko, 
however, did not attend the funeral in accor- 
dance with imperial custom. 

Kikuko, who would have tumed 93 on Sun- 
day, was the widow of late emperor Hirohito's 
younger brother Prince Takamatsu, who died 
in 1987. 

She will be cremated and her remains will 
be placed at the tomb of her husband later in 
the day. 

She was the granddaughter of the last of 
the shoguns, Japan's feudal rulers until the 
Meiji Restoration of 1868 which gave power 
to the emperor and marked the start of 
Japan's modernization. 


India to curb 
export of cheap 
generic drugs 


PARIS—India enters the new year committed 
to effectively curbing its role as prime world 
exporter of cheap generic drugs, whose avail- 
ability is seen as vital to helping the world's 
poorest sufferers. 

The largely westem manufacturers of 
brand-name patented drugs want protection 
against copying. But those in the front line in 
the fight against death and disease in the 
‘Third World say the lack of generic versions of 
Future drugs will deny the neediest access to 
the latest medicine. 


JAPANESE Crown Prince Naruhito (right) 
and Crown Princess Masako paying their 
respect to the late Princess. mamas 


‘The princess took an unusually modern 
role for someone so entrenched in the world's 
oldest monarchy when she wrote a magazine 
article in 2002 in favor of changing dynastic 
rules to let a female ascend Japan's Chrysan- 
themum Throne. 

Under the 1948 Imperial Household Law, 
only a male heir can ascend the throne. No 
boys have been born to the imperial family 
since 1965, potentially spelling crisis for royal 
succession. 

Grown Prince Naruhito and Princess 
Masako have only one child, 3-year-old 
Princess Aiko. 
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India is at present 
the words ` third- 
biggest producer and 
prime exporter d 
generic drugs, which 
are cheaper than drugs 
sold under patent. 

it has hitherto not 
recognized interna- 
tional drug patents, 
thereby leaving its 
pharmaceutical in- 
dustry with a half- 
million-strong work- 
force free to copy for- 
eign products. 

Butas of January, it 
will fall into line with 
World Trade Organi- 
zation (WTO) rules 
and so will generally 
not be able to provide 
cheap copies of future 
developments in the 
field of pharmaceuti- 
cals, or of drugs mar- 
keted since 1995 
whose creators have 
applied for patents. 

“This is going to 
make treatment dearer 
and there will be no 
more accessible generic 
drugs to treat the poor- 
est with latest prod- 
ucts,” wamed the med- 
ical charity Medecins 
sans Frontieres (Doc- 
tors Without Borders, 
MSF). AFP 
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ly to be difficult to carry out, 
it might be neces- 
sary to avoid Sunni estrange- 


Much of the current violence 
is taking place in Sunni-domi- 
nated areas in the central part of 
the country, and some Sunni 


end result—not changing the 
numbers, but maybe guarantee- 
ing that a certain number of 
seats go to Sunni areas even if 
their candidates did not receive 
a certain percentage of the 
vote.” 

But the report said the idea 


TRUSTED ALL OVER THE WORL' 
troducrg 


h 
Pulmo-Aide Compact Compressor 
Vilbiss USA), gar 


Ca 
Relich thet Laste 
‘Accessories: 
* Pediatric Aerosol Mask 


sensitive that admini: 


not want 
vealed. 


m? 


p 


of altering election results is so 


officials who spoke about it did 
their names 


Some experts on Iraq say such 
talk could undercut efforts to 
drum up support for voting in 
Sunni areas, the paper pointed 
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Toyota Honorary 
Chairman Toyoda and 
Philippine President 
Arroyo offer a toast to 
the labor and 
management of 
Toyota Autoparts 
Philippines... 
for the attainment of 
Toyota global quality 
standard. 


T: Toyota Group in the 
Philippines is forging ahead 
in the transformation of the 
country imo an industrial hub in 
the ASEAN for autoparts 
manufacturing and exports. 


“This year, the largest Toyota 
manual transmission 
manufacturing plant outside. 
Japan — Toyota Autoparts 
Philippines... started exporting 
transmission assemblies to Japan, 
marking a milestone in achieving 
the highest quality standards of 
"Toyota Motor Corporation of 
Japan. 


YEAREND REPORT 


Achievement of Japan's hi 


“Toyota Honorary Chairman, 
Dr. Shoichiro Toyoda and Senior 
Managing Director Akio Toyoda 
joined Philippine President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo in highlighting 
this achievement at the company's 
manufacturing facility in Santa 
Rosa, Laguna, south of Manila 


Autoparts and of Toyota Motor 
Corporation said "We are proud 
that these Philippine-made 
transmission assemblies are now 
major component of the Toyota 
Global Supply Network" 

"One primary task that we have 

set up for ourselves is to enhance 
our contribution to the Philippine 
economy by expanding exports 
fron; the Philippines,” ssid TMC's 
Dr. Shoichiro Toyoda. "To fulfill 
this aim, we have now decided to 
start exporting automotive 
transmissions to Japan.” 


“This shows our commitment 
towards the development of the 
automotive industry,” added 
Dr. Ty. 


The Toyota Group in the 
Philippines has been generating 
jobs especially for the Greater 

snd, 
Presently Toyota employs more 
than 10,000 and is active in the 
continuous skills development 
programs chit empower local 
engincers and technicians with 
updated techniques. 


"Toyota Autoparts has been 
assigned by Toyota the role of a 
productive base for the global 
market" added Dr. Toyoda. 


In response, Dr. George 
SK. Ty, Chairman of Toyota 


Philippine-made transmission assemblies 
now exported to Toyota Japan 


ighest quality standards, a model 


of successful labor and management cooperation. 


‘The Toyota Group's 
performance in the Philippines 
puis both labor and management 

a ina leadership position io the 
industry. Toyota Motors 
Philippines’ consistent top 
position in industry sales reflects 
the harmonious labor and 
management cooperation in 
continuously improving quality. 
efficiency and on-time delivery of 
automotive products 


“Toyota is determined to help 
row the Philippine auto 
industry, and to contribute to the 
Philippine economy in the years 
to come, assured Dr. Toyota as 
he and Philippine President 
Arroyo gave a toast to the men 
and women of Toyota in the 
Philippines. 
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Thai PM's Muslim insurgency 
blame-tossing seen as a blunder 


BANGKOK—The Thai premiers 
attempt to shift blame onto 
Malaysia and Indonesia for his 
failure to quell an Islamic insur- 
gency in southern Thailand was a 
blunder that threatened regional 
. ties, analysts warned. 

‘Thaksin Shinawatra's adminis- 
tration had often stressed that 
mounting separatist violence in 
the south that has left more than 
560 people dead this year was fu- 
eled in part by Muslims returning 
radicalized from study overseas. 

But when he stated in a weekly 
radio address Dec. 18 that Thai 
militants were training across the 
border in the jungles of Malaysi 
and had received inspiration 


from extremists in Indonesia, he 
stirred up a hornets’ nest. 

“It was a huge breach of diplo- 
maticetiquette for the prime min- 
ister, who shouid not make such 
comments in public,” said 
Phuwadol Songprasert, a lecturer 
in regional relations at Bangkok's 
Kasetsart University. 

“Such comments have made 
both the Malaysian and Indone- 
sian governments unhappy" and 
could damage their ties with the 
majority Buddhist kingdom, he 
told AFP 

Kuala Lumpur, which has de- 
tained some 80 alleged Islamic 
militants of the Al-Qaeda-linked 
Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) extremist 


network, bristled at Thaksin's 
words, with Premier Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi denying the 
charge and expressing disap- 
pointment Thaksin did not use 
diplomatie channels to air his 
view. 

Jakarta called on Thaksin to 
explain his allegations and 
threatened to lodge an objec- 


Thaksin invoked 

n of Southeast 

Asian Nations (Asean) covenant 
of non-interference in the af- 
fairs of its 10 members, when he 
threatened to walk out of last 
month's Asean summit if it 
broached the topic of Muslim 


unrest in his country. 

Most Asean states are to some 
degree battling local insurgen- 
cies, yet no other regional leader 
in recent years has so bluntly 
broadened the blame for such un- 
rest to foreign soil. 

"When you make mistakes 
and you can't contain something 
inside your own country, you 
therefore try to externalize the 
problem,” said Sen. Kraisak 
Choonhavan, who chairs the 
‘Thai Senate's committee on for- 
eign affairs. 

Thaksin backed off from the 
comments, claiming they had 
been distorted by the media. But 
thedamagewasdone. AFP 
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FOR MUSLIM WOMEN 

A model presents a headscarf during the “Walk of Islam" fashion 
show in Berlin Dec. 25. The presentation by German and Germany- 
based Turkish designers is organized for Muslim women and is the 
first such event in Germany, according to Werkstatt der Kulturen, or 


theculture workshop. 


scura 


Computer glitch triggers 
US airport aggravation 


HEBRON, Kentücky—Days of 
bad weather, a computer mal- 
Function and sick airline employ- 
ees put tens of thousands of trav- 
elers in holiday limbo, with Co- 
mair canceling all its flights and 
US Airways trying to reconnect 
thousands of pieces of luggage 
with their owners. 

Throngs of waiting passengers 
milled about Saturday at Co- 
mairs hub at Cincinnati/North- 
em Kentucky International Air- 
port. At Philadelphia Internation- 
al Airport, several hundred peo- 
ple stood in long lines at sparsely 
staffed US Airways checkin 
counters and piles of suitcases 
were scattered throughout the 
baggage claim area. 

Cynthia Mayer, waiting to re- 
turn home to Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, on a Comair fight from 
Cincinnati, lost both her flight 
and her luggage, and said her 
earliest flight home would be late 
Monday night. 

“They offered me a toothbrush 
—4 kit with a toothpaste and a 
toothbrush,” Mayer said, chuck- 
ling. 

Comair, a Delta Air Lines sub- 
sidiary, canceled all its 1,100 
flights on Saturday because com- 
puter problems knocked our its 
system that manages flight as- 
signments, company spokesper- 
son Nick Miller said. The cancel- 
lations affected 30,000 travelers 
in 118 cities, he said. 

Miller said Comair planned to 
have limited flights on Sunday. Offi- 
dak had not decided which fights 


. or when the planes would begin to 


take off, he said late Saturday. 

The problem was triggered in 
part by flights canceled Thursday 
and Friday because of a winter 
storm that hit Ohio particularly 


hard, Miller said. The airline had 
canceled most of its Thursday 
flights after it ran critically low on 
devicer fluid. 

"There was a cumulative effect. 

ith the canceled flights and try- 
ing to get crew assigned that 
caused the system to be over- 
whelmed, he said. “It just 
stopped operating." 

US Airways, meanwhile, had 
passengers and thousands of 
pieces of luggage stranded at 
Philadelphia International Air- 
port—for the third day in a row. 

The airline blamed the can- 
celed flights—including 143 on 
Saturday—and baggage backups 
on severe weather Thursday com- 
pounded by record numbers of 
employees calling in sick, accord- 
ing toa company statement. 

Systemwide, the airline can- 
celed 80 flights Saturday and 176 
flights Friday, airline spokesper- 
son Amy Kudwa said, 

Spokespeople for the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists 
and Aerospace Workers, which 
represents US Airways baggage 
handlers, and the Association of 
Flight Attendants said they had 
not organized any job actions. 

US Transportation Secretary 
Norman Y. Mineta has directed se- 
nior officials to talk with US Air- 
ways management about prob- 
Jems at the airport, Transportation 
Department spokesperson Robert 
Johnson said Saturday. 

Philadelphia is a US Airways 
hub, bur the baggage backups ex- 
tended to other East Coast airports. 

“They ruined everybody's 
Christmas,” said Shirley Malave, a 
New Jersey resident who flew from 
Philadelphia to Florida on Samur- 
day to be with relatives. She ar- 
rived, but her luggage did not. AP 


Space station astronauts 
get Christmas delivery 


WASHINGTON—An unmanned 
Russian supply ship docked with 
the International Space Station 
on Saturday, delivering food, wa- 
ter and Christmas presents to as- 
tronauts running low on sup- 
plies. 

Progress M-51 linked up with 
the station at 6:58 p.m. (1:58 
a.m. in Manila), bringing 2.5 tons 
‘of supplies for American astro- 
naut Leroy Chiao and Russian 
Salizhan Sharipov, including let- 
ters, videos and photographs 
from their families. 

The supply ship complered “ 
flawless two-day Christmas pil- 
grimage to the International 
Space Station,” said a commenta- 
tor on Nasa TY, which relayed live 
Russian images of the ren- 
dezvous. 

“Docking occurred 225 statute 
miles above Central Asia—a faw- 
less approach and docking.” 
Chizo and Sharipov were sched- 
uled to enter Progress for the first 
time just after 1 p.m. on Sunday. 

The two, on the station since 
October, were asked two weeks 
ago to cut their daily calorie intake 
by around 10 percent because 


they only had enough food for a 
balanced diet for another month. 

Russian officials accused the 
previous crew of overeating dur- 
ing their six-month mission, leav- 
ing a deficit of meat and milk and 
a surplus of juice and confec- 
tionery. 

The cargo includes "propel- 
lant, oxygen and air to help main- 
tain the station's atmosphere, wa- 
ter and spare parts and experi- 
ment hardware,” according to 
Nasa's website, 

Nasa said it was carrying about 
a112-day supply of food and holi- 
day presents for the crew. 

"The presents include printers, 
compact discs, exercise equip- 
ment and clothing, according to 
Nasa TV 

If the fresh supplies had failed 
to make it to the space station, 
the crew would have had to cut 
short its 6-month mission and re- 
turn to Earth on the Soyuz cap- 
sule that is docked there. 

Progress M-51 had blasted off 
two days ago from Baikonur cos- 
modrome in Kazakhstan, which 
Russia rents from its former Sovi- 
et neighbor. Reuters 
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Time to rebuild 


HE STREAM of donations has turned into a trickle, 

| slowed down by the debris of even more recent 

events: the death of Fernando Poe Jr., the four-day 

Christmas weekend holiday in its wake. Donor fatigue 
may have started to set in, too. 

This is unfortunate, because the victims of the re- 
cent tragedies in Aurora and Quezon as well as less- 

publicized areas in Oriental Min- 
EDITORIAL doro and Nueva Ecija remain in dire 
need. By and large, relief goods or- 
ganizers no longer solicit or encourage the donation 
ofused clothing: there may be enough of that already. 
But food remains a priority: canned goods, instant 
noodle packs, rice, bottled water and the like. Dona- 
tion of services—a volunteer's time, to sort and repack 
relief goods: transportation, to distribute the goods, 
and so on—also continues to be in demand. Cash, of 
course, is welcome, but best coursed. through such 
reputable and reliable service organizations as the 
Philippine National Red Cross. 

A month after the first calamity struck, relief opera- 
tions continue to be the order of the day. But already it 
is time to focus on the next necessary phase: rehabilita- 
tion. In this stage, an already cash-strapped national 
government will have to step up its already consider- 
able efforts to help the hundreds of thousands hurt by 
the successive typhoons. And the private sector will 
"have to make the transition from traditional donor to 
partner in community-building. 

Priority must be given to helping those who have lost 
their jobs or their means of livelihood, by giving them a 
chance to earn again. The national government, work- 
ing closely with the local authorities, can turn the reha- 
bilitation effort into a temporary jncome-earner for the 
'victims themselves. The able-bodied, for instance, can 
be drafted for the short term to help in the inevitable 
cleanup and repair. Clearing the streets, removing the 
litter of logs, getting essential services back on track: all 
these and more will have to be done anyway. Perhaps 
the authorities can speed it all up by getting help from 
those who need to be helped. (Besides, the Arroyo ad- 
ministration knows all about short-term but high-im- 
pact employment projects, having hired a battalion of 
vest-wearing street-sweepers in Metro Manila during 
the campaign.) 

Initiatives such as these will encourage more men and 
women to leave the evacuation centers by day, helping 
them avoid the welfare rut. 

The government must also speed up the work of relo- 
cating the displaced. The President has announced the 
choice of a new housing site, good for about a thousand 
families. But even she knows this is not enough. This is 
where the private sector can come in, and for the long 
haul. Corporate sponsors can help build new houses, on 
safer ground. 

The private sector has successful business models 
to choose from, including those of the Habitat for Hu- 
manity and the Gawad Kalinga project of the Couples 
for Christ movement. Corporations and their employ- 
ee-volunteers donate a little money and a lot of time 
to help build houses in community sites. Instead of 
simply giving money, the sponsors can roll up their 
sleeves and actually, painstakingly, put the houses to- 
gether, working closely with those who will end up 
living in them. 

This model can be useful in the rehabilitation work, 
too. In the late 1980s, the Metro Manila Development 
Authority tried to enlist the help of corporations in 
easing traffic congestion in the capital region, by ask- 
ing them to sponsor the work of traffic direction in spe- 
cific intersections, The project did not succeed, not 
least because of inconsistency in application. But the 
same principle might work in the rehabilitation of 
storm-struck areas. 

A hundred corporations can “sponsor” a hundred sites, 
each one good fpr, say, a hundred families. 

Are we dreaming with our eyes open? Perhaps, but 
both the technology and the simplified process for 
building simple but sturdy houses, like those of Habitat 
for Humanity, are readily available. The need is great. 
And the time is opportune: The calamities have helped 
focus the nation's attention. A concerted, cooperative 
effort to rebuild might just revive the nation’s spirit. 


» = 


Vol.20 No. 19 O 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Email: feedback@inqurercom ph website: htrpjwwwing. ne 


PINION 


Textus your feedback Inquirer opi name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2004 


‘Tis Pes Daar iausen, hc has ts asad aen fess at 
"China Roces Aro corner Yue and Mascardo Sts, Malati City 
“O, Box 2353 Makati Central Pot Ole 1263 Makati City 

+O texphore mamor e 097.8808 correct a dears 
"Sonora Fx 097-4793 097-4794 Advertsing 697-4007 
“Circiton $27-3342/527-3308/520-0183/ 


Tnne 320224, 


EXT 
I] 


ij 


M 


LAST Dec. '8, in the wake of the floods and 
landslides that wiped out entire villages and 
killed hundreds of people in Aurora, Quezon 
and Nueva Ecija, 1 wrote a column advocating 
a total log ban. In the course of the discussion, I 
mentioned some prominent logging families in 
Mindanao who are now among the super-rich 
with family members in Congress, who, in the 
last analysis, will be the ones to craft and pass a 
total log ban bill. Among the families men- 
tioned were the Plazas of Agusan. 

Before Christmas, we received a letter from 
amember of the Plaza family, Rodolfo G. Plaza, 
reacting to that column. In brief, he was wash- 
ing the hands of the Plaza family for the de- 
nudation of Mindanao's forests. 

“The loggers of the '50s and '605,” (to which 
the Plaza family belonged) “is different from 
today’s loggers,” he said. Meaning to say, 
“Don't blame us, the old loggers. Blame the 
new loggers.” He said they cut only mature 
trees and hired forest guards to protect the 
forests—what’s left of them anyway. 

1Ps the old song and dance and game of "fin- 
ger-pointing.” “Who, me? I didn't do nothing 
They did.” Loggers, old and new, point to the 
kaingineros, the latter point to the charcoal- 
makers, and the last point to Mother Nature. 

Butin the interest of fair play, let us read Mr. 
Plaza's letter in toto. Here's his letter, after 
which I have a few more comments: 

“I read with interest Neal Cruz's column ti- 
tied ‘Stop the debate, ban all logging’ (PDI, 
12/8/04) and as a member of one of the log- 
ging families he identified, 1 felt it my duty to 
the public to disclose circumstances that Cruz 
apparently is not aware of, but would be able 
to share with other unenlightened individu- 
als--for a clearer, more accurate perspective. 

“Let the axe fall where it may but for the in- 
formation of Cruz and the reading public, log- 
ging as an economic activity in the '50s and 
"60s was a totally different business from what 


Not quite the 


JOSEPH Estrada spoke bitterly at FPJ's wake. 
He said he and the departed shared an uncan- 
ny fate, Both of them began from humble be- 
ginnings and worked their way to the top of 
the heap by guts, talent and hard work. Both of 
them believed in the rule of law, and fought for 
it against elements that would destroy it, such 
as the “Big Four,” a syndicate that once terror- 
ized Manila and Caloocan, which they en- 
gaged in the Filipino version of the OK Corral. 

And both of them were laid low by the hand of 
treachery, Erap by an impeachment trial based 
on manufactured evidence and FPJ by an elec- 
tion that reeked of fraud. 

Well, the comparison doesn't quite bold, 
and Erap does his bosom friend ill to have 
made it. Not all the tearful goodbye and 
hand-holding can make up for it. It insults 
the dead. 

The one thing in fact that put me off in the. 
riveting spectacle that was the FPJ wake, 
which I watched with the avidness of a fan 
throughout last week, was the sight of Erap, 
Imelda Marcos, Ernesto Macedo and the vari- 
ous creatures from the Marcos and Erap 
regimes that flocked to Sto, Domingo like vul- 
tures. It was 2 grim reminder of the company 
FPJ kept, which tainted his presidential bid. 

In fact, the one big hope the FPJ camp held 
out for disbelievers was that FPJ would not go 
the route of Erap if he won. During the cam- 
paign, my movie-director friends hastened to 
assure me that would be the case, FPJ was not 
Erap, he would never allow himself to be 
swayed by Erap and company into the wrong 
path. That wasn't hard, they said, because he 
wasn't beholden to them. Though FPJ had 
done much to get Erap elected—by Erap's own 
avowal during the wake, FPJ gave up lucrative 
projects to campaign for him—he never once 
‘went to Malacahang to ask any favor. Much to 
Erap's chagrin. 

No, my friends said, FPJ was not Erap. They 
were friends, but they were not the same. But 
looking at the faces, or masks, strewn along 
the front pews at the wake, I wondered if that 
would have happened. If FPJ would truly have 
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it has become in the last two decades. Back 
then, logging was a major source of RP's dollar 
earnings. The Plaza family was engaged only 
in the exportation of timber to foreign markets 
which dictated certain standards for the same. 
This means that we only cut trees of really 
huge diameters. In fact, we had these forest 
lands guarded to discourage indiscriminate 
logging and incursions by rural folk who troop 
tothe forest for their immediate needs 

“The Philippine government during that 
time did not and never required loggers to re- 
forest. There was no law to that effect. Instead, 
under Forest Administration Order No. 64, we 
were required to pay the goverment certain 
amounts so that the Deparment of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources of old will have 
the funds to reforest or replant trees; and we 
did pay our dues. Plus, we also replanted and 
allowed to grow trees that are not of export 
quality. 

“When the Plaza family sold its logging con- 
cession in 1976, it was a well-known fact in the 
province that the forest lands we harvested 
timber from were not bald. We should not be 
held accountable if, because of the absence of 
forest guards, ‘kaingineros' or indiscriminate 
loggers and nomadic forest dwellers suddenly 
had a field day after we left the logging busi- 
ness. 

“Loggers in the "50s and '60s are much like 
the OFWs of today who are hailed as heroes for 
Keeping our dollar reserves well-stashed. 
While it is not our intent to be remembered as 
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been able to tame the ravenous appetites of his 
friends, or prevent them from ravaging his 
rule, when they were as eager to capitalize on 
his death as they were on his life. 

No, FPJ and Erap might have been the best 
of friends, but the trajectory of their lives was 
different. While Erap was delivering his 
speech, | was reminded of an old movie of 
theirs, the first ime think they acted together, 
which was “Iyo ang Tondo, Akin ang Maynila. 
In the movie, they met in the big city and be- 
came fast friends after a brief fight, but went 
on to embark in opposite paths. FPJ went 
straight and Estrada went wayward. Estrada 
died in the end, but not without making a re 
demptive act and ruing a misspent life. Life im- 
itated art--except for the part about making a 
redemptive act and ruing a misspent life. Erap 
has yet to do either. 

The "rule of law" Erap invokes in his 
protest against his impeachment is not the 
"rule of law” FPJ's widow, Susan Roces, in- 
vokes in her protest against her husband be- 
ing cheated. The first is the "rule of law" 
championed by Marcos, the kind where the 
law is used to thwart justice, The kind where. 
legal technicalities rather than the spirit of 
faimess decide right and wrong. Four years 
ago this month, we saw that in full glory in the 
halls of the Senate tumed impeachment 
court: Erap's battery of lawyers, using their 
collective shrewdness to mangle the truth the 
way Marcos’ lawyers—and Marcos himself, 
who was a lawyer—used to. A collective 
shrewdness that failed to hide the truth in the 
end, ironically when applied most ferociously, 
which was to prevent the second envelope 
from being opened. It sparked the second Ed- 


one-time heroes of the Philippine economy, we 
do believe some perspective by well-meaning 
individuals as Cruz is due us 

“Ata time in our history when Mindanao 
was neglected by the central government, we, 
Mindanaoans, showed self-reliance and even 
contributed to the natiorial economy. Now, we 
are being blamed for our industry, out of which 
the whole population benefited. 

"Lam not ashamed to be a member ofa log- 
ging family—because our old business operat- 
ed under a legal and transparent framework, 
in compliance with all existing laws then. 
Thus, Lappeal to the sense of fairness and wis- 
dom of all. If we are to truly hunt down the en- 
emies of the environment, let us be prudent in 
this mission. Let us probe the status of those re- 
forestation funds paid to the environ- 
ment/forestry officials in the '60s and 705. The 
accumulated amount overtime has amounted 
to hundreds of millions and even today, the 
amount can be considered staggering. Let us 
send inspection teams to areas held by the few 
remaining timber license holders and check 
how these forested areas are doing; and let us 
compare these with areas under canceled Tim- 
ber License Agreements which should be well- 
preserved. Rather than finger-pointing the 
‘usual suspects’ who are visible, we may be 
able to find relief in considering ‘invisible 
forces fora change." 

As the saying goes, the proof of the pudding 
is in the eating. If the loggers of the '50s and 
"605 were really that good, why are the moun- 
tains of Mindanao bald? Not only of Mindanao 
but every mountain that had been subject of a 
logging concession? 

"The concessioriaires blame the kaingineros 
who come after them. But isn't it the loggers 
who cut roads through the forest, through 
which: the kaingineros gain access to the 
logged-over areas that they burn and culti- 
vate? No roads, no kaingineros, right? 
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sa. That was the true rule of law. 

More ironically, the "rule of law" Erap in- 
vvokes is the same "rule of law” Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo invokes to stop FPJ's protest dead in 
its tracks. It is the same “rule of law” that al- 
lowed GMA to bankrupt the treasury to cam- 
paign—because the courts ruled there was 
nothing wrong with it—and allowed the Com- 
elec and Congress to rape the electoral process 
savagely like Paquito Diaz did with the hapless 
damsels in FPJ's movies—because the world, 
including civil society, stood by and applauded. 

The “rule of law” FPJ's widow invokes is the 
other "rule of law,” the law that is allied with 
justice, that sees with the eyes of love and 
anger what is right and what is wrong, Despite 
what the judges say, judges who are blind in 
ways that Lady Justice is not. Lady Justice is 
blind only to cash, the judges are blind to truth. 
Despite what government threatens, a govern- 
ment which exists only at the sufferance of the 
citizens, whose current tenuousness and 
fragility owe not to any threat of violence from 
the outside but to the corrosive effect of cor- 
ruption and rottenness from the inside, Lies 
are the greatest destabilizing agents of all. 

No, Erap can never be the fuel that drives 
FPJ's electoral protest along, Nor, heaven. for- 
bid, can he ever be the rallying point of any 
move to drive the country along. He does not 
represent progress, he represents retardation. 
He does not represent health, he represents 
sickness, There is only one person who can 
drive FPJ's electoral protest along, and that is 
Susan Roces, She has conducted herself amid 
her travails with a dignity few Filipinos, man 
or woman, can hope to match. { do not know 
that she can be the rallying point of any move 
to drive the country along, but 1 do know that 
she has class, which is more than can be said 
for all this country’s self-proclaimed leaders 
put together. Self-proclaimed because we don't 
really know if they got elected. 

Erap and FPJ didn't quite share the same di- 
rections in life. But who knows? Maybe Susan 
Roces and her husband would. With different 
results. 
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IN THE PAST two months, many in our midst 
went through so much suffering in terms of loss 
‘of loved ones as well as loss of personal property 
and opportunities, Thus, in this season of grace, 
‘even as we rejoice in those family reunions, we 
remember those who lost their loved ones. We 
think especially of the families of Fernando Poe Jr. 
and KC de Venecia, the young daughter of Speak- 

Mrs. Jose de Venecia. For all the bereaved 

s, the problem, it seems, is letting go of 
their loved ones, and we pray for this grace for 
them. 

At KC's funeral, a most appropriate poem, 
titled “I'm Free," was read by Carissa P Cruz, 
her half sister. It was given by Msgr. Nico 
Bautista, one of the mass concelebrants, and I 
earned later that he got a copy of that poem 
in 1993, from the family of a 19-year-old La 
Salle student named Buffi, who died in 
an accident. To savea friend on his right, Buffi 
drove to his right to avoid a truck parked at 
the Nichols Tollgate. Still, he hit the truck and 

lied instantly, At his wake, his family dis- 
tributed copies of this poem whose author is 
unknown, 


Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free. 

T'm following the path God has laid, you see. 
1took His hand when I heard His call, 
1turned my back and left it all. 


Teould not stay another day, 
To laugh, to love, to work or play. 
‘Tasks left undone must stay that way, 
Hfound the peace at the close of day. 


Igmy parting has eft avoid, 
Then fill it with remembered joys— 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things 1, too, will miss. 


Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 
Iwish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My life's been full, 1 savored much, 


m 


Feeling good 
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Good friends, good times, a loved one’s 
touch. 


Perhaps my time seemed all too brief— 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your hearts and peace to thee— 

God wanted me now, He set me free. 

Perhaps because of the many calamities that 
have visited the nation in recent weeks, readers 
have asked for a respite from politics, strife and 
problems. But even without these sentiments, 1 
usually like to end the year by recalling deeds of 
goodness and kindness that reinforce our faith in 
One another. We can all use what the media at Bu- 
long-Pulungan term “feel-good” stories. 


For instance, two months ago, Fr. Pierre 
Tritz, founder and president of Erda Founda- 
tion, which helps support children of very 
poor families in school, wrote to thank me for 
the article I wrote on the front page of this 
newspaper, in time for his 90th birthday. My 
article detailed Tritz’s lifework among Fil- 
ipino street children, which helps prevent the 
farther swelling of our school dropout statis- 
ties. Tritz wrote that soon thereafter, his fel- 
low Jesuit, Msgr. Federico Escaler, invited him 
to give a talk to some people in Forbes Park, 
Makati, about his very needy students at Erda 
‘Technical-Vocational High School. To his sur- 
prise, his listeners came ready with checks of 
P25,000 each, good for one Erda Tech scholar, 
and Erda Foundation was able to raise 
P175,000 that evening. Tritz also said that 


OPINION 


luckily, when the article appeared, Erda had 
Tome visitors from Europe who were touched 
Y 

This old French-born naturalized Filipino 
priest continues to work hard to help assure 
the very poor students a rosier future. In this. 
season, some of you, readers, might wish to 
Support his scholars. As the saying goes, You 
help a man with alms, and you help him for a 
day; teach him a trade and you help him for 
life.” Call Father Tritz at 732-4327 and 732- 
3198. 

In Cagayan de Oro, Jun del Fierro, a Ph.D. in 
sociology, is so convinced about the work of the 
Couples for Christ with the poor that he has been 
a virtual fountain of generosity for the Gawad 
Kalinga areas in that northwestern Mindanao 
city. First, he provided the funds to build 50 
homes for the poor in Trinitas, each of which 
costs P30,000. Then, seeing the success of that 
project, he donated a one-hectare prime land in 
Pasil, Kauswagan, to the CFC. 

Jun del Fierro and his wife, my UP contempo- 
rary Cora Salcedo-del Fierro, own and run the Cor- 
pus Christi School in Cagayan de Oro. They origi- 
nally earmarked the Pasil property for the e 
sion of their school, which has grown from a little 
nursery school in the '60s to what is now an ele- 
mentary and high school complex. But later Jun 
Junked the idea and instead donated the property 
to CFC's Gawad Kalinga, “I'm grateful to God that 
my family is very supportive,” says Jun. He related 
that he called for a family meeting to consult his 
children, inasmuch as the donation would natural- 
ly affect their inheritance. With parents like Jun 
and Cora, it was not surprising that their kids con- 
sented to give up thelr land to the poor. 

What prompted Jun to do what he did? "To 
please God,” he said. “All is owned by the Lord. 
He has richly blessed me and my family, and 1 
can't help but give back to Him what is His in the 
first place.” Besides, he says, “He did say that 
whatsoever we do for the least of His brethren we 
doitto Him.” 


Written in the stars 


ACCORDING to Gallleo, mathematics is the lan- 
guage in which God created the universe. If that 
1s so, then it must also be the language by which 
He communicates with us. It is the language that 
all humanity can understand equally well be- 
cause iris the only truly universal language. 

"The universe itself moves on a mathematically 
precise “never-ending nor beginning... ever-spit 
ning wheel.” While our fate may not lie in the 
stars, like Shakespeare said, it must be written in 
the mathematically precise positioning of the 
stars and planets thar have a bearing on the peo- 
pleand events here on earth. That is why I believe 
În astrology. 

And this is the reason why I believe—now 
more than cver---that it was Fernando Poe Jr. who 
‘was elected president of this country. 

At the height of the last electoral contest, at 
least throe astrologers, when asked as to who 
would emerge winner of the presidential race, 
became evasive, although it seemed quite ob 
ous that each in his or her own way had a name in 
mind. I rurned out the reason they avoided men- 
tioning any name was that they had 2 common 
prediction: whoever would win might not last 
more than six months in office. (One even said 
she was wishing for one candidate to lose for his 
own sake.) Pressed as to the reason why, they 
replied that there could be some upheaval or in- 
capacitation or... death. 

Jt is all very well that FPJ's election protest 
should die with him. Not many people have that 
much faith left in our judicial system, even in the 
Supreme Court. There is something about Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo that breeds distrust in every- 
thing she touches, even our most revered institu- 
tions. 

Whatever the outcome ofthe canvassing by the 
presidential electoral tribunal would be doesn't 
matter anymore. The majority of Filipinos know 
who really won, and so does the administration. 
No less than Ms Arroyo herself has confirmed 
this. That appeal to ihe Armed Forces of the 
Philippines by a panicky Ms Arroyo was really ill- 
advised, Only in the Philippines could there be a 


Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! How horrible. How ugly! He 
looks like a fur sea... Yes, yes, a fur seal with mous- 
tachet 

Let us describe the fur seal... mean the friar... 

His baptismal name is Ano, because he was born 
on the feast day of Santa Ana; but he gets furious 
and flies into a rage when he’s called Fr. Ano. 

He seemed meek; but after he had been ordained 
and sang his first Mass, after five years in the coun- 
try, eating bananas and papayas and after his ap- 
pointment as parish priest... he has become so 
smart that he is now very rich. 

Let us now consider his figure... 

Short stature; bloated face forming a disk like a 
full moon. Round cheekbones. 

Thick, prominent lips; small eyes roguish and fe- 
line; large, reddish nose, with flaring nostrils so he 
can smell at a distance like a retriever 

Hair, the color of maize; the crown, like a co- 
conut shell with a tonsure. 

Depressed and wrinkled forehead, giving him a 
supercilious and stern look. 

‘Abdomen: above all his abdomen attracts atten- 
tion because of its huge size; its more of a promon- 
tory than an abdomen; because it ends at a point 
near the navel. 

‘Add to all this a short neck... and you have the 
finished pleture of Fray Botod. 

—Graciano Lopez Jaena 

Fray Botod: (Encarnación Alzona's translation) 


IN A DOCUMENTARY that was shown some years 
back, former Vice President Emmanuel Pelaez re- 
counted how, as a young student before World 
War Il, he had been bodily thrown out of the 
Army-Navy Club, which was then exclusively for. 
whites, meaning, off limits to Filipinos. And at 
that time, the country was already a Cominon- 
wealth. An ironic story when you consider how 
Pelaez was mocked in 1963 for making speeches 
denying he was a mestizo. He felt uncomfortable 
about being too white and yet he suffered indig- 
nities at the hands of people who felt he wasn't 
‘white at all 

Tr was treatment like this, at the hands of white 

helped foster Filipino nationalism. 
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spectacle as ludicrous as a head of state begging 
the military to "stand by me, guard all flanks from 
all threats to national security" Now, isn't that 
‘what the AFP is supposed to do? 

But the reason for the tone of desperation was 
clearly Ms Arroyo's misunderstanding of the term 
“national security,” which she takes to mean her 
security and that of her family. As she made that 
call to cur soldiers, she sounded like the lord of the 
manor who ordered the guards to shut all doors 
and windows to prevent the plague from joining 
the masquerade inside, unaware that the “red 
death” was already dancing merrily in the hall. 

Now, who would be the foreign investors fool- 
ish enough to put their money in a country whose 
President, at the slightest threat—real or imag- 
ined—to her person, would set up a ridiculous 
fortress of shipping containers? 

‘The people who make up the nation are out- 
side the gates of Malacafiang while she, the great- 
est threat to their security io their very survival, 
in fact—sat containerized inside their Palace. 

Ms Arroyo never seems to run out of antics to 
embarrass this country—and Lam not even think- 
ing of the way she cuddled up to George W. Bush 
after he refused to take her phone calls and re- 
jected her attempts to move heaven and earth 
just to have a 15-minute bilateral with him. 

‘Asif these were not enough, while the entire na- 
tion stayed up to watch Da King’s funeral proces- 
sion, a most hated visage flashed on the 
sereen—the man she rewarded with the position 
of justice secretary for being a member of the Gang 
of Four—to remind viewers about the rule of law! 

But the most laughable thing about it was that 
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Lopez Jaena's sarcasm illustrates his genera- 
tion's ant/-friar attitude, which arose from a kind 
of resentment over the fact that nearly illiterate 
and uncouth Spanish peasants could lord it over 
cultivated Filipino ilustrados. 

Itissaid that the best way for a foreigner to win. 
the heart of a Filipino is to treat the Filipino as an 
equal. Indeed, if it weren't for our tendency to feel 
so grateful for this equal treatment only to allow 
ourselves to be duped by foreigners afterwards. 
This is exactly what happened to Emilio Aguinal- 
do, his detractors say: the Americans flattered him. 
so much with courtesies that he allowed himself 
into thinking they were his true allies. 

Anyway, when the Spanish Empire gave way ro 
the era of the Americans’ Manifest Destiny, Fil- 
ipinos continued to resent the way they were. 
treated by their colonial masters. In some ways, 
the Americans were even worse: the mestizos felt 
they could hobnob with the cream of the Spanish 
colonial dispensation; to the Anglo-Saxon colo- 
nizers, they were merely crafty half-breeds. Not 
that Malay-Filipinos and Chinese-Filipinos stood 
any higher in the Americans’ esteem. 

And so, as Spanish racism helped unify Fil- 
ipinos against Spain, American racism contribut- 
ed to the agitation for independence which 
spread particularly among the young Filipinos 
who were educated under the American regime. 
Which makes us take a second look at the real ex- 
tent Filipinos were “successfully brainwashed” by 
the American educational system. 

The reminiscences of two men, who belonged 
to the generation of Filipinos sent to the US 
schools as pensionados, bear studying. Victor 
Buencamino, studied at Cornell; Antonio de las 
‘Alas, at Yale, 


all that he said in a deeply authoritative and mys- 
terious manner—as though he were in possession 
of the secret code to fire the nuclear bomb—has 
been public knowledge forsometime now. 

ignacio Bunye probably thought that even he 
couldn't carry that one off without breaking 
down in hysterics. 

But Ms Arroyo's worst nightmare is if the mili- 
tary itself, which knows to what extent she and her. 
co-conspirators went to subvert the people's will, 
would suddenly make a turnabout and refuse to 
obey her order, on the ground that it is not certain 
the order comes from lawful authority 

“Twice have we abdicated our sovereign right to 
protect our own will as a people. 

We stood by as so-called civil society deposed a 
president who had garnered the biggest majority 
in the history of Philippine elections, and we 
merely watched as he was fingerprinted and 
made to pose for mug shots like a common crimi- 
nal. Then we slept soundly while Congress, in the 
dead of night, railroaded the proclamation of the 
one who was said to have won allegedly because 
of massive fraud. 

No, it doesn't matter anymore that FPJ's elec- 
toral protest died with him. If there is anyone 
who should pursue it forall its worth, it should be 
Ms Arroyo herself, for her own sake. She should 
do so, if only to assure the people that we don't 
have a usurper sitting in Malacahang this time 
around. 

Uneasy indeed lies the head that wears a 
crown; paranoid is she who wears a purloined 
one. 

Iwas not a fan of FPJ—simply because I didn't 
like “action movies.” But Susan Roces was my 
“idol.” When the launching photo of the “face 
that refreshes” appeared in a movie magazine, 
framed by an open umbrella she held over her 
shoulder, 1 showed it to my mother and told her 
that if there was a Filipina among the angels, she 
must look like Susan. 

The King is dead. Long live the Quee 


Comments to rubaiyat19@yahoo.com 


Buencamino noted: “If it was the intention of 
the American policymakers to send Filipino stu- 
denis to the United States to Americanize them or 
otherwise make them forget their national aspi- 

n boomeranged on them. For 
‘when Filipinos returned home, they became, as a 
rule, more fiercely nationalistic than ever” Why 
was that? 

‘An important factor was racism; In Buen- 
camino's case, "the little incidents of discrimina- 
tion against Orientals, particularly on the West 
Coast, rankled long in my mind.” 

A few years after Buencamino's stint in the 
United States, racial riots broke out in California 
and a legislation banning marriage between Fil- 
ipinos and Americans was passed. 

Buencamino continued: “In US classrooms 
[we] had to join other students in pledging loyal- 
ty to the United States of America, one nation, in- 
divisible, with liberty and justice for all. This ex- 
excise evoked a strong wish among Fi 
dents to pledge loyalty to their own nation.” Be- 
sides, "Distance and nostalgia had made [us] 
miss home badly.” 

So when Buencamino returned home in 
1911, he “found it totally revolting chat there 
were too many places where we Filipinos were 
off limits.” “I recalled that even the govern- 
ment-operated Manila Hotel was by practice, if 
not decree, an exclusive white abode for a good 
many years.” 

Upto nearly the outbreak of the war, the Mani- 
la Polo Club, the Manila Golf Club, and the Army 
Navy Club were sill exclusively for whites. “Even 
the YMCA had a separate building for Americans 
and Europeans.” The Polo Club itself would fea- 
ture in the “nationalist” struggle when Col. 
Manolo Nieto applied for membership end was 
blackballed. The decision was condemned as 
“racist.” In solidarity with Nieto, the Elizalde 
brothers, who were famous polo players besides 
being industrialists, resigned from the Club and 
established their own, the "Los Tamaraos” (the 
name lives on to this day in the "Los Tamaraos" 
field where the children of the wealthy still take 
horse-riding lessons). The irony was Nieto and 
the Elizaldes were mestizos. 
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AS the country goes on a slow mode in anticipation of the 
New Year, so have the readers of the Inquirer who write 
me whenever they spot anything wrong with the way the 
newspaper reports the important events of the day. They 
have temporarily taken a break from their self-imposed 
missio 

This gives me the opportunity to take up interesting let- 
ters from the readers that Iwas unable to write about earlier 
due to space limitations. There is a common thread that runs 
through all these 
communications: 
they believe the In- 
Quen can influence 
public opinion. 

Ontopofthelistis 
the suggestion that 
the INQUIRER come 
out with an edition 
written in Filipino with a lower cover price. The readers who 
broached this idea think the newspapers present reach is 
limited to the people who understand English and can spare 
P18 or more—depending on the place of distribution—every 
day to get a copy. 

‘They believe that by publishing a reasonably priced Fil- 
ipino version (the suggested price is P5), the newspaper can 
increase its readership in the less privileged sector of our so- 
ciety whose principal tongue is Filipino. Proof of the effectiv- 
ity of Filipino asa means of interacting with the masses is the 
use of the national language by the country’s two major TV 
stations in their newscasts, : 

The suggestion is laudable. If there is any goal that a self- 
respecting newspaper aspires for, it is to be read by as many 
people as possible. All the efforts of the editorial and busi- 
ness staffs of a newspaper are geared toward achieving high 
readership in their chosen markers. 

Free newspaper 

As early as 2001, the fou recognized the need to 
make news and information available through print to the 
non-English speaking segment of our country. But publish- 
inga separate Filipino edition of the newspaper would entail 
substantial re-adjustments in the organization (which would 
translate to additional costs) without the assurance that it 
would meet its objective. 

So rather than reinvent the wheel, so to speak, the INquin- 
En pioneered on a "free newspaper" (fittingly named "Inquir- 
er Libre") whose editorial content is written in Filipino and 
English. initially it was distributed—free of charge, of 
course—to the passengers of the Light Railway Transit and 
Metro Rail Transit systems that serve several areas of Metro 
Manila. 

Later, as the tabloid-size newspaper gained the readers’ 
respect, its distribution was extended to the customers of the 
Super Ferry ships at the North Harbor, the greeters’ area at 
“Terminal 1 of the Ninoy Aquino International Airport and 10 
outlets of the McDonald's fast-food chain, at no cost to the 
readers, To avoid the "bastardization" of the Filipino lan- 
guage, the contents of Inquirer Libre are written in simple, 
readable Filipino, and English words are used only when ab- 
solutely unavoidable. In other words, Inquirer Libre's lan- 
guage is in a "Taglish" style that will not make Francisco Bal- 
agtas and other deceased proponents ofa national language 
turn in their graves. 

Although far from being considered the Filipino edition of 
the broadsheet, I think Inquirer Libre meets—at least as far 
as its 150,000 or so readers are concerned—the information 
needs of our countrymen who prefer to read about the signif- 
icant news of the day in a language that they are very famil- 


iar with. 
Headlines 

In earlier columns, I wrote that the "Corrections Box" of 
the newspaper (which comes out on Page 4 whenever the 
need arises) aims to correct errors in news reports, espe- 
cially if they relate to the description of people, places and 
events. ` 

Since the inception of the box early this year, I have been 
receiving almost daily letters from the readers pointing out 
the mistake of this and that item in the news and asking that 
the correction be made immediately. 

Probably as a result of the newspaper's prompt response 
on these matters, some readers have gone one step furtherin 
their “proofreading” chores: they even check the headlines 
of news reports. The complaints range from “grammatically 
incorrect” to “exaggerated” to “unsuitable for the subject of 
thenews.” 

There is this reader with a French-sounding surname who 
seems to have made a calling out of reviewing the newspa- 
pers headlines or anything that appears above the main 
body ofthe news. This may sound like racial typecasting, but 
the French strike me as the last people in the world to be in- 
terested in any language other than their own, so I enjoy 
reading his leters. 

Here's a sample of those letters. Early this month, a for- 
eign news item that appeared in the Inquinen carried this 
headline: “Colombia drug boss tastes US prison cell.” The 
reader was quick to react with the following comments: 
“Did he try to eat it? Please confirm whether the Inquinen 
is an English language newspaper or an American rag.” 

Finale 

For me, what takes the cake in headline review is the ad- 
monition of a reader for the newspaper to stop referring to 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo as "GMA" in the head- 
lines, The reader thinks the use of her initials degrades the 
prestige of the highest official of the land. She believes the 
proper word to use is "Arroyo" and that the newspaper 
should make the necessary adjustments on the front pageto 
accommodate that name. 

‘Whenever I get comments of this nature, I make ita point 
to explainin the best way 1 can why the headlines in question 
are written that way, Often, after I have done that, [ get a re- 
turn reply seeking clarification on the other items that may 
have touched in my answer. And the exchange of letters ore 
mail goes through another round. 

In any event, as 2004 comes to a close, I would like to 
thank the readers for going out of their way in telling the 
newspaper what they think is wrong with it and how it 
can make itself more responsive to the needs of the pub. 
lic, 

Happy New Year! 


Raul]. 
Palabrica 


The readers’ advocate may be reached at the following ad. 
dress: "The Readers! Advocate” c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer. 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Makati City. Or through fax nos, 897-4793 to 94, or reader- 
sadvocateQinguirer.com.ph. 
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UNION Carbide Corp. has publicly 
admitted its error in causing thou- 
sands of deaths in the Bhopal 
chemical lcak in India. And now 
the victims are receiving compen- 
sation. Moreover, the company is 
trying to atone for the tragedy by 
offering to fund scientific re- 
searches to further help the vic- 
timsand to avoid similar incidents 
Inthe future, 

Foreign media have described 
this move of Union Carbide as 
“unprecedented.” I hope such un- 
precedented move shakes up 
Washington to clean up tons of 
toxic wastes its military left be- 
hind in Subic and Clark. For 


decades now, the US government 
has been ina denial mode (despite 
its own General Accounting Of- 
fice's findings) and refuses to ful- 
fil its legal obligation in these for- 
mer military bases. 

On the other hand, showing 
clearly its double standard of jus- 
tice—for, indeed, this issue is essen- 
tially a question of justice—it is 
leaning up similar installations in 
Japan, Belgium and Italy of the 
‘same contaminants which continue 
to debilitate, deform and Kill Fil- 
ipinos. Why is the Philippines not 
eligible for the same treatment? 

"The United States has been so 
explicit with its moral obligation 


Warning signs from Hacienda Luisita 


REP Benigno Aquino IN tied to 
justify the Hacienda Luisita mas- 
sacre by saying that policemen 
were also hur; that leftists pro- 
voked the strikers. Defense Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita said that out- 
siders orchestrated the strike at 
Hacienda Luisita. The police said 
the gunshots came from the ranks 
of strikers. Labor Secretary Patricia 
Sto. Tomas said there is nothing 
immoral or illegal in ordering the 
ry to assist the Philippine Na- 
tional Police in breaking a strike. 
‘These statements and more, com- 
ing from people in the govern- 
ment, stop short of saying that the 
strikers shot themselves. 

‘These strikers are the same peo- 
pple who have brought wealth to 
Hacienda Luisita. They were mo- 
bilized to face the tanks at Edsa to 
support Cory Aquino in 1986. 

Joining the fact-finding mission 
held on Nov. 18, the Center for 
‘Trade Union and Human Rights 
(CTUHR) saw in the people's faces 
their anguish and raging anger. 
We heard their stories on what 
fad really happened. "We don't 
even have food to eat, how could 
we have bought firearms,” a work- 
er insisted on the innocence of the. 
strikers, adding that for 20 years 
he had been working at Hacienda 
Luisita and his life has not im- 
proved despite the glowing 
promises, 

We, in the CTUHR, are in soli- 
darity with the powerless workers 
and their families who have been 
Victims most of their lives as they 
laboriously till the land that will 
never be their own. The mas- 
‘sacre—which took 14 human lives 


including two children, injured 
more than 200 and left 100 more 
strikers missing—not only consti- 
tuted ari abuse of state power, it 
showed government's utter disre- 
gard of the plight of the poor. 

The CTUHR condemns in the 
strongest term this massacre and 
holds responsible the Cojuangco 
family, the police, the military 
and Labor Secretary Sto. Tomas 
for the use of brute force in the 
dispersal. The Arroyo administra- 
tion should answer for allowing 
the military and the police “to be 
used as a private army of the Co- 
 juangcos." 

Former President Cory Aquino, 
who seems to be a very prayerful 
and peaceful person, has done 
nothing to resolve the labor and 
land dispute in her family owned 
6,000-hectare hacienda. It is no 
wonder that the Mendiola and Lu- 
pao massacres happened also in 
herterm. 

The farmworkers of Hacienda 
Luisita are not the only ones suf- 
fering from poverty and injustice. 
Many more all over the country 
are feeling helpless and hopeless, 
even as their dignity and rights are 
being trampled. With the constant 
price increases, do you need an 
outside instigator before you cry 
out for food and jobs? Will you not 
claim what is rightfully yours for 
the sake of your hungry children? 

Let us reflect on this. 

—SR. EMELINA VILLEGAS, ICM, 
chair of the board of directors, 
Center for Trade Union 

and Human Rights, 

Room 702 Culmat Bldg,, 

127E. Rodriguez Ave., QC 
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US’ double standard of justice 


to purge the world of terrorism be- 

cause it is a lethal threat to 

mankind. Now the question is, 

when will the United States apply 

this commendable moral stand on 

the issue of the deadly wastes its 
military left in Clark and Subic? 

ABIGAIL FLORES, 

San Juan Baño, 

Arayat, Pampanga, 

bluebelle ph@yahoo.com 


Overpriced 
but substandard 


IN RESPONSE to the letter of re- 
tired Lt. Gen. Antonio E. Sotelo 
(PDI, 12/4/04) titled, "Let's bear 
with pork barrel," we say: 

Sotelo is obviously not aware 
that the estimate for a public 
works project, which is done by 
the Department of Public Works 
and Highways, is usually over- 
priced and the gargantuan excess 
is divided among the legislator, 
contractor and the officials of the 
DPWH, Department of Budget 
and Management and local gov- 
ernments. f there is no overprice, 
the project is done “under specif- 
cation” or delivered “substan. 
dard,” and itis from the “savings” 
where they get their share of the 
loot. 

So in the case of the 2-kilometer 
road in Fort Bonifacio—linking 
Bayani Road to the West Sector 
Road—which was funded by Sen. 
Rodolfo Biazon's pork barrel, we 
challenge all officials concemed 
to allow us to scrutinize how 
much was spent for that road. Al- 
so, allow an independent panel of 
upright engineers to test its quali- 
Ty We can provide the lawyers and 
engineers to do the scrutiny. 

This will help us see whether 
the much-maligned pork barrel 
must be scrapped or not. 

—PROCOPIO S. BELTRANJR., 
president, 
Nagmamalasakitna mga 
Manananggol ng mga 
Manggagawang Pilipino Inc. 
(Manananggol), 

Rm.236 Regina Bldg., 
Escolta, Manila. 
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Equipping firefighting units is BFD's responsibility 


BELINDA — Olivares-Cunanan 
should call the attention of the na- 
tional govemment—not the 
Makati City government--regard- 
ing the inadequate firefighting 
equipment of the Makati Fire De- 
partment. (PDI, 12/20/04) The 
MED is part of the Bureau of Fire 
Protection (BFP), a bureau under 
the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government. The fund- 
ing for such equipment and the 
other needs of firefighting units is 
the responsibility of the national 
government, which also decides 
what firefighting gear and equip- 
ment to purchase, and how these 
areto be distributed among the lo- 
cal governments. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia, in a 
televised interview, said that he 
has brought this matter to the at- 
tention of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo and that she has promised 
to act accordingly. It is unfortu- 
nate that it had to take a tragedy 
involving a respected leader of 
Congress to prompt the national 
leadership into prioritizing the 


Prison homes 


TT is hard to understand how 
homes in the Philippines have 
those steel window grills. We cer- 
tainly still have them at our own 
house in Manila. 

It really sa shame that because 


needs of our firefighters. 

In 2002, Mayor Jejomar Binay 
protested the BFP' failure to pro- 
vide Makati firefighters with ade- 
quate protective gear. That year, 
the bureau released only eight 
bunker coats—the protective 
coats worn by firefighters—for the 
city’s 275 firemen. The bureau did 
not even provide the firemen with 
new protective boots. 

‘And while Makati is the coun- 
ms financial capital, it seems to 
be at the tail end of the national 
governments priorities in the dis 
tribution of fire trucks and fire- 
fighting equipment. Out of the 81 
fire trucks purchased by the na- 
tional government in 2002, 
Makati got only two fire trucks. 
Other Metro cities and municipali- 
ties got at least three to a maxi- 
mum of eight fire trucks. 

This is ironic because Makati is 
the biggest collector of Fire Code 
fees, remitting on the average PES 
million a year to the national gov- 
ernment. Despite this, or rather 
because of this lack of assistance 


of fear of thieves, we have to im- 
prison ourselves in our own 
homes. 

KC de Venecia could have easily 
jumped out of her window. She'd 
probably have broken a bone or 


from the BFD, the city govern- 
ment has to extend additional as- 
sistance to the MFD, providing our 
firefighters with OBA (oxygen 
breathing apparatus) units and 
standard rescue equipment, addi- 
tional bunker coats and boots. 
Eight of the MFD's 14 fire trucks 
were purchased by the city gov- 
ernment, 

The city also shoulders the 
maintenance cost and the gasoline 
expenses of fire trucks, tankers 
and other service vehicles. Makati 
firemen also receive additional al- 
lowances from the city, and are 
beneficiaries of the Makati Yellow 
Card program, which provides 
subsidized medical and hospital- 
ization benefits. This year alone, 
the city government's assistance 
tothe MFD reached P15 million. 

—JOSELITO SAN JOSE SALGADO 

officerin charge, 
Information and Community 
Relations Department, 
City of Makati, 

3/F Makati City Hall Old Bldg., 
JP Rizal St. Makati City 


two, but certainly she could have 

survived instead of suffering that 
painful death, Bless her soul. 

—ED GONZALES, 

1090KaluanuiRd,, 

Honolulu, HI 96825 


Unmentioned charges in previous Meralco explanations 


WE would like to thank Elpi Cuna for 
“enlightening” us further with his re- 
sponse, “Wrong Nasecore computa 
tion” (PDI, 12/04/04), to our letter 
(PDI, 11/30/04). 

Without refuting the figures we pre- 
sented, he mentioned three more 
items (Napocor's June 2004 GRAM of 
0.1367, Napocor's May 2004 ICERA 
of P0.0727, and Napocor's other ad- 
justments of PO.0154) in explaining 
why the Meralco power rate increased 
to P1.5929/kWh instead of the 
P1.3681/kWh we pointed out in our 
lerer. Interestingly, the May and June 
recovery charges were not mentioned 
by Meralco in its previous attempts to 
explain to the public the increase in 
the Meralco rate following the 
P1.075/KWh increase the Energy Reg- 
ulatory Commission allowed the Na- 
tional Power Corp. 

Because of our letter, Cuna gave us 
the “real” figure of P1.5929 as Napoc- 
rs charges going into Meralco's gen- 
eration charge. Granting, without nec- 
essarily admitting this should be, Mer- 
alco would still be overcharging its 
customers by PO.1033/kWh. Consider 
this computation: 


P 1.5929 (Napocor charge per Mer- 
alco data) 

x.61 (Percentage of energy sourced 
from Napocor) 


P 03717 (should be reflected in 
Meralco bill as pass-on) 


P1.075 is definitely higher than 
P0.9717. And Meralco has been saying 
in its paid ads it isn't getting anything 
from the “pass-on.” Can Meralco 
please tell us where the almost P0.10- 
centavo difference goes? 

Also, on further research, we found 
out that Napocor's effective rate (total 
charges) to Meralco for October, inclu- 
sive of the provisional increase, was on- 
ly P3,966/kWh. On the other hand, 
Meralco's independent power produc- 
ers (IPPs), according to Cuna himself 
are now charging P4.50/kWh, which is 
still higher by B0534/kWh. The com- 
putation below shows that consumers 
paid more because of Meralco's IPPs 
(Source: May 2003 ERC decision on 
Meralco's unbundling petition): 


P4.50/kWh--Meralco IPP rate 
P2.12/kWh-- Napocor rate 


P2.08/kWh--Difference 


Since Meralco buys 60 percent of its 
power requirement from Napocor and 
40 percent from ts IPPs, and Meralco's 
average monthly sales is approximate- 
ly 2 billion kWh per month, then 800 
million kWh (2 billion kWh x 40 per- 
cent) is purchased from Meralco IPPs. 
At 800 million kWh x P2.08, that 
would amount to P1.66 billion per 
month. 

Needless to say, as a matter of logic, 
Meralco should buy cheaper electrici- 
ty, wherever thisis available, for distri- 
bution to its consumers. Meralco 
should go to its IPPs for power only 
when Napocor's rates go higher or the 
state firm's supply runs out. 

We can assure Cuna and the public 
that we did not invent our figures; 
they're based either on Meralcos 
public statements, the ERC's official 
correspondence, Napocor replies and 
newspaper reports. 

-DICK ECHAVEZ, 

National Association of Electricity 
Consumers for Reforms Inc., 
Unit616 Roxas Seafront Gardens, 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City 
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Her loved ones must have been buried in this mass grave in Barangay Tignoan, Real, Quezon, where several typhoons 


project sends 
villagers away from 
homes on Christmas 


killed hundreds of residents. 


By Ma. Kristina E, Cassion 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


SAN LUIS, Agusan del Sur—A holiday 
without revelry was what residents of 
Barangay Balit here described their 
Yuletide celebration. 


‘Their village had been occupied by govern- 
ment soldiers for a month now and instead of 
feeling joyous about the holidays, fear is in 
the hearts of many, according to village coun- 
cilor Eldindo Cinco. 

"They have imposed a curfew on us. No- 
body is allowed to go out anymore after 6 
pm." Cinco added. 

Since the start of the military occupation, 
seven families from Purok 1 have relocated to 
the barangay hall after soldiers from the 
Army's 29th Infantry Battalion led by a cer- 
tain Lt. Pascua occupied their houses. 

Tito Sagmitan, one of the evacuees said they 
had to leave their homes for fear of being "sand- 
wiched" in case New Peoples Army (NPA) 
rebels decide to attack the government soldiers. 

"If they have to fight this war, they should 
do it outside our community, the soldiers 
should not occupy our houses and use us as 
shields," he added. 

Goverment soldiers arrived in Balit on Nox. 
19 to launch a housing project in the communi- 
ty: Using lawaan logs cut from Barangay Policar- 
plo, they started building houses and fences. 

Municipal government officials said they 
were not informed of the housing project. 

Residents led by Barangay Chair Marcelito 
Precioso said they already rejected the project 
uring their general assembly, with 65 voting 
against the project and only one agreeing with 
it. There are about 250 residents in Balit. 


Not surrenderees 

Residents said the housing project is only 
for the rebel returnees, and that there was no 
need for them to avail of the project since they 
were not NPA surrenderees, 

“Once we accept that project we will be. 
branded as rebel returnees, We have not for- 
gotten what they have done recently to vil- 
Jagers of Minlinaw and other barangays when 
they forced ordinary civilians to carry arms 
and have their pictures taken and reported as 
NPA surrenderees,” Precioso said. 

Several residents also complained that the 
houses intended for other beneficiaries, were 
built on their lots, without their permission. 
This, they said, was a form of land-grabbing. 

But Col. Johnny Macanas, chief of the 
Army's 29th Infantry Battalion, said in an in- 
terview over radio dxDA, that nothing and no 
‘one can stop their project. 

“The people of Balit are all NPA supporters. 
We have already cleared 24 NPAinfluenced 
barangays here [in San Luis] and Balit is the only 
one remaining. 1 am here because I was tasked 
by the national government to clear Balit from 
the influence ofthe CPP (Communist Pany of the 
Philippines)-NPA-NDF (National Democratic 
Front). Even if they complain to the whole 
world, our project will continue,” Macanas said. 

Datu Loay-Loay of the Banwaon tribe said 
when a community decides to build houses 
they will have to undergo certain rituals, 

“The soldiers were unmindful of our culture, 
and, nor heeding our protests, they continued 
with the housing project. Because of this, some 
pans of our village are now ritually unclean. This 
‘will surely anger the spirits,” Loay-Loay lamented. 

“The soldiers have also put up a cooperative 
store manned by Cpl. Rowena Napungahan. 
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Through 
the 
housing 
project, the 
military 
has, in fact, 
occupied 
the 
community 


Since the start of the cooperative, nine stores 
‘owned by the villagers have closed shop. 

A recent fact-finding mission headed by Fr. 
Bench Balsamo, MSC, concluded that this is ap- 
parently the newest form of militarization among 
the Banwaon tribe. Instead of simply moving in as 
they have always done before, now government 
soldiers do so under the guise of a housing project, 
despite rejection by intended beneficiaries. 

Through the housing project, the military 
has in fact occupied the community. 

“In violation of military regulations, armed sol- 
diers have taken residence in civilian houses and 
others are living within the community itself In 
some cases, the soldiers entered houses and set 
themselves up without bothering to secure the 
homeowner? permission. They go around the 
‘community in civilian clothes with their [guns] or 
sometimes in Army uniforms but without name- 
cloths. They question where we were going and 
when we were coming back .... Is this not milita- 
ization?” Bae Emil Digkalay-uban-Tugay, another 
villager, said. 
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Volunteer groups build houses 
in former rebel lair in Negros 


By Romy G. Amarado 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


STA. CATALINA, Negros Oriental—sitio 
Kakha in Barangay Talalak here used to be a 
“no man's land" due to the fierce fighting be- 
tween government troops and communist 
rebels from the late 80s to the late 905. 

But the residents are on their way to living 
anormal life and perhaps, development, with 
the help of the provincial government and 
concerned groups. 

On Dec. 23, the construction of more than 
50 houses started under the Gawad Kalinga 
Program (GKP) of the Couples For Christ 
(CFO). 

he provincial government allocated P3 
million to finance the project. Its partner, the 
CFC, was in charge of social preparation and 
later on, livelihood projects for the settlers of 
the Kalinaw GKP Village. 

Each housing unit costs around P45,000 
and will be jointly built by the beneficiaries, 
(FC volunteers, provincial government work- 
ers and the Philippine Army. The municipality 
of Sta. Catalina will provide some construc- 
tion materials. 

The house and lot will be given to the bene- 
ficiaries free but they are required to render 
“sweat equity” or help in the construction of 
the houses. 

Gov. George Amaiz said it took the provi 
cial government a long time to convince 
around 700 villagers that the government 
was sincere in trying to help them. 
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He said this is because NPA rebels were still 
frequenting the area since many of their lead- 
ers and members are from Kakha. 

“This housing project has long been 
thought of but in the past, many people here 
did not believe that this will be realized. But 
told them that the project is not for any- 
body's glory or honor. This is for them,” Ar- 
naiz said. 

To prove this, he said the selection of bene- 
ficiaries was left to the discretion of the GKP 
according to its policies. 

“My dream is for these people to become 
productive and contribute to the economic 
growth of the province," Arnaiz said. 

With the help of GKP organizers, the com- 
munity finally accepted the project. g 

“We have realized that the government i$ 
sincere in its desire to help us. And we are 
very happy that finally, the government is 
now concerned with our plight,” said 
Norvin Cartalla, a leader of the beneficia- 
ries, 

Raymund Mercado, CFC area coordina- 
tor for Negros Oriental, said the project 
was also a milestone for the CFC consider- 
ing that "this is the first housing project un- 
der the GKP that is done in the mountains” 
and in a former hotbed of insurgency at 
that.” 

“We have a great feeling of contentment 
to serve the least of our brothers,” said Mer- 
cado, who is also the president of the Inte- 
grated Bar of the Philippines-Negros Orien- 
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NPA says drive vs private armies in Abra failed 


By Artha Kira Paredes politicians who surrendered their But he said the police drive Force Abra until Christmas to  that-be,andtheycomtinuetoholdon with one policeman, that is why I 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau guns to policein September when against the PAGs had decreased solve the province's problem on topowerforneary20yearsmow" have extra bodyguards,” he said. 
the Ingumer broke the story on public sightings of armed follow- the PAGs. But police officials said “Military and police [personne] “Whether they call it PAG or what- 
BANGUED, Abra—The deploy- the presence and influence of ers of politicians and eased ten- the mission of the SAF and the have, in the past, been maintained — soever, this is the reality” he said. 
ment of the elite Special Action PAGS in the province. sion among Abreiios. task force would be extended. and reassigned depending on the The NPA statement said 55 
Force of the Philippine National He said the guns should have Ebardo said their records — Wadagan said Abra had two whimsofthis group," hesaid. people had been killed and 60 
Police and the creation ofthe Task been sold to junk shops because showed that from the 117 crimes main “warlord groups,” those of Valera described the NPAs ac- others wounded, mostly due to 
Force Abra to dismantle private theseare“uscless scrap metals.” recorded from Sept.25 to Dec. 17 Gov Vicente Valera and the 17 mat. cusations as "unfair" warlordism-related incidents 
armed groups (PAGs) in. Abra Senior Supt. Rodolfo Ebardo, last year, only 88 incidents were ors who support him, and those of He said the Cordillera police re- since January. 
were only a zarzuela (stage play), Abra police director, admitted that reported for the same period this Mayors Mare Ysrael Bemos (La cently released a list of PAGs sup- It claimed that the payroll of 
the New People's Army said. no single private army had been year, when the SAF started oper- Paz), Mailed Molina (Bucioc), and posedly connected to him. Hesaid hired goons totaled P1.22 million 
"The SAF is incapable of dis- dismantled inthe provincesince the ating in Abra. B Cecilia Luna (Lagayan) that is sup- the list was “biased against me.” a month. 
mantling the PAGs, as evidenced deployment ofthe SAF on Sept. 24. He said the overall crime solu- ported by members of the Ben- “The issue on private armies Wadagan said PAG maintainers 
by the continuing killings in "The only PAG considered dis- tion efficiency increased from waren and Pacuho families and lo- and peace and order can never be spent P2 million a month to pay the 
Bangued and neighboring towns. mantled was the one maintained 76.07 percent in 2003 to 80.68 cal politician Dominic Valera. solved unless the PNP and the salaries and training of their mem- 
The [police] can neverbeaneffec- by barangay captain Jessie Bagay percent this year. Valera, who earlier denied that justice system remain neutral,” bers, as well as firearms and bullets. 
tive machinery against war- of Namarabar in Pefiarrubia He said the police recovered he maintained a private army, led the governor said. "The warlords rob the people's 
lordism because key PNP officials town. [But the group] was noton 111 firearms and identified at provincial officials in surrendering ^ — Bemosdeniedihathewaesmein- coffers to maintain their PAGS 
are subservient to warlords,” the [list maintained by the po- leastseven active PAGs. firearms to the police. taining a private amy 'Tonly added and further fatten their pockets 
Diego Wadagan, spokesperson of lice's] intelligence unit," he said. There are close to 280 firearms Bernos, Molina, Luna and oth- security when the police gave me and bellies,” he said. 
the NPAs Agustin BeganalenCom- When asked about the accom- that police need to recover, he er mayors also surrendered one police escort. I need to be can- — "Warlordism deprives the peo- 
mand operating in Abra, said ina plishments of Task Force Abra, said. firearms. all politicians in Abra have ple of their social, cultural and eco- 


statement sent to the Ingumer. DD Ebardo said these “could not be Director General Edgardo Agli- — Wadagan said Valera's group “en- bodyguards. With the threats to my nomic well-being and tramples on 
Wadagan also criticized the quantified.” pay, PNP chief, earlier gave Task joys more support from the powers- life and my family, am not satisfied their civil and political rights.” 


Rounpup 
Christmas relief 


CITY OF CALAPAN— 
B H The provincial govern- y 
ment has joined certain 
SAMSUNG YP-T5 Lec sectors who were not 
For every purchase of SAMSUNG celebrating the tradi- 
P210 NEG Mile Plone tional Christmas party 
Loupe PEN C this year and instead 
decided to donate the. 
budget for the activity 
for relief operations. 
Dec. 6, 2004 to Jan. 10, 2005 Acting Gov. Ma. Estela 
> œ Felipa Aceron has issued a memorandum to all 
department heads and employees that instead of 
having the party a relief operation wil be held in 
Roxas on Dec. 28. Gov. Arnan Panaligan is in the 
US. Employees had been requested to bring 
goods until Dec. 23. Madonna Virola, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureeu 


Crackdown vs gambling 
CITY OF CALAPAN—In his first directive as 
provincial chief executive after the death of Gov. 
Bartolome Marasigan Sı., Gov. Arnan Panaligan 
has ordered the provincial police director, Senior 
‘Supt. Marcos Flores, to combat all illegal activi- 
ties, such as drugs, jueteng and lateng through 
continuing operations. Panaligan's second direc- 
tive ordered the city and municipal police offices 
to tightly secure the province this Christmas. 
when robbery and snatching cases are common. 
Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Waste management 
CITY OF CALAPAN— Provincial administrative offi- 
| cers are taking the challenge to manage their local 
governments wastes, The move came atier a 
Seminar-workshop on ecological solid waste man- 
agement was held at ihe provincial capitol on Dec. 
14. Mike Jumig, provincial environment and natu- 
ral resources officer, sal some offices had started 
sorting trash materials into biodegradable and 
non-biodegradable. In he first week of January, 
the wastes wil be brought to the materials recov- 
ery facility for composting in a hali-hectare place 
Calied "C5," which houses bamboo and forest. 
trees seedings for distribution. 
Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


1 killed in blast 

DAVAO CITY—A 35-year-old man was kilied 
while three others were wounded when a grenade 
exploded inside a house in the Teacher's Village in 
Nabunturan town, Compostela Valley on Satur- 
day. Reports reaching the Nabunturan police sla- 
tion showed that the Traballo family was having a 
despedida party for a relative when an unidenti- 
fied man fobbed a hand grenade at the house's 
rool, Four visitors were hit when the grenade ex- 
ploded. Anthony Alada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Eagle released 


TUGUEGARAO 
CITY—Environment 

officials released in the 

forest of Dinapigue in. 

Isabela an 18-inch al 

Philippine eagle 

(Pithecophaga Jeffer- 

yl which was found. 

byavillager along the 

shores of Palanan, Isa- 

bela. Joseph Caligtan was on his way home when. 
he saw the eagle limping and unable to tly. He 
caught and brought the eagle home to nurture it 
back to its health. He ater turned the eagle over 
tothe Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources subolfice In Palanan for custody. Es- 
tanistao Caldez, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Woman slain 
MABALACAT, Pampanga—A woman was shot 
and killed by a lone gunman in Barangay Tabun 
here Tuesday night, Supt. Rosve Manuld, this 
town's police chief, identified the victim as Emma 
Griffin, of Barangay Balibago in nearby Angeles 
City. Investigation showed Griffin was inside her 
leap in tront ot an eatery here when the gunman 
came and shot her several times In the head and 
body. The assailant fled on foot. The victim died 
before reaching the Tiglao General Hospital here. 
‘lun Mali, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


E. Weather stations repaired 
DG 3 city OF MALOLOS—The Depariment ot Science 
ae s E TECHNOLOGY SAMSUNG DIGITad] and Technology is spending at least P42 million 
BAO? Ala sveryongs3nviiece. for the repair and rehabilitation of 70 weather sla- 
1 -l www.samsur h tions to help increase the level ol disaster pro- 
ERN eem recom «cou Tang - ESL 
m Vid yba: v DTH astated by typhoons. Science Undersecretary 

U Video Recording / Playback m Rotating VGA/CMOS Camera Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 5980 Series of 2004 BES ANAN ena etse 
amount would come from the national govorn- 
ments fund lor communication and information. 
technology. — Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 
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SBMA execs say Subic not garrison state 


By Allan Macatuno 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT--Officials 
of the Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- 
thority (SBMA) belied reports that 
this freeport zone had turned into “a 
restricted port and a garrison state,” 
saying it had remained an investor- 
friendly community. 

“Subic is neither a restricted port 
nor a garrison state and will never 


be. It has not been militarized con- 
trary to reports," said SBMA Admin- 
istrator Alfredo Antonio. 

Antonio was reacting to allega- 
tions by several investors here that 
the freeport had been a “restricted 
port" and a militarized area when 
SBMA officials recently suspended 
the issuance of import permits. 

‘Some businessmen said the sus- 
pension had forced them to close 
shop-and also caused the non-pay- 


ment of workers’ wages. 

Antonio denied reports that man- 
‘ufacturers had been prevented from 
importing raw materials or compo- 
nent parts needed in their own pro- 
duction processes, : 

"This will never happen in our term. 
because we are committed to trans- 
forming Subic into an intemational 
service and logistics hub in Southeast 
Asia as President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has envisioned and outlined in her 10- 


point economic program,” he said. 

He said the Presidents vision for 
SBMA would not be realized if the 
freeport’s policies and directions were 
restricted. 

During a discussion with the In- 
Quinn here on Dec. 17, Antonio said 
the only thing the SBMA had been 
strict about was the importation of 
used motor vehicles, which “was 
suspended in compliance with the 
Presi-lent's directive." 


^A] the rest—trucks, generator 
sets, emergency vehicles and other 
non-restricted items including, of 
Course, raw materials—are issued 
import permits as usual,” he sai 

“Sometimes when you are strict, 
that: doesn't mean you are creating a 
garrison (state) and a militarized area," 
said retired Lt. Gen, Jose Calimlim, se- 
nior deputy administrator for opera- 
tions and chief of the intelligence and 
investigation office of the SBMA. 


Sorsogon execs question 
book on marine fisheries 


SORSOGON CITY—A book that cited the Sor- 
sogon Bay as being highly pollutéd created 
ripples among those in the province that are 
knowledgeable about the issues it discussed. 

The book “Turbulent Seas: The Status of 

ilippine Marine Fisheries,” released recent- 
ly by the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re- 
sources-Department of Agriculture, assessed 
the various bays and other marine waters in 
the country, including Sorsogon Bay. 

Serafin Lacdang, head of the Fisheries Divi- 
sion of the Provincial Agriculture Office, said 
some data contained ih the book were ques- 
tionable. 

In particular, he questioned, the authenticity 
of the report contained in the book that stated 
that the bacteriological pollution in the Sorso- 
gon Bay had reached 780,000 most probable 
number (MPN) per 100 milliliter, which was 
way beyond the allowable count of 200 
MPN/100ml. 

‘The contamination was being blamed on 
alleged unabated disposal of human waste di- 
rectly to the rivers that empty at 

Lacdang stressed that a similar study con- 
ducted by a private group, United Business 
‘Technology Inc., showed only a count of 200 
MPN/liter bacteriological pollution. 

The publication of the book was supported 
by some 30 foreign and local funding agen- 
cies, including the United States Agency for 
International Development, the German gov- 
ernment and the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources. 

Interviewed over local radio station d2RS, 
Lacdang said he wondered how the authors of 
the book gathered the data without coordi- 
nating with the local agricultute office or any 
government agency in Sorsogon. 

He said the book could be a result of a 
“table survey,” suggesting that no actual re- 
search could have been conducted and that 
the data used were results of table discussions 
and thus unreliable. 

Tn the same radio program, engineer Beth 
Fruto of the Environmental Management Bu- 


reau of the DENR also said no coordination 
was made with her office by the book's re- 
searchers. 

Councilor Nestor Baldon, chair of the city 
councils committees on health and agricul- 
ture, also assailed the authors of the book, 
saying it could seriously damage the local 
fishery industry and discourage investors 
from putting up fishery-related investments 
inthe area. 

He urged them to review their data and 
make the corrections so that its publication 
would not hinder local development. 

Baldon stressed that the city government, 
led by Mayor Sally Lee, had been implement- 
ing sanitation programs aimed at reducing 
whatever pollution there was in the area. 

He lamented the lack of coordination be- 
tween the authors and the local government 
units rimming the bay, which include the 
towns of Magallanes, Juban, Casiguran, 
Castilla and Pilar, and this city. 

He said the results of research projects as 
important as those contained in the book 
should have been presented to the local offi 
cials in an exit conference so they could be in- 
formed and be guided. 

‘Among the agencies and non-government or- 
ganizations which supported the publication of 
the book were the Philippine Environmental Gov- 
emance Project, Visayan Sea Coastal Resources 
and Fisheries Management Project, Palawan State 
University, World Wildlife Foundation, Conserva- 
tion International Phils. Coastal Conservation 
and Education Foundation Inc, International 
Marinelife Alliance, Reef Check, SEAMEO- 
SEARCA, University of the Philippines, Worldfish 
Center, The Coastal Resource Management Pro- 
ject, Department of Science and Technology, Uni- 
versity of the Philippines Visayas, and Cebu Col- 
Jege and Fish Philippines. 

Copies of the book were distributed during 
the recent national convention of the League. 
of Mayors at the Manila Hotel, a copy of 
which was acquired by the Ingumer. Bobby 
Labalan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Thieves enter 2 pawn 
shops during holidays 


BACOLOD CITY—During the hol- 
idays, a different kind of “Santa 
Claus" went down from the roof 
of two pawnshops here, not to 
drop gifts but to steal jewelry. 

The thieves gained entry into 
the shops by boring holes in the 
roofs of Palawan Pawnshops and 
VY Domingo Pawnshops, which 
are adjacent to each other. 

But the thieves were able to 
steal only an undetermined 
amount of jewelry from Palawan 
Pawnshops. Their attempt on VY 
Domingo was foiled when one of 
them tripped the alarm system, 
alerting the police. 

Senior Insp. Romeo Gomez 
yesterday said at least three 
thieves checked into the board- 
ing house located on the second 
floor of Cheryl's Café, which was 
right beside the Palawan Pawn- 
shop. 

‘They then bore a hole in the 
ceiling of their room to get into 
the roof of Palawan Pawnshop, 
Where they made another hole 


and climbed down a rope to gain 
entry into the pawnshop. 

They then torched the vault 
open and took several watches 
and pieces of jewelry, Gomez 
said. 

Police, however, were not sure 
when the thieves entered the 
Palawan Pawnshop because it 
had been closed for the Christ- 
mas break since Dec. 23. The 
theft was discovered only on 
Dec. 25. 

The thieves entered VY Domin- 
go Pawnshop at about 9:30 p.m. 
of Dec. 25. 

But as they were trying to pry 
off the padlock of one of the 
doors in the establishment, they 

ipped the alarm. 

When the lawmen arrived, 
they called the owner of the es- 
tablishment to open it and dis- 
covered a rope hanging from the 
roof. Nothing was missing, but 
they found an acetylene torch 
andoxygentank. Carla Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Calapan bids for Guinness” 
biggest rice cake, ‘bilao’ 


CITY OF CALAPAN--As part of the 
city’s fiesta celebration on Jan. 1, the. 
city govemmentis bidding foranen- 
try in the Guinness? Book of World 
Records for the biggest "biko (sweet 
ened glutinous rice cake). 

Preparations for the rice cake 
start today at the Jose Leido Jr. 
Memorial National High School. 

After two weeks, the city gov- 
ernment is expected to come up 
with the world's biggest "bilao" to 
be made at the school's 400- 
square-meter basketball court, 
according to Councilor Allan 
Froilan Mahibo, promoter and 
coordinator of the event. 

“We'll beat Muñoz City in Nueva 
Ecija, which recorded, though not 
registered with Guinness, 2.54 tons. 
‘on Dec. 12, after using 24 cavans of 
glutinous rice," said Mahibo. He 
said Calapan will use 25 cavans, 

^ 


"Since the government should 
not spend for fiesta celebration 
and as required by Guinness, all 
were solicited from the 62 
barangays [of the city], Its hard- 
er to campaign than [to face] this 
challenge,” said Mafibo. 

He admitted that the event was 
not easy because people [were 
having) financial difficult 

Ingredients for biko-making will 
be 25 bags of señorita malagkit 
(glutinous rice); 20 bags of brown 
sugar, 2,700 pieces of coconut to 
be cooked in 40 large frying fans 

"Thousands will be fed for free at 
the end of the day. We are inviting 
people to bring their bilao and line 
up. les guaranteed clean because the 
city sanitary inspector will monitor 
and the police will secure the pro- 
cess,” said Mahibo. Madonna Viro- 
la, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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aus to 10,000 poor families, school personnel 


The city government 
played Santa Claus to 
10,000 indigents, chil- 
dren and public school 
personnel here. 

In keeping with its 
tradition, the city 
government, with 
the help of the pri- 
vate sector, distri 
buted on Wednesday 
food packages worth 
P121 each to 6,500 
indigents here. 

There were more 
beneficiaries. this 
year compared to 
5,000 in previous 
years. 

Mayor Agustin Per- 
dices said more peo- 
ple were now suffer- 
ing from the brunt of 
the economic crisis 

“At least, more 
people will be happy 
this Christmas,” he 
said. 

Perdices said the 
city spent about 
P700,000 for the 
project, taken from 
the rental fees of 
Quezon Park, which 
was. temporarily 
transformed into a 
"Baclaran-type" trad- 
ingarea. 

Also on Wednes- 
day, 3,500 children 
from the city’s 30 
barangays were treat- 
ed to burgers and soft 
drinks, courtesy of 
the city government, 
civie groups, business 
establishments and 
private individuals. 

The city govern- 
ment also gave cash 
gifts of 2,000 each to 
600 teaching and 
non-teaching person- 
nel ofthe City Schools 
Division. 

‘Administrator 
Dominador Dumalag 
said the city govern- 
ment appropriated 
some P1.2 million for 
the project. 

The P2,000 cash 
gift would be a great 
help to many teach- 
ers, as most of them 
are receiving mini- 
mal takehome pay 
due to deductions 
from loans incurred 
by many ofthe teach- 
ers. Romy G. Amara- 
do, PDI Visayas Bu- 
reau 


*Grinch* 
robbers 
strike in 
N. Ecija 


CAMP OLIVAS, Pam- 
panga — Like the 
Grinch that stole 
Christmas, — thieves 
struck right on Christ 
mas Day in two sepa- 
rate highway rob- 
beries in Nueva Ecija. 

Passengers of a 
Dagupan Bus lost 
P200,000 to robbers 
in the Science City of 
Muñoz past 7 p.m., 
said Nueva Ecija po- 
lice chief Senior 
Supt. Alex Mon- 
teaguido. 

The passengers 
were trying to make 
ithome to their fam- 
ilies for the holi- 
days. 

in Carranglan 
town, three men 
stopped a Dangwa 
Bus bound for Nueva 
Vizcaya and divested 
bus driver Alfredo 
Costales of his salary 
of P6,000. 

Monteaguido said 
the robbers in the 
two incidents wore 
bonnets to cover 
thelr faces, 

Nueva Ecija po- 
lice, he said, had 
tied to prevent 
highway robberies 
by riding as marshals 
on buses and trucks, 
But not every bus is 
assisted because po- 
licemen are few, he 
added, Tonette Ore- 
Jas, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 
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Tidal waves kill 7,000 in 5 Asian countries 


From page Al jalows were swept out to sea, 
pi 


[ ———— INTHEKNOW “(a 
the sea for a Hindu religious bath and customers. e fi arge. SÉ 
to mark the full moon day, police am afraid that there will be a 


said. They said 20,000 people Tsunami? Tidal wave? Seismicsea wave? nigh figure of foreigners missing 


B 
wereeracuatedinfourdisticts. — TO Refer a tsunami as-idal” prati eiaeia Ron 7 i Gema, and also my staff” k 1 00 
SE. Rake WEEE Baana | @UARE SINCE 

website recorded the magnitude... lunamisimpactuper coast. SSR | te Thei capital of Bangkok atthe 

8.9 earthquake off the west coast line depends on the tidal level at or a series of breaking waves that time. He estimat iat 700 peo- Ww L " " * 
of northern Sumatra, 1,620 km the timeftsirikes, tsunamisare may each 10,20 and even 30 plecouldhavebeenonthebesch. | mae iat shook southern WAKS cour o mo wiring 
northwest of Jakarta. It was cen- : unrelated to the tides. meters. ivit $ 
tered 40 km below the seabed. Af- “The term “seismic sea wave" is In August 1976, a tsunami Worst affected area e Sedu doce aa Ot er 
tershocksstruckinthe magnitude ` also misleading. Seismic" im- from the Moro Gulf slammed into in India, the worst affected | ofthe 20th century the US Ge. AS the Earth moves and its 
7 range. plies that an earthquake produces the southwest coast of Mindanao area was Tamil Nadu state, where ological Survey. said: slates hit each other, it breaks 

The earthquake was theworld's a tsunami, butlandslides orme- minutes after a quake that mea- 700-800 people are reported to “Weve just updated it to 89 eene alee haret 
fifth most powerful since 1900. feoriteimpacts canaiso cause a sured 7.9 on the Richter scale. have died, followed by Andhra | magnitude. That makes it the builds uj m = ra pe 
and the strongest since a 23 mr Ren, andallarenonselsmic The tsunami killed over 3.000 Pradesh state where the toll was | at largest earthquake. since en sto — 
blor slammed Alaska in 1964, US . SW aan can be pia o 3 1900,” said Julie Martinez, geo-. sure increases, another earth- 
earthquake experts said. dica de , At least 102 people were killed | physicist for the US Geological quake occurs. - 

‘The force oft shook unusually ` hardy noticeable Butas R tayon : n the federally administered ter. | Surveys Earthquake Hazards “About 1,000 km of the An- 
far afield, causing buildings to. (ums down and become com- ritory of Pondicherry near Tamil | Program in Golden, Colorado. daman thrust (or faultiine) 
sway hundreds of miles away, Nadu, Pondicherry Chief Minister Itwas the largest quake in the broke, which is a huge area,” 
from Singapore to the city of Chi- 5 N. Rangasamy said. At least 14 | world since 1964, she said. That Martinez said. “This doesn't oc- 
ang Mai in northern Thailand, “It is a very tragic situatior Five- to 10-meter-high waves people were killed in Kerala state year a major earthquake hit cur that iy ‘To have a break 
and in Bangladesh, hours after said police spokesperson Rienzie crashed onto beaches and road- and 14 in Andaman and Nicobar | Ajaska's Princje William Sound. along that long of a fault line 
the region's Christian communi- Perera,addingthatsomehospitals ways in Thailand. Islands, Patil said. DEE GE A ee maan Ug 
ties had finished Christmas cele- were unable to treat the injured. “Suddenly this huge wave Among those killed in Andha | 7:59 am (0059 GMT) off the The magnitude of the quake 
brations. Death, devastation and pain came, rushing down the beach, Pradesh were 32 people—15 of | coast of Aceh province on the increased the likelihood of af. 

Initial damage centered on the were everywhere in this tropicalis- destroying everything in its them children--who had gone into northern Indonesian island of tershocks-the tremors that 
Indonesian province of Aceh on land country of 19 million people. wake,” said Simon Clark, a theseafora Hindu religious bath. Sumatra’ (ani apposed to. follow as minor dirae 
northern Sumatra. Dozens of “I counted 24 bodies in a 29-year-old photographer from Tamil Nadw's beaches turned | swing north into the Andaman occur along the aaa 
buildings were destroyed, but as streichofonly6 kin," said Gemu- London who vacationing on Koh into virtual open-air mortuaries | islands in the Indian Ocean. main shock 
elsewhere, much of the death toll nu Amarasinghe, an Associated Ngai island near Krabi with his as fishermen's bodies washed It triggered a tsunami that | would say it makes after 
appeared to come from onrush- Press photographer who went to girlfriend. "People that were .ashore, and retveating waters left | kiled hundreds in Sri Lanka, shocks more likely and it 
ing floodwaters. ‘one of the affected areas south of snorkeling were dragged along behind others killed inland. Thailand, Indonesia and Indi ‘makes them more likely to be 

‘Towns nearest the epicenter Colombo. “I saw bodies of chil- the coral and washed up on the Sea water flooded the streets “These big earthquakes, large,” Presgrave ud "We 
were leveled by tidal waves, dren entangled in wire mesh" beach, and peoplethatweresun- of Cuddalore town, flipping over | when. they occur in shallow have already seen one after- 
Which killed atleast 408 people used to barricade seaside homes. bathing got washed intothesea.” dozens of cars and leaving some | Water ... basically slosh the shock of magnitude 7.3 and 
andleftbodies wedged intreesas “There were rows and rows of “Just out of nowhere, suddenly vehicles perched atop road di- | Ocean floor ... and its as if there have been a large num- 
the waters receded, Indonesian women and men standing on the the streets (were) awash and  viders youre rocking water in the ber of aftershocks in the mag- 
officials and witnesses said. Offi- road and askingif anyone has seen people just running and scream- Residents of Tamil Nadu and | ark and that wave can nitude 5-6 range.” 

Cials warned the death toll could their family members,” said Ama- ingfrom thebeach John Hyde,a Andhra Pradesh state spoke of | pavel basically throughoutthe Martinez said aftershocks 
rise dramatically. rasinghe. “I also saw people bring- vacationing Australian state law. four-meter (12-foot) walls of wa- | ocean, USGS  geophysicist were usually in more or less 

“I saw nine people killed by ingin bodies from the sea beaches maker, told Australian Broadcast- ter slamming into the shore. Bruce Presgrave. toldtheBBC. the same area. 
flooding, including four chil- and placing them on roads and ing Corp. television. 4 He said there had been no "Because of the size of this 

a witness who gave his covering them with sarongs.” “People were getting swept Maldives flooded signs of the impending quake. quake, you will see more 
name as Mustafa told el-Shinta |. 3 along stili on their motorbikes,” High waves inundated the | “Sis fortunately, we are not quakes ina larger area because 
radio station from Banda Aceh. Disastrous holidays Simon Morse, another Australian Maldives, a string of 1,192 coral | abe to predict earthquakes at the break or the fault line is 

A spokesperson for Indonesian Holidays tumed to disaster in tourist, told the ABC. “There were atolls off the southwestern coast | this ime and one of the bigrea- larger" Md. 
state-owned Garuda Airlines said southern Thailand, which wel- cars that had been picked up by of India, injuring one italian n c 
Banda Aces airport was flooded comes hundreds of thousands of the storm surge and they were tourist and forcing the airport to 
and planes were unabletoland. tourists to its southem beaches getting pushed down the road, close, an official said. A British victims were believed to be main- Bangladesh, local authorities said. 

à s during the Christmas season. At taking thingsoutastheywent” ` man died from a heart attack ly tourists and included some for- Officials received reports that 
Sri Lanka disaster least 168 people died, 1,900 others The owner of two resorts on minutes before the waves hit. eigners, a police spokesman said. some vessels capsized at sea, but 

In Sri Lanka, the government were injured and many more--re- Phi Phi island—where the Holly- In Malaysia, authorities closed Their identities were not immedi- there were no further details, said 
called Sunday's events a national portedly including foreign tourists wood blockbuster “The Beach,” some beaches to the public after ately known. Low Kong Chiew, director of the 
disaster and appealed for emer- diving excursions—were miss- starring Leonardo DiCaprio, was 25 people were swept away near Ar least two children were state governments Seismological 
gency relief ing, authorities said. flmed—said that 200 of his bun- the northern city of Penang. The killed when a boat capsized in Division. AP 


No hit list of counterrevolutionaries--Sison 


From page Al countries. v: ES Ip = He said his firscimpulse was to counterrevolutionaries meant 
In his statement, Sison said the VI piz “Za ignore the report as “the lie re- that they were enemies and tar- 
CPPled National Democratic allegation of Bello and Rosales, HANIP 7 74 ported is so blatantly false and gets for attacks. 
Front of the Philippines, said it whom he did not mention by = Ti INA! 224 the malicious intent to smear me “Even if your are not on the hit 
‘was not at all a list of criminal name, was “a gross act of men- so obvious." list, you become an open target 
suspects subject to arrest and in- dacity, malice and slander to mis- ^ “But I have decided to confront because you are called a counter- 
vestigation by the NPA. represent the diagram as a hit | B : thelie because itcandoharmone revolutionary." said De la Cruz, 
On the list were Bello, Rosales, list’ and to usethemisrepresena- Te 7 a way or the other to myself andto whom Ang Bayan identified as 
Ric Reyes, Boy Morales, Gani Ser- tion in order make me the target Ó others, including the purported someone belonging to the Rebo- 
rano, Manjette Lopez, Liddy of character assassination.” m33 2 letter writers,” he said. lusyonaryong Partido ng Manga- 
Nakpil, Sonny Melencio, Nilo dea. ži KA 3 Sison expressed concem for the gawa/Revolutionary Proletariat 
Cruz, Ike de los Reyes, Tito de la Psywar operation LS a safety of Bello and company “not Army-Alex Boncayao Brigade. 
Cruz, Caridad Pascual, Popoy Lag- “The purported letter writers i because the revolutionary forces De lamented that groups not 
man and Arturo Tabara. Lagman are obviously engaged in a spin or nar might hold them culpable for influenced by the (CPP) were be- 
‘was assassinated on Feb. 6,2001  psywar operation. This is orches- crimes, which can be proven in the ing tagged its “enemies.” 
and Tabara on Sept. 26, 2004, trated with similar operations of d — people's court, but because the The Partido ng Mangga- 
the military propaganda mills $ EI 1 a murderous type of rabid anticom- gawang Pilipino, which was 
Shallow and is timed with the 36th an- E < E munists in the military and police founded by the Lagman, scoffed 
Morales, a former agrariansec- niversary of the reestablishment f m “ung 3 might harm these pseudo-revolu- at the CPP claim that there was 
retary, said the diagram was inac- of the Communist Party of the K è 4 tionaries and then blame the crime no “hit list.” 
curate. He said the groups to Philippines,” Sison said. The CPP : 132859] on the revolutionary forces.” “Ie is common knowledge in 
which he was identified [Institute celebrated its 36th anniversary P d 5 pas He recalled thar since the progressive circles and admitted 
for Popular Democracy and Ak- yesterday. By ab NG L 1960s, there were instances when by CPP cadres in private, that 
bayan] did not enjoy an == Sison said that based on his ex- IRA Xs CAE rabid anticommunists in the mili- there exists a hit list of Rejection- 
status in Socialist International. perience, he did not think that the " R tary and police had engaged in ist leaders. In fact, many of those 
"rr familiar with internation- revolutionary forces would take COMMUNIST Party supporters mark the party's 3éth anniversary bloody crimes of intrigue. "They on the list have indeed been elim- 
al relations. The study (conduct- any punitive action against any- With @ rally ata busy commercial district in Manila. <c kill certain persons or make them inated and the CPP has admitted 
ed by the CPP's International De- one just because he or she holds sation and robbery,” Sison said. peared as banner story of the In- disappear and then make the rev- to practically all of the killings,” 
partment) was shallow, but it pseudo-revolutionary or even bla- He said he had yet to receive a Quintin yesterday. olutionaries the scapegoat.” PMP spokesperson Patricio 
may serve their purpose,” he tantly counterrevolutionary ideas. copy of the open letter. "I intend Sen accused the letter writers He cited "Oplan Jericho,” which. Ramirez said ina statement. 
said "The revolutionary movement to answer the letter directly and of assisting the United States in according to him was designed by”... Ramirez said the "les" peddled 
Morales said the diagram did respects the freedom of thought fully as soon as receive. copy of  maligning and criminalizing him the United States and the military by the CPP against its ideological 
not reflect a deeper understand- and expression. Asso many docu- it, unless its full substance is al- and setting him up for physical at- in 1988 to kill him in the Philip. rivals in the Left were the prepara- 
ing of relationships among  mentsissuedbytherevolutionary ready reported by [Juan] tacks by the Central Intelligence pines or abroad and then put the tory stage to any eventual violent 
groups inthe international arena. movement declare, it can seek to. Sarmiento [Jt] Sison said. Agency and sabotaging the peace blame on communists. settlement of scores. Delfin T Mal- 
“Many international parties have punish only criminal acts like Sarmiento's article on the open negotiations between the Philip. Like Bello and Rosales, Nilo de lari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
multiple partners in different murder, espionage, gross malver- letter of Bello and Rosales ap- pinegovermmentandtheNDE la Cruz said their being tagged reau and Juan V Sarmiento Jr. 


Sunken boats lose legacy of relics 


From page Al Australia and the United States. — Torresaid. as saying that some divers had broken plates and jars inthe ship- during the exploration. 
He said itwas then practical to He said the boat was still intact swept the wreck clean of even the wreck. “And they were plenty,” he Daquigan also confirmed that 
Cucuro, Magsaysay, where there- pass through Palawan from Cor. although some partshad been re- shards of porcelain jarsand plates. said. precious artifacts were found at 
mains of the PT boat lie on a big regidor because of thebad weath- moved. He expressed apprehen- Such porcelain shards can be Quezon Board Member Lour- . the site. 
rock about five fathoms deep, erand big waves. sion that it would soon be com- sold to antique shops in Manila desde Luna said she had also per- ^ "But the divers told us that 
"Thisisalegacy" and shouldbe ^ By De la Torre's account, Que- pletely gone ifnothingisdone. for P1,500 to P5,000 each, ac- sonallyseensomeofthesalvaged they had retrieved nothing of sci 
protected as a significant piece of zon and MacArthur stopped at Dela Torre leamed that partsof cording to Ort anifacis. entific value, only broken parts of 
history, De la Torre said. the Tagkawayan Cove, some 20 the boat were being sold in Cebu “An unbroken artifact can fetch > jars and plates. They sawed off 
In Tayabas Bay fronting hours from Corregidor by subma- because it is nearer to Magsaysay up to P500,000," he told his col- French divers paris of the wooden hull for 
Unisan, Quezon, divers have rine, and walked along the shore than the Palawan capital, Puerto leagues, and presented a couple Documents gathered by the In- study,” Daquigan said. 
found the wreck of a 400-year- because the Philippine President Princesa Ciry (It takes about 20 of shards from a porcelain jar ouier from Unisan police and the R 
old Chinese wooden vessel looted needed some fresh air. hours by boat to get to Magsaysay that, he said, wereamongthedis- National Museum showed that Local divers 
ofits cargo, Even parts of the ves- — On the shore, Quezon spoke from Puerto Princesa.) covered artifacts. the Far Eastern Foundation for _ Another resident said that be- 
sel itself have reportedly been withsomeresidents,amongthem He said it would be impossible Quezon Rep. Danilo Suarez, Nautical Archaeology had been al- fore the arrival of the profession- 
stolen, provincial board member Dela Torre's distant aunt Alejan- to pull up the boat because of ts who lives in Unisan, said the Chi- lowed to explore an ancient ship- al explorers, local divers using 
Gerald Ortiz learned. dra Abrina and her husband Vir- weight. He suggested that a buoy nese vessel was estimated to be wreck in Punta Point off Unisan. plastic hoses and air compressors 
Ortiz said he had asked the po- gilio, now deceased. be built to bar treasure hunters around 400 years old. The permit was issued by muse- for underwater breathing had al- 
lice to secure the area in order to Because of this piece of history, and fishermen from the area. He confirmed tothe INguen in um director Corazon Alvina on Nov ready retrieved at least 26 porce- 
preserve whatisleftofthe vessel. Palawan Board Member Raffy 2E an earlier phone interview that 8. Itis valid until May 8, 2005. lain jars and around 500 porce- 
‘The shipwreck, measuring Liggayu has proposed that Tag- Porcelain jars, plates the shipwreck had been looted of Supt. Christopher Daquigan, lain plates. 
about 30 meters long, lies some awayan be declared a historical Ortiz, chair of the Quezon its cargo. Unisan police chief, said at least Quezon Rep. Rafael Nantes 
50 meters below the water. provincial board's committee on He said that contrary to re- six French divers and two muse- said the government should sal- 
r tourism, culture and ars, said the ports, the vessel found at the bot- um officials arrived in the area vage the shipwreck because of is. 
Quezon in Palawan le trouble government should protect Punta tom of Punta Point was not a aboard a yacht and conducted ex- historical value. 
De la Torre said the American The PT boat—20 meters long Point in Tayabas Bay, site of the Spanish galleon but an old Chi- ploration activities on Nov. 12-14. ` “Whatever remaining artifacts 
convoy led by MacArthur passed and five meters wide—developed Chinese shipwreck, from unau- neseship. He said members of the local therein should be preserved. It is 
through Palawan before proceed- engine trouble in Tagawayan thorized explorations. Unisan Mayor Nonie Puache and maritime police and the part of the country’s rich cultural 


ing to Zamboanga and then to Cove and was lef there, De la He quote! a resident ofUnisan confirmed that divers had found Coast Guard handled security heritage," hesaid. 
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Ni mia a 
AERIAL view of the damage caused by a tsunami in the island resort of Phulc 


The day the sea rose 


Just out of 
: nowhere, 
suddenly the 
: streets (of 


| Phuket were) 


PEOPLE walk through debris of their houses destroyed in tidal waves on the coastal areas in Colombo, Sri 
iant sea waves crashed into coastal villages over a wide area of Sri Lanka, killing at least 300 people awash and 


people just 

running and 

screaming. . 
— People were 


: getting swept 7 


along still on irl from the Marina beach in Madras, 


their bikes’ 


AN INDIAN Coast 
Guard helicopter airlifts 
a fisherman from Marina 
beach in the southern 
Indian city of Madras. 
Hundreds have been 
killed after the tsunami. 
hit India's southern 

o coast. mre 


VOLUNTEERS carry the body of a woman who was killed 
by tidal waves at the Marina Beach in Madras, in the 
southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 


ASCIENTIST points to a seismograph reading from this 
morning's 8.9 carthquake located off the west coast of 
northern Sumatra on Sunday at the Meteorology and 
Geophysical Agency in Jakarta, Indonesia. 


walk the beach of Kata assessing damages done by the tidal 
aye that hit Phuket, Thailand. v 
eer 


N d 


A L pee 
PEOPLE stand near damaged vehicles after a tsunamihittheMarina — .. AND some of them try to remove one of the vehicles from the ATV grab shows people walking to safety after the tsunami hit 
beach in Madras... mmens shore. œn Madras. me 
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WPD secures possible terror targets: 


LINYA 
Kal 


By Tarra V. Quismundo and intelligence gathering were 
on-going. KS 

ALREADY on their toes because of 

the coming anniversary of the 

Rizal Day bombings, police in laong. a 

Manila were put under greater However a ranking officer of 
pressure to secure possible terrorist the WPD Explosives, and, Ord- 
targets with thedefusing ofabomb nance Division (EOD) said they 
inside a passenger bus Friday. already had leads on tho planted 

"We have target hardening. thebomb. X 
And we keep close watch of vital “We already “have: suspects 
installations, the tourist belt, based on the Yevieeruhich we, 
commercial establishments and could [compare] jwith: other? 
the LRT (Light Rail Transit)” said bombs we have recovered,” the 
Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong, direc- offical said. "But 1 could not re- 
tor of the Western Police District veal them as of yet.” 

(WPD). GI 

On Friday evening, Christmas Al-Qaedaconnection?. — * 
Eve, the driver of a Cainta-bound, Earlier, a Camp Craihe based 
airconditioned G Liner bus found explosives expert told the gun, 
a bomb in a backpack concealed en thatthe make up and the mate- 
under a seat of the vehicle. rials used in Fridays bomb were 

Ñ n 3 similar to those seized:frbm the 
Rizal bombing anniversary apartment of alleged Al-Qaeda: 

The discovery and defusing of member Ramzi Yotisef ín 1995. 
the bomb came a week beforethe Yousef had been known to have | 
fourth anniversary of the Rizal trained members of'the Islamic, 
Day bombings that killed 22 peo- extremist Abu Sayyaf terrorist.” 
ple and injured more than 100. group in making such explosives, 

On Dec. 30, 2000, five bombs ^ The WPD-EOD officer called 
planted in different places in on residents to help them be on 
Metro Manila exploded one after the lookout for suspicious per-$ 
the other. sons and packages. 

One of the bombs blew up an He said residentscould call the 
airconditioned bus as it travelled. police. Qu di 
along Edsa, killing a man. R are now ‘watching over: 

Asked whether the WPD al- possible targets. The public must 
FIREWATCH s 3 sorcastoo | ready had leads on who might take caution of anything suspi-" 
 Aresident of Barangay Barangka Drive in Mandaluyong nervously peers out the window to watch flames come near her house. have planted the Christmas Eve cious, The bomb squad is on call ; 


bomb, Bulaong said investigation 24 hours,” said the.officet: 


Pasig judge Electrical overloading eyed in big Mandaluyong fire 


found dead By Ruth L, Navarra Barangka Drive, At6:12 pam., the blaze wenton rooftops, dragging their hoses, to Pire investigators added that 
t Initial information from the uncontrolled, prompting fire offi- reach burning houses. an overload could Have occurred. 
in C home FIRE, which residents and fireof- Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) cials declared ita major incident. While any formal investigation in one of the numerous illegal 
ficials attributed to a possible in Mandaluyong said the blaze “It is a big fire because it is into the cause of the fire could be connections that were allegedly 
overloading of electrical circuits, was reported to them at 5:23 three alarms closer to general started, BFP probers already commoninthearea. ; , ' 
By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. hit a densely populated commu- p.m. alarm,” said Fire Officer 3 Federi- aired suspicion that it could have “Malamang dahil a Yan sa 
YEN Ss r nity in Mandaluyong City yester- — Strong winds caused flames to co Macandog. been triggered by an electrical kuryente. Marami Kasing jumper 
day afternoon. quickly spread among houses of According to Macandog, fire- overload. diyan sa Agudo (its; piobably 
‘AS of presstime, hundreds of light materials that stood close menhada hardtime reaching the Fire started as night fell and electrical because there are many 
residents were fleeing their together area because it could only beac- people were starting to turn on illegal connections over at'Agu- 
homes along Kayumanggi and “The community was on a hill cessed through one street. lights and other electrical appli- do), a female fire victim told 
Agudo Streets in Barangay overlooking the Pasig River. Most of them had to climb ances and gadgets. newsmen. x gr he 


A DAY after Christmas, a regional 
trial court judge was found dead 
after an apparent suicide inside 
her bedroom in her Quezon City 
home. 
"The body of Judge Alicia Co, 
52, of the Pasig City Regional Tri- 1 
EAR Spat over pedicab 
ered by her sister Yolanda 
Jimenez, at about 2 p.m. T l d t l 
Co had a bullet wound in the 
ninia niewen Tare Leads to slay 
it wounds, said investigator PO2 
John Sales. By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
Police said they found a .380 
caliber pistol beside the judges AN OLD couple and their. son were killed on Cras nace 
ody. Day after a misunderstanding over pedicab fare turned in- i 
Verse C E ETE Starting January 2, 2005, paying 
Eus E. Ce house at 35 page in Caloocan City. \ your Maynilad Water bill will become. 
hampaca St., Roxas District, to Police identified the victims as Isidro Centeno, 65, his es GA" 
checkonco wife Leticia, 65, and their son, Servando, 38, all of Baran- i a FYEN more conve oa 
The judge, police quoting gay Maypajo. » j 
Jimenez said, had been de- Their neighbors Remenardo Santiago, 68, and Joven Maari na kayong magbayad ng’; 
pressed over the past few days for... Dimaapi, 32, were wounded, police reported yesterday, 
still unknown reasons. The suspect, PO2 Reynaldo De Castro, 40, of the 
Sales said Jimenez was wor- Caloocan City Police Mobile Patrol Unit, managed to es- 
ried about Co so she decided to cape. 
pay the judge a visit, The sister Probers gathered that the brother of De Castro, Rodol- ~ 
r S Y a a B E fo, got into an argument with Servando, a pedicab driver, BANKS sa KALAKHANG MAYNILA 
and found her ying dead in bed. at about 9 am. on how much fare Rodolfo's friend should E 
Co's three maids—her only pay fora pedicab ride. mga karatig na bayan. 
‘companions in the house during Caloocan police investigation chief Napoleon Cuaton *Monday to Saturday for most payment.ceniers 
the incident—told police that said a fistfight erupted after which Rodolfo went home very 
they still saw Co E out E fe and sought help from his brother. _ Ñ 
room 10 minutes before the dis- De Castro then had a confrontation with the parents of A NG 
‘overyofher body. Sereni Caton said Ito po ang dapat tandaan: 
They did not hear a gunshot. Minutes later, Servando's brother, SPO2 Ariel Centeno 
‘The judge reportedly had ason of the Police Security Protection Office arrived and al- 1. Simula January 2, 7 4, Bayaran ang inyong 
in his 20s but he was not at home. legedly punched De Castro after an argument. 2008 modang f Maynilad Water bill 
during the incident. Furious, De Castro drew his handgun and opened fire, fa le ‘iad. Water, ang sa mga authorized 
According to Jimenez, Co had hitting Servando and bystanders Dimaapi and Santiago. a Kaliengen banks: RCBC 
been complaining about her eyes, De Castro tried to run after Ariel, but was met by the eee plain SAVINGS, 
which had been operated on latter's parents, whom the suspect also allegedly shot. da a EQUITABLE PCIB, 
three months ago. ‘The three were brought to the Martinez Memorial Hos- Pa inyong Maynilad > PNB, EAST/WEST 
Despite the time that had pital where the couple died. Servando was transferred to Waco oif. Ñ BANK at BP!", at sa 
passed, her eyes reportedly con- the Manila Central University Hospital where he died mga BAYAD CENTERS at LBC *' 
tinued to bother her. while undergoing treatment, Cuaton said. XEREBB PANG m 
x 
2. Ihahatid ng Maynilad NION BANK. ^ "WAP a. 


MMDA to deploy secret agents | Sewer “kaliangan ng prenroiment; 


ACCOUNT (SOA). . Maari pa rin 


THE METROPOLITAN Mani- they might initially deploy 50 cianceno said, is that no wit- kayong 
ia Development Authority enforcers in two-man teams. ness comes forward and fol- magbayad sa 
(MMDA) is taking the hands- These teams would besentto lows through with a com- C Élj mga tanggapan 
onimplementationofthelaw stake out areas with highest plaint. ng Maynilad. 
toansxerieve reports of colorum and trip: "When the offenders con- 

tanting January, the MM- cutting operations. test the tickets issued to. 
DA plans to dispatch waffle "Like any regular passen: them he case usuallygoesto | ^ Ang ATING Mga, 
enforcers in plaincloches to gers, our enforcers will ride their favor because of lack of coo 
reduce, if not stop, jeepneys jeepneys and vehicles with witnesses,” he said. "This is kabayaran ng inyong 


Sa ano mang katanungan, tumawag lamang.sa 


from trip-cutting and colo- white plates,” said Nacian- what we hope to eliminate S DL Maynilad Hotline’; 
rum vehicles from plying ceno. "When drivers break with plainclothes enforcers P i 
Metro Manila's roads, said the law, our enforcers are because they will become the p = wi i 6 2 6 US 
MMDA General Manager empowered to issue tickets witness.” 

Robert Nacianceno. of violation right there and He further said enforcers 

Nacianceno admitted that then.” to be deployed for this task or e-mail us at: 

they had not yet assigned en- The problem with colo- would not need any special callconter@mayniladwater.com.ph 
forcers for this campaign, but rums and trip-cutting, Na- training. Ruth L, Navarra acs, 
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An, Amazing First In Delivery Service . 
From SMART Buddy And Pizza Hut! 


biblia Spremno 


Now, you can have the SMART Buddy Super SIM 3 delivered to you! 
Just purchase it together with your order of The Real New Yorker Pizza or any” Pan Pizza, 
and you'll get a Hawaiian Supreme or Pepperoni Pan Pizza FREE"! 
Call 911-11-11 now. Serving most areas in Metro Manila. 


You can also ORDER THRU TEXT! : 
Type your NAME “space? ADDRESS “space? 1+1 Deal PIZZA ORDER and send it to 0918-911-11-11, 


Tex PIZZAHUT to 211 for details. | 


Available at Pizza Hut nationwide: js 

- SMART Buddy-Pizza Hut 1+1 Deal (Dine-in, Take-out & Delivery)“ Regular or Family size, all favors except Deluxe Cheese. 
~. SMART Buddy P300 CALL & TEXT Cards (Delivery only) Tr FREE PIZZA wil be of the same sz as the Pan Pr purchased. 
T SMART BuddyLoad (Dine-in and Take-out only) For The Real New Yorker, FREE PIZZA will be family size. 
You can also avall of the SMART Buddy-Pizza Hut 1+1 Deal via SIM swap! Simply swap your active non-SMART SIM to.the SMART Buddy 
Super SIM 3, load P60 together with your pizza order and get your FREE Pan Pizza! Available for Dine-in and Take-out only. 


EA 
decus a 


: Seo ers for dott 
For questions, comments. or concerns, you may cal the SMART Hotline at 888-111}, send a text message to 886 (P1.00 per message sent Promo ing fom Deere 19,2001 January 32005 
in excess of the XT allocation] Us at ART s Ce frest you. Ber DTUNCR Para No 6068 Senes of 


BASKETBALL: NBA-Gol- 


tics vs Spurs; 8 a.m. 
(19. pami, 
ports—Boston 

faces San Antonio 


Solar 


—& 2. MONDAY, 
SR "IN! DECEMBER 27, 2004 


Compiled by L Mangat 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL: NFL-Browns vs Dolphins; 


230 am. (r4 
Cleveland and 


m, and 1230 a.m) ESPN— 
kai angle on the gion 
TENNIS: US Open 2004 Rewind: mi 


night; STAR 


‘Sports—Relve the classic quarterfinal encounter 


between Roger Federer and Andre Agassi 
Schedules subject to change without prior notice, 


AWARDEES:| 


À 


OFTHE YEAR 
Jennifer Rosales 


SPORTSMAN 
OFTHE YEAR 
Manny Pacquiao 


‘SPECIAL AWARDS 
‘lex Pagulayan 
Jasmine Figueroa 
Antoinette Rivero 
PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARD 

Alvin Patrimonio 
MAJOR AWARDS 
Mark Paragua (chess) 
Nelson Mariano I 
(chess) 

Liza del Rosario 
(bowling) 

Django Bustamante 
(biliards) 
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Patti Dilema 
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Celso Dayrit 

HALL OF FAME 
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(basketball) 
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(basketball) 
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Purita Negal Jacinto 
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Chot Reyes 
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Michelle Bumgarner 
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Mauricio Yolanda 
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Enrique Ratael 
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Henry Dagmil 
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Kenneth San Andres 
Miguel Tabuena 

JR Gonzales 

Totoy Tingzon 
Hermie Esguerra 
Ato Badolato 
Jayvee Agojo 

Rene Catalan 

Roy Vence 

RP archery team 
Arvin Ting 

Tyson Sy 

Solar Sports 
OUTSTANDING NSAs 
TAEKWONDO 
BADMINTON 
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PSA fetes Pagulayan, 
Rivero and Figueroa 


OT ALL their exploits trans- 
lated to victories, but their in- 


N spiring stories were enough 


to make an entire nation proud. 

For how can one ignore the gutsy stand 
put up by taekwondo jin Mary Antoinette 
Rivero and archer Jasmin Figueroa in the 
Athens Olympics or of Alex Pagulayan, car- 
rying the Canadian colors but remaining 
very much Filipino at heart, winning the 
World Pool Championship in Taipei? 

Definitely not the Filipino people. More 
so, the Philippine Sportswriters Associa- 
tion (PSA). 

On Jan. 13, the 90-member PSA will give 
out special awards to Pagulayan, Rivero 
and Figueroa in its Annual Awards Night 
setatthe Manila Pavilion. 

The three are among the top achievers 
for the year to be honored by the country's 
oldest media organization in simple, 90- 
minute rites sponsored by Red Bull, Agfa 
Colors, Photokina, Pagcor, San Miguel 
Beer, the Philippine Sports Commission 
and NBN 4 as its carrier station. 

LPGA champion Jennifer Rosales and 
boxing sensation Manny Pacquiao have 
been named Sportswoman and Sportsman 


“Turm in your 50% down payment now and pay your balance 


monthly installments when 
versatility, 
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PAGULAYAN RIVERO 
of the Year, respectively, the highest acco- 
lade given by the PSA. 

Before a hostile crowd in Taipei last July, 
the 26-year-old Pagulayan completed his 
date with greatness after turning back lo- 
cal bet Chang Pei-wei in the World Pool 
championship finals, 17-13. 

A jubilant Pagulayan offered the victory 
to the Filipino people in worldwide televi- 
sion after the victory. 

"I know the people in the Philippines are 
rooting for me and I dedicate this victory to 
all the Filipinos who have been very sup- 
portive,” said Pagulayan in the post-game 


^ 


interview. 

He later took the first flight out of Taipei 
to Manila along with patron Putch Puyat 
and celebrated his victory in the country 
for about a week. 

In winning the world’s 9-ball title, Pagu- 
layan became only the second Filipino al 
ter the legendary Efren ‘Bata’ Reyes to win 
one of billiards’ most prestigious titles. 

And proof of his desire to represent the 
country in future international meets, he 
later applied for, and was granted, dual cit- 
izenship. 

A month after Pagulayan's stirring tri- 
umph, it was Rivero and Figueroa's turn to 
shine in the Summer Games. 

Figueroa came up with a fiery perfor- 
mance in the archery range that proved to 
be the first source of pride for the 16-man 
RP delegation to the Athens Games. 

The young archer from Tondo, who 
played in the ratings round a day before 
the Games officially started, put on a daz- 
zling show in the round-of-64 of the indi- 
vidual competition, her final arrow hitting 
the target and knocking off former world 
champion and two-time Olympic medalist 
Natalie Valeeva of Italy, 132-130. 
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POC-PSC YEARENDER 


Winds of change 
blow hard in '04 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


.THE — WINDS of change 
blew—hard—on Philippine sports 
this year. 

Just when the country is bracing 
for a big sporting event in the 2005 
Southeast Asian Games, a changing 
of the guards happened in two vital 
sports agencies. 

Philippine Olympic Committee 
president Celso Dayrit decided not to 
seek a second term and gave way to 

equestrian chief Peping Cojuangco, 
Taho got 31 of 36 votes in the Nov. 26 
polls for the POC presidency. 

Philippine Sports Commission 
chair Eric Bubain, on the other hand, 

zended months of speculation by 

“meeting the press and confirming re- 
ports on his appointment as the new 

"Games and Amusements Board chair, 
which ended a three-year stint with 
the government's sports agency. 

Commissioner Butch Ramirez has 
been named officer-in-charge in 
place of Buhain though names as to 
the official replacement keep crop- 
ping up by the day. 

‘Among those being floated are 
Manila Sports Council chair and for- 
mer Asian taekwondo champ Ali 
Atienza, Ateneo athletic director and 


RAMIREZ ATIENZA 
and, of course, Ramirez. 

Just before Christmas, the name of 
former PSC commissioner and 
Valderama, Antique, Mayor Rey 
Roquero entered the picture. 

Roquero, also a former sportswrit- 
er is reportedly the newest man being 
considered by Malacafiang, which is 
giving premium to “harmonious rela- 
tions" between the PSC and the POC. 

President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo has a point in making unity a pri- 
ority because through their history, 
the POC and the PSC have been on 
‘opposite ends of many vital issues in 
the past 

Buhain and Dayrit were no exemp- 
tions and espoused contrasting views 
frequently. 

Among them is the PSC's decision 
to cut the allowance of Class B and 


cording to Buhain does not encour- 
age competitiveness 

The same issue was also used 
against Buhain by the athletes and 
coaches’ unions as well as several na- 
tional sports associations which held 
protest actions against the former 
Swimming icon this year. 

Prior to the elections, Dayrit, who 
is the president of the SEAG Federa- 
tion, already distanced himself from 
the SEAG chores when he allowed 
Philippine SEAG Organizing Commit- 
tee (Philsoc) chair Obet Pagdanganan 
to become the chief executive officer 
ofthe Games. 

Pagdanganan wasted no time in 
appointing Cojuangco his vice chair, 
to aid the transition of power in the 
POCand the Philsoc as well. 

Upon winning the election, Co- 
juangco promised to use his enor- 
‘mous political and business clout to 
help Philippine sports. He also 
formed a working committee com- 
posed of big-name NSA heads who 
plotted his candidacy. 

Cojuangco was also reportedly be- 
ing consulted in choosing the next 
PSC chair although there were sever- 
al NSAs which floated the idea of in- 
stalling him as the concurrent PSC 
chief. 
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CREW from Skandia wave as they leave Sydney Harbor during the start of the race. 


Big boats make waves 
at start of yacht race 


‘SYDNEY—Big boats Skandia, Konica Minolta 


two days at sea. 

New Zealander Stewart Thwaitess Konica 
Minolta has been tipped to reverse that result 
ver his Australian rival this year after a series 
of impressive warm-up races. 

The leaders were desperately trying to cover 
as much distance as possible before two pre- 
dicted southwesterly changes slam into the 
fleet somewhere near Bass Strait between the 
Australian mainland and the southem island 
state of Tasmania on Monday. 

On Friday, Meteorologists warned sailors to 
expect gale-force winds averaging between 40 
and SO knots and with gusts of up to 60 knots 
as well as huge seas averaging between six and 
nine meters (17-29 feet) Reuters 


1991 SEAG organizing committee 
secretary general Junjun Capistrano 


Class C athletes to streamline the 


His camp, though, immediately 
800-plus national roster, which ac- 


thumbed down the idea. 


Tulsa basketball coach resigns 


TULSA, Okla. —Tulsa head basket- 
ball coach John Phillips an- 
nounced his resignation Saturday. 
Phillips, however, will remain with 
the school after accepting an ex- 
tended offer as assistant athletics 
director. 

Tulsa athletic 


‘and Nicorette shared the early lead in the 60th 
Sydney-Hobart yacht race on Sunday but the 
Beer of 115 boats was preparing for bad weath- 
erasitapproaches Bass Strait. 

The ASS-million (63.8 million) Nicorene, 
untried since its launch two weeks ago, 
snatched the early ead but was soon joined by 
the bigger Skandia and Konica Minolta as the 
fleet headed out into the Tasman Sea in the an- 
nual 630-nautical mile race. 

‘Super maxis Skandia and Konica Minolta, 
then known as Zana, engaged in an enthralling 
batle in last years race, sailing within sight of 
each other before Australia’s Skandia tui- 
umphed by just 14 minutes after more than 


MacLeod announced that Alvin 
“Pooh” Williamson will take over 
on an interim basis for the rest of 
the 2004-05 campaign. Tulsa is 2-5 
so far this season. 

Phillips, who became Tulsa's 
28th head basketball coach on 
April 9, 2001, had a successful 


tenure with the Golden Hurricane, 
both as an assistant coach and 
head coach. In three-plus seasons 
as head coach, Phillips compiled 
an overall record of 61-42 for a 
592 winning percentage. Phillips 
ranks 10th on the career victories 


director Judy list. Reuters 
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Bruns rec erge 
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Paintmasters brace 
up for busy holidays 


— Spc DAILY INQUIRER = 


MARVIN Ortiguerra of Welcoat grabs the 
ball against Rey Mendoza of Addict Mobile 


inarecent PBL encounter. 


Emperado leads active chess tourney 


EMMANUEL “Buknoy” Emperado of 
Parafiaque City scored his second straight win 
ar the expense of Jan Emmanuel Garcia of 
Manila after 50 moves of an English Opening 
to remain on top in the Metropolitan Chess 
Club (MCC) unrated active chess tournament 
yesterday at the club's headquarters at the 4F 
of J & F Divino Bldg. #967 Aurora Blvd. in 


Tanauan 
chessfest 
March 4 


THE 1ST Tanauan 
Chess Open-Mayor's 
Cup, the country's 
richest active chess 
tournament ever, will 
be held on March 4- 
5, 2005 ar the Speak- 
er Jose B. Laurel 
Memorial Gymnasi- 
um in Tanauan City. 

The two-day tour- 
nament offers cash 
prizes to the top 20 
finishers with the 
champion receiving 
P100,000 plus tro- 
phy. 

Made possible by 
the First Asia Insti- 
tute and the city gov- 
ernment of Tanauan, 
the event is being or- 
ganized by the Active 
Chess Center of Asia. 

“This collaboration 
between First Asia In- 
stitute and the Acca 
will put Tanauan City 
in the forefront of 
chess action in the 
country” said Joey 
120, vice president of 
the First Asia Instirute, 


RUDY ESPERAS 


Quezon City. 

Emperado, ninth placer in the 2002 World 
Open Chess tournament expert division ih 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, earlier de- 
feated Alex Vitualla of Quezon City via 40 
moves of a Ruy Lopez Opening in the first 
round, 


The 17-year-old Emmanuel, youngest son 


SPORTS 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THERES no excuse for a strong team like 
Welcoat Paints to be struggling in the PBL 
Open Championship. 

Often favored to rule the tournament, last 
conference's finalist has been going through a 
tough elimination round. While winning used to 
come easy, the Paint Masters can't even post two 
straight wins lately. 

“Tve been asking for consistency" said coach 
Caloy Garcia, whose Welcoat has won five cham- 
pionships in nine finals appearances. "Its what 
we lack and we really need a streak right now" 

Garcia senses the urgency and noted that 
they've been spending the holidays rethinking 
the team’s strategy. "We have three weeks during 
the Christmas break to work on our game,” he 
noted. 

"The youthful coach is also well aware of the 
adjustments they have to make. “We have the 
strength in offense but my concem is we relax on 
defense,” said Garcia. "We also need to pass the 
ball more so we can go after a scattered and 
more balanced scoring.” 

Indeed, Welcoat now finds itself in an unusual 
position. Unlike past conferences, the team has 
become one of the darkhorse candidates for the 
remaining outright berth in the semifinals, an in- 
centive for the top two teams after the elimina- 
tion round. 

Their fate is an apparent contrast with fellow 
finalist Magnolia-FEU Wizards, who clinched the 
first automatic slot in the semifinals. The defend- 
ing champions, who also own the toumament's 
longest winning streak at seven, holds a league- 
best 9-3 record. 

The Montaña Jewels, who are enjoying a 
breakout conference, remained in seriking dis- 
tance with an 8-2 slate. 

Welcoat and Granny Goose, though tied for 
third place, are a couple of games behind at 6-5. 

But Garcia seems unfazed. He noted that the 
Paint Masters’ remaining game schedules could 
boost their semifinal bid. 

“we're done with all the top teams and all we 
have to do now is to beat the lower (ranked) 
teams,” said Garcia. 

Garcia added that ending the year with a vie- 

tory-a 75-65 triumph over Granny Goose-wil 

be another advantage for the Paint Masters. 
"Well be prepared in our next games,” he 
said. "The team will have a high morale.” 


of MCC founding chair/president and former 
Olympian WNM Milagros “Mila” Emperado, 
has 2.0 points, the same output of Stephen 
Manzanero, Larry Ballesteros, Ronald Nonles, 
Jesus Belleza, Khan Dilinogun, Benito Ong, 
Ryan Dungca, Danilo Silva, Haridas Pascua 
and Victoriano Escora. Jun Rivera leads those 
with LS points... NM Marlon Bernardino 


SPORTSWATCH 


WINNING car Networx 
Davao City tops Blaze Shoot-out 


DAVAO CITY—Team Networx-ERE Racing recorded one of the most 
blazing performances here when driver Marvin Suzara, aboard his 
1969 EF Honda, captured the Quick 8 crown in the 2004 Petron Blaze. 
Shoot-out Speed City Christmas Bracket races at the Speed City track 
of the Riveriront Business Park in Bacaca. Suzara clocked Davao City's 
best time of 11.7 seconds, which was just short of his record time of 
111.248 seconds in the final leg of the 2004 Philippine Drag Racing Fed- 
eration series that culminated in Pasay City. ERE racing president 
Ricky de Leon and Networx Detailing team owners Stephen Santiago 
and Dong Arcilla were elated over the successful partnership that made 
Davao City the overall champion in this Davao-Cebu shoot-out. "This 
only proved the powerful combination of Networx Detailing and ERE 
Racing, said Arcilla, "We look forward to more success in the next drag 
racing Season.” Suzara romped past Gebu driver Joel Retuya of Kart- 
zone EuroStar Cebu City Ground Image whose Mazda RX-7 recorded a 
best time of 12.329 seconds. Networx Auto Detalling- Manila is at 1 
Manhattan St, Cubao, QC, (7218007). Call its Davao branch on F. Ban- 
goy Street, corner Gth Ave., Agdao, Davao City, at (082) 3007711 and 
3007722. 


Roligon derby eliminations today 

THE MUCH-AWAITED P1 milion Noche Buena 5-Cock Derby finally 
gets under way today with the 2-cock qualifying round kicking off hos- 
tities at 4 p.m. Hosted by Rolly Ligon and sponsored by Thunderbird 
Power Feeds, the 3-cock finals will be held on Wednesday. A P1 million 
guaranteed cash prize is at stake for an entry fee of P7,700. The mini- 
mum bet is P4,400. Two-pointers tonight share the P100.000 champi- 
on's prize for the day. Entries include Benjie Lim, Alex & Pol Derpo, 
Mangzee Farm, Alex Walicot, Dong Lacson, Roger Lahaylahay, Erwin 
Diamante, Wiliam Go, Allan Slaco, James Uy, Rey Briones, Benny La- 
do, Charie Cristobal, Dado Mitra, Boy Marzo, Peter Uren, Abraham 
Bernales and Nelson Uy. 


e 


CHAIRMAN'S CUP WINNERS: Manila Southwoods Golf and 
Country Club chair Robert John Sobrepeña (middle) 
congratulates Rhais Gamboa (right) and amateur standout 
Hanson So Jr., overall net and gross champions, respectively, i 
the recent Chairman's Cup tournament. Also in photo are 
Southwoods's sports and games committee chair Freddie 
Mendoza and Shean Bedi. 
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O'Neal, Bryant 
live up to hype »~ 


LOS ANGELES—Scldom has an replied: “I dont have a hatchet. We 
NBA regulurseason game drawn just wanted to come in here and 


theattention ofSaturdaysHeabiak- Win.” 
ers matchup. 


When asked what he missed the 


And when it was over, most most about Los Angeles, O'Neal said: 
agreed that Shag-Kobe Thad lived up “The police officers, the people, the 


to expectations 


kids in the hood, the Fox Hills mall, 


“AS soon as | came out, I realized the Beverly Center, all of the super- 
how big the game was. wish all the stars. | miss the atmosphere, I dont 
games were like that,” said Lamar... miss the traffic and I don't miss two 


‘Odom, who eq 
with 24 points in the Lakers’ 104- 


a season high or tee people.” 


102 overtime loss. “It was real Outofmemory 


big—it was fun.” 


When asked who those people 


‘Odom was traded to the Lakersin are, O'Neal said: “I don't know, I 
July with Caron Butler and Brim dont know their names. Their 
Grant for Shaquille O'Neal, who was. names have been erased out of my 
playing against his former team for memory IF] try to go back, H get 


the first time since one of the biggest shocked" 
transactions in NBA history 


ONeal said he didnt talk to 


Miami coach Stan Van Gundy had Bryant after the game. The two ac- 
a different take after his team  knowledged each other right before 
equaled a franchise record with its... the game began. 


1th straight victory 


Relationship show 

"There was no hype conceming 
the game at all. The hype was Shaq tion. 
and Kobe,” he said. “It was like a re- 


ONeal said he didnt watch a 
pregame tribute to him on the 
videoboard at Staples Center 

But he listened to the crowd reac- 


"T think it was 89.2 percent cheers 


lationship show It was ridiculous, in and 11.8 percent boos,” he said, fail- 


my opinion. 


ing to add correctly “But Im used to 


“Tm old-fashioned, really I only it. It was a fun day Tm sure the NBA. 
care about the game. You would. madealotofmoney today” — 


have thought it was -Lo and Ben Af- 
fleck breaking up.” 


despite their well-documented ac- 
rimonious relationship. 


Bryant's name afterward—as has 
been the case for months. 


PACER'S Jermaine O'Neal (7) blocks Pistons’ Ben Wallace. 


‘The visiting locker room was 
jammed with reporters before the 

O'Neal and Kobe Bryant led the game. O'Neal seemed amused, and 
Lakers to three consecutive cham- avoided the crowd by hanging out 
pionships from 2000-02 and a near the shower room sorting 
berth in the NBA Finals last June through tickets. 

‘Among the celebrities attending 
the game were Sylvester Stallone, 
O'Neal purposely avoided saying Nicole Kidman, Dustin Hoffman, 
Dyan Cannon, Penny Marshall, Hen- 
ry Winkler, Sugar Ray Leonard, Re- 

"When asked if he had buried the nee Zellweger, Samuel L. Jackson, 
hatchet with the Lakers’ star, O'Neal Lionel Richie and Courmey Cox. AP 


f. 


OS ANGELES— Shaquille 

O'Neal got just what he want- 

ed for Christmas as his Miami 
Heat edged the Los Angeles Lakers, 
104-102, in overtime Saturday in 
O'Neal's first clash with his former 
team—and in particular his former 
teammate, Kobe Bryant. 

The National Basketball Association game 
that had been anticipated like a visit from Santa 
provided Miami with their 11th straight victory, 
matching a dub record set in January-February 
1997. 

Bryant scored a season-high 42 points, but 
couldn't connect on a potential game-winning 3- 
pointer atthe buzzer in overtime. 

“It was a fun game,” said Bryant, whose team 
are now a lackluster 14-12 as O'Neal's Heat im: 
proved the Eastern Conference's best record to 
22-7. “We gave ourselves a chance to win it 
down the stretch. We just wanted to come in and 


keep our streak going,” said O'Neal, insisting 
that tension between himself and Bryant wasn't 
a factor. 

But the pre-game spotlight was firmly on 
Bryant's testy relationship with O'Neal. The nvo 
were often at odds even as they camed three 
NBA titles together, and soon after the Lakers lost 
to Detroit in last June's NBA Finals, O'Neal de- 
mandeda trade. 

Nine-time NBA champion coach Phil Jackson 
said he didn't want to rerum if Bryant wason the 
team, but owner Jerry Buss stuck with Bryant. 
Jackson departed and O'Neal was traded to Mia- 
miin July. 

“ic just felt like another game,” insisted 
Bryant, who made the gesture of walking a cou- 
ple of strides to greet O'Neal as the teams took 
fre floor for the tip-off—after a short video trib- 
ute to O'Neal that drew loud cheers 

It was a cursory move at best, but both players 
insisted the no eye-contact brush that passed for 
a hello was standard procedure. 

“I was just doing the same thing Lalways do. 1 


1ST TIFF SINCE BRAWL 
Pistons hand Pacers Xmas loss 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana—The return of Jer- 
maine O'Neal to the Pacers lineup wasn't 
‘enough to prevent a Christmas day defeat on 
Saturday as the Pistons triumphed, 98-93, in 
the first meeting berween the teams whose 
last clash ended in an ugly brawl in Detroit. 

Rasheed Wallace scored half of his 16 
points in the fourth quarter, including a 3- 
pointer that put the Pistons ahead, 89-80, 
with a minute and a half left to play. 

“We had a lot of guys play well,” Pistons 
coach Larry Brown said. “Our bench was real- 
ly solid, though we didn’t shoot that well. 'm 
just glad we won. I'm glad it's over. Now we 
can all go enjoy our Christmas and be with 


w our families.” Wallace and Richard Hamilton, 


Broncos rout Titans, 
keep AFC hope alive 


NEW YORK—Jake Plummer threw a pair of 
fouchdown passes and Reuben Droughns ran for 
two others as the Denver Broncos crushed the 
‘Tennessee Titans, 37-16, on Saturday, keeping 
alive their bid for an AFC wild-card berth, 

Having lost rwo of their last three games and 
‘with playoff hopes fading, the Broncos (9-6) ar- 
fived in Nashville needing a win over the slump- 
ibg Titans (4:11) and produced one of their best 
‘efforts of the season giving Mike Shanahan his 
“700th victory as Broncos coach. 

: Plummer, who had come under heavy criti- 
#ism for throwing nine interceptions and just 
gio touchdown passes in his last four games, re- 
Sponded by completing 21 of 26 passes for 303 
yards, including a 23-yard TD strike to Droughns 
to open the scoring and another Rod Smith. 

3: Droughns, who nearly missed the game with 
# pinched nerve, also had touchdown runs of 
eight and 23 yards to finish the night with 91 


yards on 22 carries. 

‘A punishing Bronco defense also made major 
contributions cooling of the NFLs hottest quar- 
terback Titans Billy Volek, who had thrown for 
922 yards in his last two games. 

Filling in for injured Steve McNair, Volek nev- 
er got untracked against the Broncos completing 
just 8 of 20 attempts for 111 yards and two inter- 
‘ceptions before being knocked out with a knee 
injury in the fourth quarter. 

In Kansas City, Lawrence Tynes, the only Scot- 
tish bom player in the NFL, booted a clutch 38- 
yard field goal with 22 seconds remaining to lift 
the Chiefs to a 31-30 win over the Oakland 
Raiders. 

‘Tynes’ first career game winner eamed the 
Chiefs their fourth consecutive victory improving 
their record to 7-8. Sebastian Janikowski booted 


a 46-yard ficld goal with 67 seconds left to put REUBEN Droughns (right) of the Denver Broncos runs with the ball as Donnie 
Nickey of the Tennessee Titans goes for a tackle during their Dec. 25 game. ae Network, Reuters 


Oakland ahead, 30-28, 


who scored 25 points to lead four Pistons in 
figures, upstaged the return of O'Neal, 
who was cleared to play earlier this week af- 
teran arbitrator reduced his 25-game suspen- 
sion by 10 games in a move the National Bas- 
ketball Association has protested in court 

O'Neal's sanction was one of the landmark 
punishments meted out by NBA commission- 
er David Stern after the Nov. 19 melee that 
erupted near the end of the Pacers 97-82 vic- 
tory over the Pistons. 

Ron Artest, Stephen Jackson and O'Neal all 
landed blows on unruly Pistons (ans in the. 
cident, which started when a fan threw a liq- 
uid-filled cup at Artest. 

Stern banished Ron Artest for the last 72 
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SHAQUILLE O'Neal (right) strips Kobe Bryant of the ball and collects his sixth foul of the game in the second half. 


Shaq gets what he wants 
as Heat nip Lakers in OT 


didn't want to get caught up in all this nonsense,” 
said O'Neal, who nonetheless listed “the trafic” 
and “avo or three people" among the things he 
doesn't miss from his eight years in Los Angeles, 

Bryant wasted no time in challenging O'Neal, 
driving into the lane on the first possession only 
to have his ex-teammate block the shot. 

Bryant made four of his five 3-pointers ina 15- 
point first quarter, and he took his total to 42 
‘with two freethrows after O'Neal had fouled out 
with 2:15 left in regulation—when he bumped 
Bryant ona drive down the lane. 

That gave the Lakers a 93-91 lead, but Bryant 
didn’t score again in the game. 

“1 felt 1 let my team down a litle bit, fouling 
our,” O'Neal said. "I was just trying to protect the 
basket. All day long I was saying to myself, ‘No 
lay-ups, and no dunks. I kind of forgot at that 
point that 1 had five (fouls).” While O'Neal insist- 
ed that he came into the game with no especially 
hard feelings, he admitted the “no lay-ups and 
no dunks" mantra applied “basically to every- 
body, bucespecially to him (Bryant).” AFP 


games of the season and suspended Stephen 
Jackson for 30 games—punishments upheld 
by the arbitrator 

Five players and five spectators face assault 
charges in the incident. 

Lest the memory of the ugly scenes sour the 
holiday mood, security was heightened with 
30 additional security guards and tethered 
courtside chairs. Another contributing factor 
to last month's brawl was eliminated as alco- 
hol sales are banned in Conseco Fieldhouse, 
on Christmas. 

Fans made their presence felt with loud 
ovations for O'Neal and Reggie Miller as well 
as boos for the Pistons. " love this state, it has 
great basketball fans," O'Neal said. AFP 


Royals bring 
back pitcher 
Jose Lima 


KANSAS CITY, Mo.—The Kansas 
City Royals brought back starting 
pitcher Jose Lima on Christmas 
Day, as the rwo sides agreed to a 
one-year contract, 

The 32-year-old Lima played 
last season in Los Angeles and fin- 
ished 13-5 with a 4.07 earned run 
average, but is now back with the 
dub with which he. won eight 
games in 2003. 

Through: parts of 11 major 
league scasons with the Tigers, 
Astros, Royals and Dodgers, Lima 
holds a career mark of 84-82 with 
3 5.00 ERA. His best season came 
in 1999, when he went 21-10 

“with a 3.58 earned run average 
while with Houston. The Sports 
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CLASSIC OPEN 


West Bound wins at last, 
-million prize 


Snares 


By Edwin Villanueva, Contributor 
WEST Bound is 
kid” no more. f 

Running as if there's no more | 


“heartbreak 


tomorrow, West Bound unleashed 
a torrid stretch rally to prevail in. É 
the 2004 Philracom Classic Open 5 
Championship yesterday, finally 
snapping a series of heartbreaking 
losses in major races. 

The 4yearold Heza Gone 
West-Fair Maiden progeny swept 
home to a four-length victory over 
defending titlist Red Star Rising 
‘who also came alive with a similar 
powerful run down the wire. 

“Sa wakas nadale rin. May pa- 
masko na may pambagong taon pa 
ako (At last we made it. This is a 
Christmas and New Year's gift for 
me),” said jubilant rider Eldy Sal- 
vador after West Bound nailed 
down the victory worth P1 million 
for the C&H Enterprises. 

The second choice in the bet- 
ting, West Bound barged out 13th 
and last among the contenders, 
with Red Star Rising just a length 
in front of him while Don Paolo 
sashayed to the lead, staying there 
gallantly up to the home turn. 

‘As Don Paolo shook off Being 
There and Suonos at the front 
end, top favorite Sexiest tried to 
close in on the leaders but was 
stymied by traffic rounding the fi- 
nal bend as West Bound and Red 
Star Rising dug in to join the fray. 

Salvador muscled West Bound 
four-wide when they bounded off 
the last bend and the chestnut colt 
briskly kicked away as if saying 
“excuse me” to his rivals to finally 
put away the 2,050-meter contest 
inimpressive style. 

“Ang tulis ng remate nya kaya 
buong dumating. Nakabawi na kay 
Red Star Rising (He rallied 
sharply thats why he came in with 
alotin reserve. At last, he got back 
at Red Star Rising),” added Sal- 
vador, who jubilantly waved his 
whip as West Bound crossed the 
wire to the defeaning cheers of 
the jampacked crowd at the Santa 
Ana Park. 

West Bound was dubbed the 
“heartbreak kid" after failing to 
sweep the-2003 Triple Crown. 
That same year, he lost the Presi- 


CIVIC worker Nandy Charvet of Man- 
daluyong City sent a box of notebooks, 
then quickly followed this up with anoth- 
erboxofniceschool bags. 

The gifts should come in handy for 
theJune time school opening. But they 
form part of a bundle of holiday good- 
ies for over 50 farm kids 

For the fourth year in a row, friends 
will gather and chip in to bring a bir of 
Joy to children living around a simple, 
tree-lined rest house in Pangao, Lipa 
City today. 

Dr. Ruel Reyes of the ATR Wines and 
Spirits, local distributors of the world- 
famous Torres brandy, will motor from 
San Pablo City bearing his own gift 
bags for each of the children from farm 
families in the area. 

This is the fourth year in a row since 
Olympian Narciso Bernardo, who has 
survived a stroke, helped start the gift- 
giving drive for children in that cool, rus- 
tie Batangas nook a good 10-minute ride 
from the Lipa City Cathedral. 

Today's affair takes extra signi 
cance in that it would give those i 


dential Gold Cup by a nose to Red 
Star Rising, who also pipped him 
in the Classic Open. Only on Dec. 
12, West Bound lost by a nose to 
Empire King in the PGC. 

Also this year, West Bound was on- 
ly fourth in the La Mirada Mile, fifth 
in the Legend Cup and sixth in the 
SMB Marho Breeders’ Cup Classic. 

“The weight (59 kilos) proba- 
bly bothered him. But hestill ran a 
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ELDY Salvador coaxes West Bound to victory. 


volved in the annual gift-giving, like 
true-blue Batanguefios Gerry Mayor, 
Mar Maralit and Danny Silva, a chance 
for a close look at the health of chil- 
dren whose health had been gravely 
affected by the choking stench from a 
big piggery in Purok 4 in Pangao. 

The noxious emission in the area 
had been contained with the help of Li- 
pa City Mayor Vilma Santos who also 
ordered a close monitoring of the pig- 
gery starting last February. 

Concerned families in the area were 
one in saying that Mayor Vi's efforts 
were the greatest gifts that came the 

ay of the poor farm kids. 

‘The concerned group involved in to- 
day's gift-giving had called the atten- 
tion of Mayor Vi after discovering the 
poor health of kids, who suffered 
mainly from respiratory ailments due 
to daily exposure to the stinking poi- 
sonous fumes from the piggery. 

Today's gift-giving affair in Pangao 
is a critical break from the tired holi- 
day ritual. 

‘A personal check on the health of 
these affected children is also meant to 


good race and Dhunoy Raquel 
hada good ride,” said former rac- 
ing commissioner Francis Tril- 
lana, who co-owns Red Star Ris- 
ing with son Michael. Red Star 
Rising got P376,750. Pi 

Cover Girl, West Bound's cou- 
pled entry, captured third spot for 
P209,250, then came Stowaway 
Lass, Don Paolo, Neat Laurel, Sex- 
iest, Lyonnais, American Woman, 
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tell the government that true concern 
does not end with publicized prayers 
and noisy gift-giving. 

Caring should resume long after pic- 
tures of Malacaang officials, taken 
together with the poor calamity 
tims, had seen print in newspapers. 

It’s that time of the year and, as in 
the past, the country's sportswriters 
have again joined hands to honor the 
year's top performers in sport: 

Golfer Jennifer Rosales and boxer 
Manny Pacquiao have been named top 
awardees, not necessarily in that or- 
der. 

Let's put it straight. On any good 
sporting year, both Rosales and Pac- 
quiao would've not made it as the 


Real Slew, Being There, Crystal 
Show and Suonos. 

West Bound, now with 12 
wins in 23 starts, clocked 2:13 
flat (28-24-26-26-29). 
ilracom chair Jimmy Di- 
lag, cominissioners Eddie Jose, 
Eduardo Domingo Jr, Vergel 
Cruz and Rogelio Tandiama, 

with PRCIS 
Erefieta, awarded the prizes. 


ASG 


Japanese horse gets . 


the same year. 


Dance City ina tight finish. 


The Frenchman won the last 
two Arima Kinen races with Sym- 


boliKris S. 


Zenno Rob Roy won the 2,500- 
Funabashi's 
in a 
record time of two minutes 29.5 


meter race at 
Nakayama Racecourse 


seconds. 


slice of race history 


‘TOKYO—Favorite Zenro Rob Roy 
created a slice of history on Sun- 
day, becoming only the second 
horse to win the Emperor's Cup, 
Japan Cup and Arima Kinen in 


Jockey Olivier Peslier won a 
record third successive titlein the 
Arima Kinen, the grand finale of 
Japanese thoroughbred racing, 
as Zenno Rob Roy edged out Tap 


“This feels fantastic,” said Pes 
lier, a triple Arc de Triomphe win- 
ner from 1996 to 1998. "Rob Roy 
was so strong and refused to let 
Tap (Dance City) run away with,” 
it." Silk Famous finished third be- 
hind Tap Dance City in the 15- 
horse field. Kikka-sho winner 
Delta Blues was fifth. v 

Japan's all-time money leader 
TM. Opera is the only other horse 
to win the Emperors Cup, Japan 
Cup and Arima Kinen in one sea- 
son. 

The four-year-old Zenno Rob. 
Roy won the top prize of $1.7 mil- 
lion, plus an additional bonus of- 
$1.9 million from the Japan Rac- 
ing Association for winning the 
treble. Reuters. 


US, Canada bets prevail 


GRAND FORKS, North Dakota — 
Dan Fritsche scored twice—in- 
cluding a tiebreaking short-hand- 
ed goal—to lead the defending 
champion United States team to a 
5-4 victory over Russia on Satur- 
day night in the opener of the 
World Jr. Hockey Championship. 

In other opening-round games 
Saturday, Canada beat Slovakia, 
7-3, the Czech Republic downed 


Belarus, 7-2, and Finland got past 
Germany, 4-1. 

itsche's second goal, scored 
midway through the second peri- , 
od, was the winner. The Amer? 
cans took leads of 2-0, 3-2 and 4- 
3 against Russia, the tournament 
champion in 2002 and 2003. 
Robbie Schtemp, Chris Bourque 
and Drew Stafford had the other 
goals forthe US. AP 


PSA fetes Pagulayan, 
Rivero and Figueroa 


From page A25 


“I told myself to just let go 
and trust the One above,” a 
eyed Figueroa had said 
after the stunning win. I did 
not expect to win. All 1 wanted 
was to improve on my record 
(152). IfI did that, it was OK for 


teary 


me.” 


The 19-year-old almost re. 
peated ché trick in the round of 
32—the first ever Filipina to 
make it that far in the Olympics 
—but lost a heartbreaker to 
World University Games silver 
medalist Almudena Gallardo of 


Spain, 150-152. 


Ramon 
nich Olympics. 


top athletes. 

There was a taunt Pacquiao 
should've made it solo top athlete, 
hands-down. 

Yes. But only if the Philippine 
Sportswriters Association, which 
hands out the awards, has run a popu- 
larity contest. 

Based on true merit, iconic Pac- 
quiao should've not been named to 
thetop. 

The best he had done was earn a 
controversial  splitdraw against 
IBF/WBA featherweight king Juan 
Manuel Marquez in Las Vegas where 
the Mexican, after suffering three 
knockdowns, had shown the world he 
was the better boxer. 

Pacquiao's four-round annihilation 
of Fahsan 3K Battery was, at best, a 
forgettable pic: 

In fact, that feast had Pacquiao 
burping after he started to run out of 
breath by the third round. 

"The famous kid with the killer fists 
could've put up a more interesting 
how if he had done his thing on the 


Nonetheless, she established 
herself as the best Filipino 
archer to ever compete in the 
Summer Games following her 
27th place finish in Athens, 
eclipsing the previous best of 
37th achieved by Francisco 
Naranjilla Jr. in the 1972 Mu- 


Like Pagulayan, Rivero also 
battled a hometown crowd 
cheering on Greek heroine 
Elisavet Mystakidou in the 
semifinals of taekwondo's un- 
der-67 division. 

Unmindful of the bumps and 
bruises, the 16-year old lassi 
gave her all and came close to, 
securing at least a silver medal, 
only to lose to the Greek by the? 
slimmestofmargins2-3. — , 

“It hurts. I know I could have 
won,” said Rivero. She fought a 
good fight in the consolation” 
round, but couldn't carry on 
and bowed out of contentiong 
with a 2-6 defeat at the hands off 
Korean Sun Hwang Kyung. 

“She may not have won a5 
medal, but certainly she wone 
the hearts of many who saw harz 
perform,” said former Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee (POC)s, 
president Celso Dayrit off 
Rivero's fearless stance. 5 


Ms Rosales did make us proud withE 
her feats abroad, capped by that lege 
win in the US Ladies Golf Associations 

ircuit. KA 

Unfortunately, that crowning jewel 
received repeated dint after Ms hor b 
ales had to figure in a series of final 
round collapses. 

She did earn a hefty fortune this- 
year. S 

But, in the end, there were those3 
who did nor hesitate to christen Ms 
Rosales the female counterpart ofa 
Frankie Mifioza. 

In case you're wondering, Minoza, 
often a splendid starter but no great 
shake in the finishing stretches, is 
also known as Captain Collapsez 
among a group of committed par- 
busters. 

Based on the choice of our top’ 
awardees, looking back at what hap-- 
pened to Philippine sports in 2004 
may not be too good an idea, 

The check-up, you bet, could only 
leave theconcerned sports fan shaking: 
his head. 


PER 5 GRAM TUBE 


pis RAT! -— 
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SPORTS 
Memories of phony fights on TV 


MEMBERS of the champion Alabang team gather at their home course after pulling off the big victory. 


Alabang regains 
GAP diadem 


THE ALABANG Ladies team rode 
the momentum of a torrid start to 
surprise the fancied teams and re- 
claim the Womens’ Golf Associa- 
tionofthe Philippines (WGAP) Cup 
held for three consecutive week- 
endsinas many courses recently: 

The Alabang team composed of 
Joan Morales, Lolit Arguelles, 
Loma Tabuena, Ofie Carlos, Vi- 
vian Chua, Gina Tuason, Finina 
Gorres, Maria Brumann, Issa Ve- 
layo, Melanie Villar and Nela 
Fornier dominated the elite five- 
team field to recapture the sea- 
son-ending title they last won two 
years ago. 

Alabang won three of its four 
matches at the start of the series at 
Manila Golf played under the aggre- 
gate format with big efforts by the 


pairs of Tabuena-Carlos, Morales-Ar- 
guelles and Velayo-Chua. 

As the showdown among the 
five qualifiers from an eight-leg 
circuit moved to the Canlubang 
north course, Alabang remained 
dominant with a three-for-four 
performance under best-ball for- 
mat behind the tandems of Tua- 
son-Arguelles, Morales-Chua and 
Gorres-Brumann. 

Carrying a commanding lead, 
the final alternate shot format 
played at The Country Club 
proved to be justa mere formality 
for the Alabang ladies with 
Tabuena-Carlos, ^— Morales-Ar- 
guelles and Tuason-Villar deliver- 
ing 2.5 more points. 

Tn the final standings, Alabang 
wound up with 8.5 points to beat 


Villamor which had 6.5. Early fa- 
vorite Sta. Elena placed third with 
6, Wack Wack had 5 and Manila 
Southwood 4. 

Alabang captain Eden Hamil- 
ton praised her team members for 

ajob well done. 

“They really worked hard for 
it,” said Hamilton. "They were not 
given a big chance of winning 
against the other teams at the 
start of competitions but pulled 
offa big surprise. 

"The five contending teams were 
the top pointers at the conclusion 
of the eight-leg WGAP circuit held 
last April to October. In the regular 
WGAP circuit, the Alabang Ladies 
team emerged as second overall 
leader but bagged the champi- 
onship in both Class B and Class C. 


THERE is no denying that Ameri- 
can promoter Murad Muham- 
mad helped revive Manny Pac- 
quiao's flourishing boxing career. 
Pacquiao himself said Murad did 
play a big role in launching his 
successful ring campaign, espe- 
cially in the United States, start- 
ing in 2001 when he fought 
Lehlohonolo Ledwaba for the IBF 
(international Boxing Federa- 
tion) super bantamweight cham- 
pionship. 

Since then, everything went. 
dandy until recently when the 
Filipino fighter wised up to 
the manipulations and broken 
promises of Murad by refusing 
to sign a two-fight contract 
presented by the glib-tongued 
promoter from New Jersey. 
However, Pacquiao relented 
and signed the contracts after 
getting assurance that he 
would receive the promised 
$900,000 purse for his next 
fight against Juan Manuel 
Marquez of Mexico in Febru- 
ary whether or not the Mexi- 
can agrees to fight him. Mar- 
quez and Pacquiao fought to a 
nail-biting 12-round draw in 
Las Vegas last May. 

Under the terms of the new 
contracts, it is now HBO and 
not Murad that will be calling 
the shots, thus assuring Pac- 
quiao of a better deal this 
time. Still, I'm wary because 
Pm reminded of unfortunate 
incidents in the past involving 
American television networks 
which came under fire for 
television phony fights and 
frequent mismatches in their 
hunger for ratings and big 
money. 

In 1977, ABC staged a tour- 
nament called the United 
States Boxing Champi- 
onships. "It seemed a dream 
come true for many faceless 
hardworking fighters, who 
toiled in backwater arenas for 
a couple of hundred bucks and 
the free use of a locker," said 
famed American sports jour- 
nalist Howard Cosell. “This 
was to be their opportunity for 
glory, and the tournament was 
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vniversally praised in publica- 
tions such as The New York 
Times and Sports Illustrated.” 

Cosell said it was promoter 
Dong King who had persuaded 
Roone Arledge, the president 
of ABC Sports, to bankroll the. 
tournament. To safeguard 
ABC's interests, Arledge got 
King to agree to two stipula- 
tions: King was to sue Jim Far- 
ley, the chair of the New York 
State Athletic Commission, as 
a consultant charged with se- 
lecting referees and judges for 
thematches and he was also to 
use Ring magazine as his 
source for fighters’ records 
and rankings, But soon the 
whispers of favoritism, kick- 
backs, falsified records and 
rigged ratings began to threat- 
en the integrity and success of 
the tournament. After the 
sixth week of fights, Arledge 
pulled the tournament off the 
air. 

Then in 1983, the NBC Tele- 
vision Network put up the 
money and agreed to televise 
one of the most egregious ex- 
amples of a boxing mismatch, 
the IBF heavyweight title fight 
between battle-tested cham- 
pion Larry Holmes and young 
and inexperienced Marvis Fra- 
zier, son of former heavy- 
weight champ Smokin' Joe 
Frazier. 

As expected, Holmes 
knocked out Marvis Frazier in 
the first round with a poten- 
tially lethal right-hand punch. 
Murad Muhammad was one of 
the promoters of that one-sid- 
ed fight which was approved 
at the last minute by the IBF, 
then a new organization com- 
prised of various state boxing 
commissions, although both 


at what sets us apart. 


Part of what forms our identity as the leading broadsheet in the country is our innate desire 
to do more than just report the news, We also do something about it. 


Our inherent traits include spearheading and supporting various programs that promote 
environmental awareness and protection, youth readership and development, and poverty alleviation. 
This is how we help give these causes the attention and assistance they deserve. 


the more prestigious World 
Boxing Council and World 
Boxing Association had re- 
fused to sanction the bout as a 
championship fight. 

And speaking of Murad, 
Pacquiao said, “I lost 
$800,000 in prize money 
when Murad failed to keep his 
promise last year.” Pacquiao 
recalled that after his dramat- 
ic 11th round knockout victo- 
ry over Marco Antonio Barrera 
in November 2003, Murad 
promised him that his next 
bout would be against Erik 
Morales for a purse of $1.5 
million. But Murad failed to 
seal the fight with Morales 
and he met Marquez instead 
on May 8 at the MGM Grand in 
Las Vegas. In that fight against 
Marquez, Pacquiao received 
$700,000 out of the promised 
$1.5 million. — 
POTPOURRI. Former Tourism 
Secretary and now Philippine 
Southeast Asian Games Orga- 
nizing Committee chair Obet 
Pagdanganan faces a major 
problem in raising the badly 
needed funds for next year's 
SEA Games. For sure, he has 
been wounded by the difficult 
times because, except for a 
few captive sponsors, many 
prospective supporters are re- 
portedly backing out...Popu- 
lar horse owner Hermie Es- 
guerra is donating part'of his 
winnings for the whole month 
of December to the victims of 
the killer typhoons which hit 
the country recently...Athlet- 
ics and chess president, Go 
Teng Kok is deserving of a 
leadership award in sports. 
There is no question that he is 
controversial, but it is on 
record that Go heads not only 
one of the most productive 
NSAs in the Philippine 
Olympic Committee, but he is 
also the main man who 
patched up the bitter differ, 
ences between the country's 
warring chess leaders. Let's 
give credit where credit is 
due. 
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Lorona fights Thai 
for WBO belt today 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


'OUNG Filipino Isidro 
NY ierra S 
with Pramuansak Po- 
suwan today for the unde- 
feated Thai's WBO Asia Pa- 
cific super flyweight belt in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 
‘The fight is scheduled for 12 rounds. 


Lorona, a protege of Sammy “Don 
King” Gello-ani of Cebu, and Pra- 
muansak easily made the 115-Ib 
limit during the official weigh-in su- 
pervised by WBO's Leon Panonci 
held at Bangkok's Yanhee General 
Hospital. 

Lorona will be fighting a foe with 
a 24-0 record littered with a total of 
10 Filipino scalps. The Thai's record 
includes 14 wins by way of stop- 
pages. 


The thing going for Lorona is his” 


youth and hunger for international 
accomplishment. 

Lorona, 23, will go into the fight 13 

Pramuansak'sjunior. 
be banking on his 

youth and speed, said Gello-ani, 
who also helped Dindo Castanares 
win the WBF junior welterweight 
crown last Dec. 11 in New Zealand. 

In the undereard, Filipino Jun Ar 
los takes on WBO Asia Pacific junior 
fly champ Kaichon Sor Vorapin in a 
10-round non-title bout. 


Gejon assured of title crack next year 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 


MANDAUE City-raised Eriberto "Yuka" 
Gejon challenges World Boxing Associa- 
tion minimumweight kingpin Yutaka 
Niida in Japan sometime in March, bid- 
ding to become the next Filipino world 
boxing champion. 

Rex “Wakee” Salud, who manages 
Gejon, said in an interview that his ward. 


has already been assured of a crack at 
the Japanese’ title. 

“Weare just waiting for March. Gejon 
should be ready by then,” said Salud, 
who also made world champions out of 
brothers Dodie Boy and Gerry Peñalosa 
and Malcolm Tuñacao. _ 

Gejon, 20-0-1 with 12 knockouts, is 
the top contender for Niida's crown. 

He is also ranked No. 3 by the Mexi 


co-based WBC and No. 9 by the New 
Jersey-based IBE 

The former Philippine _minifly 
champ, Gejon won the WBA Fedelatin 
minimumweight crown last Jan. 31 
With a technical decision over Carlos 
Melo in Caracas, Venezuela. 

The Yokohama-based Niida, 26, is 
coming off a split decision victory over 
Juan Landaeta last Oct. 30 in Japan. 


YOUNG booters of Benguet State University and Del Monte Football Club clash in the 
championship match of the PFF/Red Ribbon Football Fiesta at the Ateneo pitch in 
Katipunan recently. Del Monte won, 1-0, to cop the under- 4 title. 


Football Fiesta a big hit 


MORE than 4,000 players, 14 years old and 
younger, saw action in six months of competi- 
ion fe jl of 232 teams in 29 provinces 
le country in the 2004 Red Rib- 

bon Footbali Fiesta. 
ganized by the various provincial associ- 
otball Federation 


Zamboanga last July and 
ended with the finals of the NCR leg last Dec. 
19 at the Ateneo de Manila grounds. 

Grand opening and closing ceremonies in 
most provinces highlighted the year even as 
scholarships were awarded to the Most Valu- 
able Players in provinces like Butuan, Bukid- 
non and Iligan. 


The football season ended with the holding 
ofthe 10-hour, 7-a-side PFF/Red Ribbon Foot- 
ball Festival, complete with skills and games 
tents with prizes and food stalls to keep play- 
ers, their families and friends occupied. 
Joaqui Preysler emceed the affair, which al- 
so raised funds for the unfortunate typhoon 
victims. 
ike Barredo of the Philippine Sports 
ission, Jun Capistrano, director of Uni- 
versity Athletics at Ateneo, Vince Santos, 
head of football for the Lead Institute for 
Sport, Danny Moran, president of Red Ribbon 
Bakeshop, members of the men's and wom- 
en's national teams, and PFF president John- 
ny Romualdez graced the event. 


Guidicelli clinches 2nd in Asian Zone 


SENTUL, Indonesia—The Philippines’ Matteo 


MATTEO Guidicelli (right) with fellow Filipino karter Marlon 


Stockringer after the awarding ceremony 


www.gbxshoe 


Guidicelli made a big impression as he landed 
runner-up in the Asian karting crown at the cul- 
mination of the 2004 Asian Zone Open Karting 
‘Championship at the Sentul Circuit here. 

The 14-year-old Guidicelli, backed by Addict 
Mobile Prepaid, Penshoppe and Swatch, had 
some rough sail during the weekend yet gave a 
strong fight in the premiere Junior interconti- 
nental-A class to emerge overall runner-up to 
2004 Asian Karting champion Calvin Wong- 
wengman of Malaysia. 

Guidicelli lost the Asian Kaning crown to 
‘Wongwengman by just two points because of the 
drop-one race system. He was also the best Fil- 
ipino podium finisher that weekend since anoth- 


er top Filipino bet, Michelle Bumgarner wound 
p third after spinning out of the race in the final 
three laps of the Formula Open clas. 

His kans arrived late, leaving him with only 
one hour to practice and later found out the ter- 
rible bend on the chassis that left him dead last in. 
the five-man feld of the qualifying heats. 

Stil determined to win, Guidicelli made a big 
dive in two separate coming to jump from fifth 
to third place and a few laps after passed compa- 
triot Mark Bumgamer to wrest second place in 
Sunday mornings 20-lap pre-final race. 

He came even with Wongwengman in the 
early goings of the 25-lap final race. Guidicelli 
stepped on the gas and grabbed the lead from 
the Malaysian rival 


DONATE vour 
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However, Wongwengman's engine was really 
powerful that he regained the lead at the 50-me- 
ter straight going to the finish line to claim the 
checkered flag. 

Guidicelli took the runner-up finish while an- 
other Malaysian driver, Firhan Jazeman, 
checked in third. 

"We had limited time to practice with the 
late arrival ofthe karts costing us precious time 
to prepare for the race,” related Guidicelli who 
will be more active in the Italian Champi- 
onship Open 2005 

"We never gave up and gave it all we got,” he 
added. "We lost the Asian Karter crown, but the 
RP team's fighting spirit here earned the big re- 
spect ofthe Asian karting community" 
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By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


'OUNG Filipino Isidro 
i4 atas oa 
with Pramuansak Po- 
suwan today for the unde- 
feated Thai's WBO Asia Pa- 
cific super flyweight belt in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 
The fight is scheduled for 12 rounds. 


Lorona, a protege of Sammy “Don 
King” Gello-ani of Cebu, and Pra- 
muansak easily made the 115-Ib 
limit during the official weigh-in su- 
pervised by WBO's Leon Panonci! 
held at Bangkok's Yanhee General 
Hospital. 

Lorona will be fighting a foe with 
2 24-0 record littered with a total of 
10 Filipino scalps. The Thai's record 
includes 14 wins by way of stop- 
pages. 

The thing going for Lorona is his 
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Lorona fights Thai 
for WBO belt today 


youth and hunger for international 
accomplishment. 

Lorona, 23, will go into the fight 13 
years Pramuansak's junior. 

"Lorona will be banking om his 
youth and speed,” said Gello-ani, 
"who also helped Dindo Castanares 
win the WBF junior welterwe 
crown last Dec. 11 in New Zealand. 

in the undercard, Filipino Jun Ar- 
los takes on WBO Asia Pacific junior 
fly champ Kaichon Sor Vorapin in a 
10-round non-title bout. 


Gejon assured of title crack next year 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 


MANDAUE City-raised Eriberto “Yukka” 
Gejon challenges World Boxing Associa- 
tion minimumweight kingpin Yutaka 
Naida in Japan sometime in March, bid- 
ding to become the next Filipino world 
boxing champion. 

Rex "Wakee" Salud, who manages 
Gejon, said in an interview that his ward 


elli (right) with fellow Fi 
Stockringer after the awarding ceremony 
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has already been assured of a crack at 
the Japanese’ title. 

“We are just waiting for March. Gejon 
should be ready by then,” said Salud, 
who also made world champions out of 
brothers Dodie Boy and Gerry Pefialosa 
and Malcolm Tuñacao. . 

Gejon, 20-0-1 with 12 knockouts, is 
the top contender for Niida's crown. 

He is also ranked No. 3 by the Mexi- 


co-based WBC and No. 9 by the New 
Jersey-based IBR 

The former Philippine minily 
champ, Gejon won the WBA Fedelatin 
minimumweight crown last Jan. 31 
with a ted il decision over Carlos 
Melo in Caracas, Venezuela. 

The Yokohama-bosed Niida, 26, is 
coming off a split decision victory over 
Juan Landaeta last Oct. 30 in Japan. 


YOUNG booters of Benguet 


championship match of the PFF/Red Ribbon Football Fiesta at the Ateneo pitch in. 
Katipunan recently. Del Monte won, 1-0, to cop the under-14 title 


Football Fiesta a big hit 


MORE than 4,000 players, 14 years old and 
younger, saw action in six months of competi- 
tion for a total of 232 teams in 29 provinces 
throughout the country in the 2004 Red Rib- 
bon Football Fiesta. 

Organized by the various provincial associ- 
ations of the Philippine Football Federation 
(PFF), the country's premiere Under-14 tour- 
nament kicked offin Zamboanga last July and 
ended with the finals of the NCR leg last Dee. 
19 at the Ateneo de Manila grounds. 

Grand opening and closing ceremonies in 
most provinces highlighted the year even as 
scholarships were awarded to the Most Valu- 
able Players in provinces like Butuan, Bukid- 
non and Iligan. 


"The football season ended with the holding 
of the 10-hour, 7-a-side PFF/Red Ribbon Foot- 
ball Festival, complete with skills and games 
tents with prizes and food stalls to keep play- 
ers, their families and friends occupied. 

Joaqui Preysler emceed the affair, which al- 
so raised funds for the unfortunate typhoon 
victims. 

Mike Barredo of the Philippine Sports 
Commission, Jun Capistrano, director of Uni- 
versity Athletics at Ateneo, Vince Santos, 
head of football for the Lead Institute for 
Sport, Danny Moran, presidentof Red Ribbon 
Bakeshop, members of the men's and wom- 
en's national teams, and PFF president John- 
ny Romualdez graced the event. 
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mination of the 2004 Asian Zone Open Karting 
‘Championship at the Sentul Circuit here. 


The 14-year-old 


juidicelli, backed by Addict 


Mobile Prepaid, Penshoppe and Swatch, had 


some rough 


sail during the weekend yet gave a 


song fight in the premiere Junior Intercont- 


mental. 
2004 Asian 


‘dss to emerge overall runner-up to 
Karing champion Calvin Wong- 


wengman of Malaysia. 
Guidicelli lost the A 
Wongwengman by just 


drop-one race system. He was also the best Fil- 
ipino podium finisher that weekend since anoth- 


three laps of the Formula Open class. 

His karts arrived late, leaving him with only 
one hour to practice and later found out the ter- 
tible bend on the chassis that left him dead lastin 
the five-man field of the qualifying heats. 

Still determined to win, Guidicelli made a big 
dive in two separate coming to jump from fifth 
to third place and a few laps after passed compa- 
triot Mark Bumgamer to wrest second place in 
Sunday morning's 20-lap pre-final race. 

He came even with Wongwengman in the 
early goings of the 25-lap final race. Guidicelli 
stepped on the gas and grabbed the lead from 
the Malaysian rival. 
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However, Wongwengman's engine was really 
powerful that he regained the lead at the 50-me- 
ter straight going to the finish line to claim the 
checkered fag. 

Guidicelli took the runner-u 
other Malaysian driver 
checked in third 

“We had limited time to practice with the 
late arrival ofthe karts costing us precious time 
to prepare for the race,” related Guidicelli who 
will be more active in the Italian Champi- 
onship Open 2005. 

“We never gave up and gave it all we got,” he 
added. "We lost the Asian Karter crown, but the 
RP team’s fighting spirit here earned the big re- 
spect of the Asian karting community" 


SHES 
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GLORIOUS, SCANDALOUS 


A vintage year in sports arena 


SURE shots, long shots and 
'once-in-a-lifetime shots--2004 
had them all. 

It was an over-the-top, out-of- 
control year, sensational in glorious 
and scandalous senses, 

Halley's Comet comes around ev- 
ery 76 years. The Boston Red Sox 
hadn't won the World Series in 86 


Nobody ever won a World Series 
or even a league championship 
down 0-3 in games, much less three 
outs from a sweep. 

‘A gutsy bettor with blind faith in 
the Red Sox could have made mil- 
lions plunking down dough on 
them at that particularly bleak mo- 
ment when a sweep by their ancient 
and annual enemy, the New York 
‘Yankees, seemed inevitable. 

Ie took a se proclaimed team of 

lots" undaunted by history or 
curses, to flip fate and make 2004 
one of sports greatest vintage years. 

One of the most enduring images 
ofthe year—illustrating whatittook 
to win and what it meant to those 
who did—was the bloodstained 
sock of Curt Schilling. It gave new 
meaning to Red Sox and belongs in 
the Hall of Fame. 

Stitched to pitch, Schilling in- 
spired his teammates and lifted the 
suffering generations of Red Sox 
Nation scattered around the globe. 
It was a medical miracle, if not a 
heavenly one, the very opposite of 
‘what Boston's many pessimistic fans 
had come to expect. 

‘The signs at Fenway read "Be- 
lieve," and millions did, even if they 
feared down to the last out that 
something, somehow would go 
‘wrong as it always had since 1918, 


RED Sox jubilate after completing their amazing comeback in 


Yet Schilling delivered and David 
Oniz, Manny Ramirez, Jason 
Varitek, Johnny Damon, Kevin Mi 

lar, Orlando Cabrera and the others 
did the rest, stunning the Yankees 
and sweeping the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals in the most amazing team 


comeback in sports history. 

“All empires fall sooner or later” 
Red Sox president Larry Lucchino 
said after the Yankees became the 
first baseball team to lose a seven- 
game series from a 3-0 lead. 

“1918 is gone forever” Boston 


outfielder Trot Nixon said when the 
Series ended. “We're not going to 
have to hear about that again. 

He was wrong, though in a good 
way. These Red Sox will hear forev- 
er how they broke the so-called 
Curse of the Bambino. 


Or. Mindor: 
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ir World Series against the St. Louis Cardinals. 


Roll back the calendar to Jan. 1 
and imagine betting on the New 
England Patriots to win the Super 
Bowl en route to an NFL-record 21- 
game winning steak and the 
Boston Red Sox to sweep the World 
Seriesin thesame year. What would 


you have won if you parlayed those 
with bets on the starless Detroit Pis- 
tons to win the NBA title and the 
Sunshine States Tampa Bay Light- 
ning to win the Stanley Cup? 

What if, along the way, you ran 
up the winnings by betting that a 
single school would win the men's 
and women's Final Four in basket- 
ball. No school ever had. Connecti- 
andy, 

‘And what were the odds back 
then that Vijay Singh would win 
nine times in the yeas, become golfs 
first USS10 million man, and re- 
place Tiger Woods as No. 1 in the 
world? 

Or that Switzerland's Roger Fed- 
erer, uncoached, would become the 
first man since 1988 to win three 
Grand Slam tennis titles? 

“Roger just played too good to- 
day" Andy Roddick said after losing 
to Federer in the Wimbledon final. "1 
threw the kitchen sink at him, but 
he went to the bathroom and got a 
tub? 

Singh and Federer weren't huge 
shocks to rise to the top of their 
sports, but to win on the scale they 
did was extraordinary 

There was far ess surprise in see- 
ing Lance Armstrong pedal to a 
record sixth straight Tour de France, 
Michael Schumacher win a seventh 
Formula One title or Kurt Busch cap- 
ture NASCAR's Nextel Cup in a new 
championship format. 

Nor, despite their advanced age, 
was there astonishment in seeing 
Roger Clemens win a record sev; 
enth Cy Young award or Bary 
Bonds join Babe Ruth and Hank 
Aaron in the 700-homer club while 
winning arecord seventh MVP AP 
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‘Santa’ Aga’s drive 
benefits 500,000 


By Jocelyn Valle Atasha, could not come with him. He still had “IF THIS lasts 
Contributor no gifts for them, he added. The girl likes Bar- forever, I'll make 
bie dolls and the boy is crazy about Spider- sure this willbe 
EVEN when he's no longer a Jollibee endorser, Man. sustained, even if I'm 
hewill continue to help the burger company's "Whenever I run, I stretch out my armsas no longer with 
annual Christmas project for underprivileged though I am using Spider-Man's web-blaster,” Jollibee,” vows Aga. 
kids, Aga Muhlach told Inquirer Entertain- he laughed. 
ment during the recent party that concluded Don't they get jealous when they see him 
this year's event. SANTA aa 
‘The 35-year-old movie and TV 
actor has been appearing 
S SHOW im the food giants com. E 
e mercials for the last 10 * 
STOPPER years. According to the DR 
- + company’s website, Aga È Z 
approached Jollibee in - 
1995 with the idea of a nationwide toy drive 
for kids on Christmas. n 
‘The project was named “MaAGA ang Pasko 
sa Jollibee.” The actor started the ball rolling 
by asking friends from show business to par- 
ticipate. 
‘Aga said he never thought his pet project " PET 
would get bigger every yea During the party Velocity Broadband Internet 
held last Dec. 15 at the St. Paul Pasig gymnasi- RI 
um, he proudly said, "To date, we have col- F = 
lected toys and books for 500,000 recipients.” 
Jollibee's website reports that in 1997, the 
project donated nearly 14,000 toys to 50 


charitable institutions around the country. d eo 
Thefollowing year, the number of beneficiary | 2 
organizations grew to nearly 80. And in 2000, $ - 


64,226 toys and 3,956 books were collected 
and distributed to more than 100 institutions. 


palaasa on HOT PCs with PLDT myDSL 


Different groups of kids come to the party 
every year, said Aga. This year, the 200 young- 
sters who turned up were from the depressed 
areas of Baseco, Payatas and Commonwealth aa 
Avenue, all in Quezon City; the flood-devas- aaa 
tated barangays in Marikina City; and Nayon 
ng Kabataan, a government institution that 
houses orphans until they Find foster homes. 

“Every year we do this without fanfare,” 
Aga said. "We allowed media coverage now 


only because it's our 10th year already.” n s; as : x 
Aga laughed when told that the plastic bags e Installation ‘o Printer 


containing the gifts were taller than some of 
the kids aged four to 10 L o Save up to P11,000 


"From the way they look, you wouldn't say on 
they are ever sad,” he said. “They don't enjoy 4 a Brand New PG 


listening to people talking on stage. Usually, S — i > Hurry only 400 PCs are available 


they say thanks to me and then ask for more 
7 “toys.” 

‘The actor noted that the toys and books 
given out during the party constituted a very 
small percentage of this year's total collec- 
tion. 

‘The rest would be distributed all over the 
archipelago, including some very remote bar- 
rios, he said. 

“This is possible because Jollibee works 
hand in hand with the DSWD (Department of 
Social Welfare and Development), he ex- 
plained. 


Perfect image 
DSWD's representative, Undersecretary 
Lualhati Pablo, said of Aga: " He has a very 
pleasing personality. His wholesome image is 
perfect for the kids. You know, not all actors 
R can be effective in this kind of program. 
E, “And because he is identified with the pro- 
gram, more and more people support it every 
year” 
“If this lasts forever,” Aga vowed, "Tl make Say 
sure this will be sustained, even if Tm no 
longer with Jollibee. If they ask for my help, | 
wouldn't mind of course, After all, this can be 
done only in December.” 
‘Aga said he had just come from the hospi- 
tal, where he had an executive check-up. That 
Was why his 3-year-old twins, Andres and “Enjoy fast and reliable internet with a brand new PC. Get massive discounts of up to P11,000 on a fully loaded PC when 
you avail of any PLDT myDSL plan. What's more, you also get FREE installation on your PLDT myDSL and a Lexmark 


printer. Why wait? Visit the PLDT myDSL booth at PLDT Business Offices or designated areas in selected SM Malls. 


papara siti 


Discount/Savings 


PLOT MyDSL Plan 1995 Upto 384 Kips Php 12,999 Pip 2001 or 35% 


PLOT MjDSL Plan 2500 Up to 512 Kips Php 10393 Php $001 or 45% 


PLOT MyDSL Plan 3000 Up to 768 Kbps Php 8,999 Php 11,001 or 55% 


PC retail price is Php 20,000, inclusive of VAT 
Free Printer promo will be applied under DTI NCR # 1877 series of 2004 


Mechanics h 
J, Prom is avaiable atthe following SM Malis: Megamall, North Edsa; Southmall, Centerpoint and Lucena. 
2: Promo period s from December 24, 2004 to January 9, 2005. : 
S Alockci period o 24 months or two (2) years is required for PLDT inyDSL. 
ALPLDT myOSL applicant should have a PLOT resident! landline service. 5 T 
E SES e apalan decido totrminato tho servic whin he foctan per, a three (3) nih MSF depending ohubsorbed PLOT myDSL: plan pis ha 
iscounlsavings shali ba charged. E 
'6. Get the FREE printer when you purchase a Black and White ink cartridge (P950) or a Colored Ink cartridge: (P1200); The printer can be claimed at the PLOT Business; 
Office. bi 


BAT {SEE FLYERS FOR DETAILS Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 3427, Series of 2004 7 


TU TANT TE D ASTU EN EDI IO kasa ana 
DON'T Andres and Atasha get jealous when pao 


they see him surrounded by other children? Mc: 
“Not at all,” Aga replies. 
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“Santa” Aga's drive benefits 500,000 


erkids. They are friendly and dis- 
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surrounded by other childre: Strict dad 


"Not at all,” he replied, “They 
actually like it. They are very 
close to me. In our village (Ayala 
Alabang), they interact with oth- 


ciplined. Atasha is friendlier. An- 
dres usually tests the water first 
before approaching anyone.” 


Aga is a ma 


stay on the ABS- 
CBN sitcom, “OK, Fine, Whatev- 
ex” Though “he onl 
movie, “All My Life,” shown this 


year, it was a blockbuster. 

For 2005, he said, he is set to 
do two projects. The first one will 
have Regine Velasquez, his lead- 
ing lady in two past movies, and 
Judy Ann Santos in the cast. 


had one 


The other will be a family dra- 
ma to be shot in Dubai. 

‘Speaking of family, Aga admit- 
ted that he isa strict father. 

“I don't spoil my children with 
toys,” he said. “Whatever they 


have are mostly gifts. [don't want 
to expose them to too much com- 
puters and TV either. 

“Pd rather spend on their edu- 
c |, and teach them about 
life.” 


From MARVEL, the creai 
comes BLADE TRINITY... the 


FF 


"HIS WHOLESOME image is perfect for the kids,” the Department of Social Welfare and Development says of Aga. 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY-A new Christmas 
CD by Ilonggo artist Gilopez 
Kabayao and his family is now out 
in the market. 

“Sounds of Christmas” 
features some of the se 
son's most popular hymns 


by Gilopez and his children 
Sicilienne, Farida and 
Gilberto on the violins, and his wife, 
Corazon, on the piano. 

“These are songs that anyone can: 


SHOW 
and carols, as performed by STOPPER!" 2 manger somewhere in 


sing “at the drop of a hat,” Gilopez 
says. 

“But only after one examines the 
lyrics more closely and ponders 
their deeper meaning will one hear 
more than just the music,” he adds. 
“The real sounds of Christmas 

are the praises attributed 
tothe Messiah, tothe baby 
in swaddling clothes born 


Bethlehem one still, Silent 

Night, the one they call the 

"Beautiful Savior, the Beautiful Re- 
deemer! 

Kabayao adds: “The deafen- 


Gilopez Kabayao has new album 


ing sounds of Christmas could 
be the chorus of angels shout- 
ing ‘Glorias,’ and the blowing 
of trumpets to announce the 
joy that will come to the world 
as people acknowledge that in- 
deed, Jesus, He shall be 
Great." 

The artist says the Kabayao Fami- 
ly Quintet welcomes the rare pr 
lege of expressing, through their 
musical gifts, the “Sounds of His 
Love” and the message that they 
bring “to all who embrace the true 
meaning of having Jesus at the cen- 
ter of every Christmas.” 


Mossimo, ‘a heart for the arts’ 


ALTHOUGH it traces its roots to the United 
States where Mossimo Gianulli founded the 
brand in 1986, Mossimo has always been a 
strong supporter of Filipino artists. 

“We have always believed in the talent of 

says Mossimo Philippines 

ager Mags Deles-David. "With 

port, there's always a chance that 

one or more of them will make it big in the in- 
tional scene someday” 

In 2004 alone, Mossimo supported a num- 
ber of local artists, including Pido, Rebekah 

dal. 

Pido was part of the original Side A and was 
later vocalist of Pido With Take One. He decid- 

himself asa solo artist with the re 
album “Bittersweet.” The 12-track 
album brings to mind the gentle warmth of 
rock legends like James Taylor and Kenny 
Loggins, witha unique Filipino touch. 
ido collaborated with Paolo Santos, Joey 
Benin of Side A, Jay Durias and Tara Balane of 
South Border, Wendell Garcia and Rommel de 
la Cruz of Barbie's Cradle, Nikki Cabardo of 
Freestyle, Tots Tolentino, Mike Luis, Mar Di- 
zon and more. 

Rebekah, a protege of pop diva Kuh Ledes- 
ma who discovered her on a TV singing com- 
petition, is now promoting her single, “Stop,” 
which she herself composed. The promising 

nger wit werful voice was recently 
signed up by E-Real Records, a US-based 

outfit owned by a group of Pinoys 
ngelista 

The group intends to promote Rebekah asa 
Filipino artist abroad, a move fully supported 
by Mossimo. 

One of the biggest surprises of 2004 was 
the success of Kitchie Nadal. After only two 
months in the market, the album picked upa 
gold record award and is now on its way to 
turning platinum, on the strength of its carri 
ersingle, "Wag Na Wag Mong Sasabihin.” The 
song shot to the No. 1 slot on WLS FM, 
DWTM, 99.5 RT and WRR 101.9 no. 3 at RX 
93, NU 107, Jam 88.3, No. 4 at Mellow Touch 
94.7. It also hit number one at “MTV Diyes” 
and is currently No. 3 on the MYX Hit Chart. 

Also on the list of local artists supported by 
Mossimo in 2004 are pop diva Kuh Ledesma, 
acoustic singers Paolo Santos and Jimmy Bon- 
doc, soul siren Nina, the Essence Band, DJ 
Mike of the Akafellas who also emerged first 
runner-up in the 2004 Mossimo Bikini Sum- 
mit, Thor, Jed Maddela, the Take One band, 
the rap group Sun Valley Crew and teen diva 
Sarah Geronimo. 

But true to its reputation as a company 
with “a heart for the arts", Mossimo also 
supported the shows and albums of for- 
eign artists during their visits to the 
Philippines. These included Joshua 
Payne, Brian McKnight, Boyz I1 Men, Mari- 
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NEW YEAR'S COUNTDOWN PARTY 
with 
MS. MITCH VALDES 


Join her as she serenades and engages you this New Year's Eve with a repertoire of 
‘melodious tunes and comical acs chat will surely enliven thé atmosphere on the way 
joa new midnight. 


31 December 2004 
P750 net includes one standard drink 
Concert starts at 10:00 p.m. (Doors will open at 9:00 p.m.) 
Bellevue Grand Ballroom 


FOR INQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL 771-8181. 


REBEKAH, from singing contestant to diva's 
choice 


ahCarey and Keith Martin. 

‘After 2004, Mossimo means to go all-out 
again in supporting the best of Filipino and in- 
ternational talents in 2005. 
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MARK Bautista, young Sar of the Metro 3 ( i 
Manila Film Festival entry “Lastikman,” has Ci nemas 07 Enteng Kabisote 
marked a major milestone in his singing ca- x 
reer with his first Gold Record Award for his Q Spirit of the Glass 
self-titled debut album. Mark received the 
award recently from Viva Records A&R direc- 
tor Eugene Villaluz during a recent telecast of © Panaghoy sa Suba 
the ABS-CBN Sunday variety show, “Asap” 
where he isa regular performer. Happy Together 

The singer-actor was a finalist in the “Star 
fora Night contest held two years ago. His al- Guaranteed Seats Cinemas: P90.00 
bum, “Mark Bautista,” consists of love songs, © Lastik 

Lastikman 


like “Baliw,” "Ako'y Maghihintay,” “Another c— 1 
Chance," "The Power of Love, "Ngayon at Cinemas! Cinemas! 
Kailanman,” "One Gir” and his hit, the = i EE 
alasan One OR U [by isdn the finds © Aishite Imasu 
Buhay Kr ALO NG 
Mark is being launched to big screen star- igaw 
deed Rr Nie tickets for sale at the 

PTE te paee "PA 
powers by an enchanted tree to become the Customer Service Hotline: 688-7516 
defender of the oppressed. The movie is di- KG 

: Aad VVVVVVVVVVVVYVYVYVVVVVVYVVVY 
rected by Mac Alejandre and also stars Cherie TE hid iadi X 
Gil, Sarah Geronimo, John Estrada and Dani- 
1o Barrios. 


ROBINSONS 


FORHIS "Mark Bautista" album 


Mark San Diego 
is our man “Bo 


MARK San Diego emerged as the 
local winner in Star Movies “RU 
Bond Enough?" pan-Asia talent 
search for the ultimate Asian 
James Bond. 

Mark, a commercial model 
who portrayed Agent 007 in his 
first television commercial, best- 
ed five other Bond hopefuls in the 
website and SMS voting as well 
as in the scorecards of the panel 
of judges composed of Star 
Movies and Channel [V] pro- 
gramming heads. 

“Bond Mark" will now compete 
with other Bond finalists from 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand in the re- 
gional competition. 

The ultimate Bond gets the 
chance to be a VJ on Star and co- 
host a show. He also wins a trip 
for two to Sweden and a stay at 
the IceHotel, just like the one in 
the USS424-million grossing “Die 
Another Day. 

Filipinos can support Bond 
Mark in the final website and 
SMS voting and win prizes in the 
process by logging on to 
wwwilovestarmovies.com, or 
sending their votes by typing MARK SAN 
“Bond Mark" to 2949 for Globe DIEGO 
and 7827 for Smart subscribers. 

On Dec. 31, Star Movies will 
reveal the ultimate Asian super 
spy who is "Bond Enough" during 
the premiere of "Die Another 
Day” starting at9 p.m. 


Batangas board member 
is now in movies, t00 


WHAT do politicians-turned-ac- 
tors have in common? They can- 
not resist the glamour and popu- 
larity attendant to show business 
wn not necessarily because they 
seek matinee idol status, but be- 
cause deep inside lies the desire 
totskeona role and act it out. 

The ranks of politicians who 
have been lured by show business 
run a long list and they proved to 
be good performers in their own 
right. 

Presidential son Mikee Arroyo 
is a congressman and an action 
san “Spice Boy" Miguel Zubiri x MARCLEVISTE 


also a congressman-turned-tele- husband of Vilma Santos, È m q 
vision host. Pampanga Gov. Mark “This is a fantasy come true,” M C li © B 
lapid was a provincial board Marcsaid. “Not only do I get to be HE @ 
member before entering show a part of the growing Regal Fami- LG Ç pra È 

biz. Kim Atienza, former coun- ly; | also get to work with my 


cilor of Manila, turned news re- mayor (Vilma).” ; e [s 
porter, Even Loren Legarda Marc and Mayor Vi belong to [CS pai @ L 
played a movie cameo role while the same political party. Heis also p RU 
she was still a senator. Loren's nephew. 'romo is fr. : e 
And now, Marc Leviste, top- A talent of Cal Carries Interna- ‘om December 13, 2 
notcher in the last elections for tional Models, Marc says he has 
the provincial board of Batangas, done some television commer- 
is now a cast member of “Mano cials and guestings. But "Mano. 
Po 3, My Love,” Regal Film's offi- Po” is, understandably, his most” 
cial Metro Manila Film Festival significant show biz stint so far. 
entry This is his first movie ap- — "I have Chinese-Filipino traits, 
pearance so far. and Lam also a big fan of the 
“Mano Po' series,” he says. 
Fantasy no more Let's hope thar this young man 
During a Ker interview, will ae a m. the way for 3 See flyers for complete details. 
Marc expressed excitement over the welfare of the next genera- f 
his role as the confidant of lead tion by dutifully “acting out" his $ Per BOH-BFAD No. 1453, Series of 2005. 
star Jay Manalo, who plays the role asa publie servant. 


004 - January 21, 2005 only. 
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will never lo 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


G secs Arama Jessa Za- 


ragosa-Avanzado “confesses 
that her greatest fear is to 
look dumpy and older than her 

age. 

"Thats why | wake up early and spend 
hours at the gym,” Jessa, 25, told Ingutarr En- 
tertainment at the Avanzado home in Quezon 
City. “I do weight training and body toning. 1 

AF fi havea personal trainer. Now that [my daugh- 
an ter] Jayda is more than a year qld, 
Viu Z L Icanleave her to the yaya while 1 
] hit the gym. Our 

Jessa is married to 
singer Dingdong Avanzado. OF THE 
‘Their firstborn was delivered 
by cesarean section last June CLOSET 
1,2003. 

“I don't do sit-ups yet. My gynecologist, Dr. 
Margarita Agdamag, said could do some car- 
dio exercises, but that | should stop the mo- 
ment! feel she explained. 

Jessa was part of the soap series “Bituin” on 
ABS-CBN when she got pregnant. She left the 
show when she was six months along, be 
cause “I didn't want people to see how fat I 
was.” 

“I became really overweight—until after 1 
gave birth. | weighed 157 Ib. For a five-footer 
like me, th fas too much,” she said. “So 1 7 

d intake very carefully. went E" 
lled chicken and fish, cereals, “NEE 
wheat bread and skim milk. GOAT-HAIR make- 

“When I was pregnant and still doing Bitu- Bar 
in, 1 bad a difficult time finding the right 
clothes,” Jessa recounted. “I still wore tight- 
fitting blouses and tube tops, but I didn't use 
most of my high-heeled shoes. I asked my 
friend, designer JC Bu 
for me. I told him 1 
types that would make me look slimmer.” 

‘The fashionable star said she now wants to 
inspire other moms to always look good. 

“Having babies shouldn't mean that taking 
care of yourself is no longer important.” 

"Tops. "I prefer solid colors, although I also. 
owna few striped shirts. I got this striped top 
in the States two years ago. Does it look fad- 
ed? 1 wear this all the time. 1 love it because it 
emphasizes my shoulders. 


Are People. Ang puti ko kasi dito. The cut 
makes me look thin, and hides all the flab. 

“I ove tube tops from Tokyo Fashion. I have 
some in white and black. | go for blouses that 
are unique. I really don't care about the price 
or where I get them. Ayaw ko ng may kapare- 
ho.” 

Dresses. "I wear dresses only when I ap- 
pear on television. I bought this new red dress ~ 

msa an 


LOS GLOW a gift from Dingdong. But she 
really prefers baby cologne. 


CATSUIT from Maxi 7 
Cincoisa playful test 


peek-a-boo. 
WITH year-old Jayda 
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‘THE PRE-NATAL figure captured 
onan album cover 


„HER DOLL House jeans look good with any THIS gown reminds her of Kerna rs 
top, Jessa says. Pocahontas. ‘SHE LOVES pointy and strappy sandals, no matter the price. 


Jessa: I will never look dumpy 


From page A36 too, and ina show I did in Japan Nabigla yata ako sa presyo. Its re- the really heavy scents because it ` Armani and Mango. I prefer those “I bought my favorite earrings 
with Jaya in 1999." ally precious, so whenever I ask might irritate my baby. that are rectangular in shape. | in Japan, where 1 did a show a 
because find itvery preppy. Para" Jeans. "Because Fm not tall, 1 my yaya to clean my shoes, ld prefer baby cologne toll the don'tlike tintsthararetoo dark. , — few years ago. Star na star ang 
‘akong munting prinsesa. Ive not buy jeans that are mot too heringatan talaga ito mabuti perfumes 1 have. A writer friend “I love make-up, especially dating ko dito. 
wort this yet looking for straight. | prefer the boot cut. Tm“ "Boots are my true love. | gifted my daughter with this Bobby Brown. Theyre very ex: — I also like loop earrings, be- 
#the perfect occasion.” also into the hipster styles be- bought this black pair, think in cologne from Spain. | liked the pensive, but theyre very effective cause they compliment the shape 
<P wore this [other] red dress cause I don't look good wearing Hong Kong, four years ago. Ireal- scent so much that I decided to use so I get to use them for a long of my face. I'm not into studded 
when GMA 7 featured my lifestory waist-highjeans. ly take care of my boots, that’s it instead. Its running out, and | time. I like the liquid foundation, earrings, but the ones I'm using 
in Magpakailanman. T like it be- “I bought a pair from Doll why they still look new. 1 con- don't know wheretobuyithere” maganda ang kapit. right now are very special be- 
Cause the skirt reminds me of the House two or three years ago. 1 stantly brush them and clean Accessories. “Dingdong gave “This brush from Beauty Baris cause a friend gave them. 
Cartoon character Pocahontas. | like the color and the cut. It theirsolesto keep molds from ac- this Lochman watch to me asa made of goat's hair. Sobrang sar. “My favorite eyelash curler is a 
match the dress with strappy black. makes my big thighs look thin. cumulating. 1 also put deodoriz- birthday gift. | only asked for a da ipang-powder Very soft. Shu Uemura. They say this curler 
sandals or red pointed ones. Andit looks good with any top. ers inside the shoe cabinets. Technomarine. I couldn't believe “I like using hair clips when 1 is really made for Asian eyes. 
"This green gown from Bea Al- "My other favorite pair isa gift Perfume. "Tve been using Ralph he bought this. Its so expensive. wear casual outfits. I gota couple Sukat na sukat. 
bento is my favorite. requested a from my mom. I dont know Lauren for as long as I remember. With the price of this watch, may of hair clipsat Beauty Bar without “I own a lot of belts, but this 
Vshaped utt and she made where she bought this. Walang Right now, musing Ralph Lauren pang-down payment ka na sa looking at their price. When I one from Bench is my favorite. I 
this. Ies 5 versatile. I was still tatak. 1 like the fabric because it's Blue. Ies their newest scent. kotse. Dingdong said it was four paid for them, I was shocked to guess it's because this is very ver- 
‘wearing this when I was already faded. Also, Ididnothavetogoto “My husband bought me J.Lo's gives naman. find out that each one cost P400. satile. It's made of colorful fab- 
four months pregnant. the modista to have it repaired. Glow. It's very sweet. I don't use "My favorite eyeglasses are from. Swarovski-studded pala. rics. 1 can wear it with anything.” 
“I've worn this two-piece Larry The length was perfect.” 
Espinosa gown so many times. Bags. "You cant make me 
Sobrang laki na ang kinita nito. | leave home with a small bag. I al- 
first used it for my first majorcon- ways bring everything—wipes, 
cert at the Cuneta Astrodome in toothbrush, toothpaste, panty 
1999. The corset makes my waist shields. Name it, I have it. Those 
look really small are just my stuff. When I go out 
“The catsuit is from Maxi Cin- with my daughter, production 
co. This is similar to what Rosan- number talaga. 
ma Roces wore in one of the "I love Louis Vuitton bags, | 
awards ceremonies a few years wish I could buy more, but theyre 


ago. Rosanma's catsuit showed very expensive. | bought one for BF 
one of her breasts, mine doesn't P40,000. I always use the cylin- dat LUCIA EASD 2 


exactly expose the breasts be- drical one when! go to meetings. 
cause the nipples are hidden un- 1 got it in Japan. it was what I 
der the lace. Peek-a-boo lang. | bought out of the tips I got from 
wore this in one of my concerts, performing there. I gave my tal- 
ent fee to my family so 1 really 

: don't feel guilty. 

“My friend [singer] Marissa 
Sanchez gifted me with really 
cute bags recently. Her sister has 
a store, Mika's Kloset, at the 
Robinson's Galleria. Their de- 
signs are very unique and up-to- 
date. The bags remind me of the 
stuff the girls use in ‘Sex and the 
Gy" 

Shoes. "I like pointed sandals 
because they look good with 
flared jeans. I bought a couple of 
these in Japan. 

“Nine West has very nice strappy 
sandals. They're kind of expensive, 
like the Luis Vuitton bags, but 
they're very sturdy. You can wear 
them for many years. I have them 
in black, white and gray. 

PEOPLEArePeopletop"hidesall “I got an Italian pair for 
the flab.” P12,000 from a shop in Makati. 


: GRAND MALL 
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Fa Catch adorabile mascots: as they E—] 
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LE : parade around the mall ai 4:00 pm c: 
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Ps. Waien the Grand Concert at 7.00 CE 
PAN featuring your favorite artists 


Be: Luke Mijares Kitchie Nadal and Figure 8 
ee 
ee the shy as it colors in thes 
d Fireworks Display at Tt: 00 ini 


BIG BAGS are her thing, especially those that sport the LV logo. 


eomall! 
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‘Alternative royal family’ christens baby 
Beckham in derided Christmas party 


LONDON—Britain's “alternative roy- 
al family.” Victoria and David Beck- 
ham, were hosting a lavish but much- 
derided Christmas party on Thursday 
to christen their sons in the grounds 


GB1 


|| PAMAGHOY.SA susa 
fran 200.490.700 820. 


stagno 
El 


4 SER 


n 
AEK, [2 HAPPYTOCETHER 


SH ibabato 510 720 930 


At the Activity Center 


TOWN 


GLORIETTA AYALA CENTER 


‘CHRISTMAS RUSH BAZAAR 2004 


TMAS RUSH BAZ md 


S Ke 
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Enterrament LINE! 


Greenverr 2 | m 3 


GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
p » ES opm | EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAYS 
B EVERY THURSDAY: TO, SUNDA ade son” | unli December 26, 9.00pm. Greenbelt 3 Park 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents OH ROMEO 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - January 14 to 30. 2005 


estie New Ayala Museum located beside Greenbelt along Makat Avenue. 
For maures peste cat 757-7117 


Ayalav MUSEUM 


Kal argazing 
Pag Glorietta 


‘Ayala Cinemas take pleasure in giving 
their loyal moviegoers the chance lo meet 
greet the stars ofthe 2004 Metro 
Manila Fim Festiva this yulelde season. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


December 28 LASTIKMAN Characters in parade 
Sunnat orema tay 

Hati E 

TRAN Geese Nenana 


Decombor 27 400 PM 
Glongta 4 cinema oi 


‘SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 
Decembor28 420 PM. 
laeta 1 coma lobby 


December 30 1200 NN 
Marati Marketi 


December 30 200PM 
‘Gloria 4 cinema lobby 


ENTENG KABISOTE 
LASTIQUAN 


LASTIKMAN 


Havo your picture taken wi the stars for FREE 
and wn exciting prizes. 


AYALA CINEMAS 


Lovenall! 


The 30th Metro Manila Film Festival 
opens December 25 in Ayala Cinemas. 


= Watch che 2004 
MeGroManila 
TULO. Festival 

Sp entries in Ayala Cinemas and get 
special offers from our partners. 


BURGER KING, 
P25 combo meal! 


MC DONALD'S 
Free drink upsize for every value meal 


nanan 


JOLLIBEE 
Free drink upsize for every value meal 


Promo duration: Dec 25 - Jon 5 Pe OAR pre PASIG Senes et 24 


TU. = 


P chocolates 


-4 ayala cinemas 
movie tickets 


LY 5 ] Promo duration: 
SHAI. December 24 6 25,2004 


Ley 


Per DTENCR Permit No A1-818 Seres of 2004 


$347 loc 374 * AYALA CINEMA: 
Ph G3 e SURSEATS GA to 253 (laa) or 211 (Smari 
ton lor web reservations. 


aid], 


NE MEDIE | C 


Movie Theatres el the New Mileniom. 


Cinema 200 Target Mall 
D (Sta, Rasa, Laguna) tel (049) 637.0926 


RESERVED 
RESERVED 
RESERVED. 
H 
Cinema 2000 Waltermart H 
(Gata) te (09) 525.0385 | 3 2m 
aaa 
sew 
BNTENGKABISOTE 
MAND PO-3 
arnan 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) tel{075) 568.6771 
LE 


ENTENG KABISOTE 
mew 


(Galois tel (049) 545.7202 


[SET 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 


of their "Beckingham Palace" home. 
The England soccer captain and 
his pop star wife, a former Spice Girl, 
were to welcome a Who's Who of 
British celebrities for the evening 


sion. 


showed the 


Lianas MovieCity dade Cinema. 
(Angeles City) tel 45) 887.801 to 03 


honey. ENTENG KABISOTE 
2 p 
3osm MANO PO 
à asm 


Cine Nepo 

(Angeles City) tel (045) 267.0121 

1 NONO po 

asurunsuin |? ENTENG KABISOTE 

vssmixwan [ 35m LASTIKMAN 

AID PO-3 HAPPY TOGETHER 
ENTENG KABISOTE 


Mega Center Mali 


Cine Nepo 
agapan ta 755152 

mar 

sta World Mall emere 
[oc] 3am eee 


wawopo-3 lie HAPPY TOGETHER 
ENTENG KASISOTE 
SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 
LASTIUAN. 


Centre Plaza Cinema 
(Balanga, Batan) tel (047) 237.7007 
SKY CAPTAIN 
SHARK TALE 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
[d 
ENTENG KABISOTE 
SPIRIT OF THE GLASS 
MANO PO-3 


(Tarlac) te (45) 982.1728 
LASTIQUAN 
ENTENG KABISOTE 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


2 DARKNESS 
3 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 


5 THE FORGOTTEN 


7 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 
2 THE FORGOTTEN 
3CELLULAR 

4MAY 

5 DARKNESS 


1NANG NAK 

2BIRTH 

3MAY 

4SHREK2 

5 NATIONAL TREASURE 
6 NED KELLY 


1 CELLULAR 

2 AFTER THE SUNSET 

3 NATIONAL TREASURE 
4 THE POLAR EXPRESS 
5 BRIDGET JONES 2 


4 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 


4 SUPERBABIES: BABY GENIUSES 2 


6 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIES/SCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


: < REGIONAL CINEMAS 3 


4 ALEXANDER 

2 PA-SIYAM 

3 BRIDGET JONES 2 
4 ONE MISSED CALL 
5 SEED OF CHUCKY 


2 THE GRUDGE 
3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
4 OUT OF REACH 


(045) 875-1927 5 
045) 961-6270" 


4 THE SIN 

2 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 

3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
4 TAXI 

SAFTER THE SUNSET 

6 DARKNESS 


ILOILO: ^. 


4 WHITE CHICKS 

2 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 
3 NATIONAL TREASURE 

4 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 

5 SAW 

6 DARKNESS 


(033) 336-8070 


The a 
Perfect Gift 
allyear Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass 

to the Hottest Seats in town. 

Get Special discounts oe volum: pias 

Far marketing and events/reservations please call 

Marketing Services Department at 687-7945 1047 locals 14and 15 


ceremony at a refurbished chapel 
amid the fake ruins of a rural man- 


Aerial photographs in a newspaper 


private chapel in the 
grounds of their 
home at Sawbridge- 
worth, 56 kilometers 
north of London. 

Media said no ex- 
pense was being 
spared, with butlers 
set to serve guests a 
six-course meal after 
the service by a 
Church of England 
minister. 

“It will, in true 
Beckham fashion, be 
an absurdly over-the- 
top event,” wrote the 
Daily Mail, which 
like other "tabloids 
had a large two-page 
spread on the prepa- 
rations. 

David Beckham— 
who famously sat 
with Victoria on 
thrones when they 
married in 1999— 
was said to have 
scoffed at reports 
the event was cost- 
ing 2,500 pounds 
($4,900) a head. 

“it will be much 
more than that!” he 
assured friends, ac- 
cording to the Mail. 


Guest list 

Close friend and 
singer Elton John, 
and his partner David 
Fumish, were to be 
the godfathers to 
Beckham boys Brook- 
lyn, 5, and Romeo, 2, 
a spokesperson con- 
firmed to Reuters. 

News reports said 
the guest list also in- 
cluded Liz Hurley and 
boyfriend Arun Nayar, 
tennis player Greg 
Rusedski and wife 
Lucy actor Tom 
Cruise, England soc- 
cer manager Sven 
Goran Eriksson and 
the other former Spice 
Girls—Geri Halliwell 
Emma Bunton, Me- 
lane Brown” and 
Melanie Chisholm. 

The Daily Express 
said the pregnant 
Victoria—or “Posh 
Spice" as she was 
known in the "Spice 
Girls” band—had in- 
sisted on "modest at- 
tire" for the event. 

“Pregnant Victoria 
issaid by one guest to 
be feeling a little in- 
secure about her fig- 
ure and doesn't want 
to be literally over- 
shadowed by dis- 
plays of decolletage 
that could have 
someone's eye out," 
it said. "And yes, that 
does mean you, Liz 
Hurley.” 

One paper dubbed 
the chapel “Chav 
Chapel"—using the 
new buzzword for 
young flashy Britons. 
Photos showed mock 
ruins the pair have 
putup by the chapel, 


Kiss and tell 
For the Beckhams, 
the event was clearly 
meant to put a gloss 
on an otherwise mis- 
erable year. 
Victoria has been 
taunted 


her stuttering singing 
career ard posses- 
siveness toward her 
husband. David 
Beckham has lost re- 
spect on the pitch 
due to mediocre per- 
formances for both 
England and Real 
Madrid. 

And kissand«ell 
revelations by al 
leged lovers of David 
during a lonely peri- 
od in Madrid rocked 
their marriage. 

“The event is seen 
as an attempt by the 
couple to show the 
world that their mar- 
riage is back on track 
and that ‘brand Beck- 
ham’ still has global 
appeal,” the Mail. 
said. Reuters 
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Hopeful prospects for 2005 


HOW ARE our entertainment ater, The high priest of multicul- ater classics, so 5 mm Ru- 
prospects for 2005 shaping up? tural hip-hop, Lonnie Carter, bio” to be honored along with 
ias ene NM VIEWFINDER ff- | brought his ubertheatricalitytoa themis agreat honor, indeed. 
At the very start of the year, on movingly simple story of Filipino Mare good news: “Magno Ru- 
Jan. 1, start the year on a bright, Nestor migrant workers scratching their bio" will be staged next at the 
colorful note by catching the Pa- way toward love and self-worth.” well-regarded long Wharf The- 
rade of Roses on TV. Every year, 3 "Magno- Rubio" keeps fine ater in New Haven, CT, this com- 
this floral extravaganza dazzles company in the Top 10 list, which ing March and Apr 
viewers with its creativity and va- famous songs. But the best im- includes: "A Delicate Balance,” Ma-Yi's executive director, 
riety, and this year's edition pression was made by Fantasia, “Equus,” “Free Man of Color,” Jorge Ortoll, shares, “We hope 
should be another inspiring stun- who sang as if her life depended “Hamlet,” “I Never Sang For My more regional theaters pick the 
ner. it Father,” “The Ligt the Piazza,” play up for their 2005-2006 sea- 
Then, on Jan. 19, the four IF she keeps working hard and “Sweeny Todd,” “Trying,” and son.” We second the motion, 
year of "American Idol" unreels doesn't take hèr success forgrant- "Yellowman." Jorge, and congratulations all THANKS to Jasmine Trias (left) and Camile Velasco, ‘Al’ has acquired 
by satellite on Star World. The ed, Fantasia could become a ma- Most of the titles cited are the-, around! a huge following in the Philippines. 
three-month singing search has jor talent on both the live perfor- 
acquired a huge following in the mance and recording scenes. 
Philippines, thanks to the fact Finally, February 2005 will 
that two of its finalists in 2004 see the staging of the Fist Cine in ear 
(Jasmine Trias and Camile Ve- malaya Alternative Film Festival Gc jme a | cmmar 1 [oped emn io quA 
Tasco) were Fil-Am talents. and Competition at the CCR A CLONE IT naton ctos sancia CHEADLE MAG ROBERTS tont aga as i 
Everyone here hopes, of special project of the Film De- < imo NONG, Soo sona, 
course, that Fil-Am singers will velopment Council of the Philip- i 
again figure strongly in the 2005 pines, the Cultural Center and 
tilt, perhaps doing even better the UP Film Institute, the festi- 
than Jasmine's third-place finish. val seeks to give breaks to some 
What about winning the top prize 20 new filmmakers, by way of 
this time around? showcases and production 
Tharll take some doing, of grants 
course, especially since text-vot- — Also, take note of the fact that 
ing plays such a big part in the January 2005 will see the start 
tilts selection process. But Fil- of classes of new Asia Pacific 
ipinos in the States can be de- Film Institute, which seeks to 
pended on to support “our” best teach professional filmmaking 
bet, so things are looking up for to students from all over the re- L 
Fil-Am talents on the new edition gion. S 1 sipa. L G. 
of ‘American Idol." ‘The brainchild of Marilou Di- | Kris aquino 
In this connection, we recently az-Abaya and Ben Yalung, the f- s 
watched a musical special in institute will hold classes at the 
which the stars were the til’s top CineColor film studios and labo- 
winners during its first three ratory, where the students will 
years of existence--Kelly Clark- get to do hands-on work with 35- 
son, Ruben Studdard and Fanta- man color equipment and facili 
sia Barino. ties, under the tutelage of active 
Kelly is the biggest star of the industry professionals. " San 
three, but shedidn'tshine bright Pasang HANYA 
lyenough during the musical spe- “The Romance carlo, 
cial. Perhaps her success had got- of Magno Rubio" 4 
Frey Aol Anand kgb e m NG 
her performance was rather list- Magno Rubio” has been cited by hd em 
Jess. The talent and exceptional. Chicago critic Chris Jones as one ME. f uS LS a ca 
voice were clearly evident, but ofthe 10 best theater productions m a> Ea 
the impact of her performance aged in Chicago in 2004. His 07-06-05 e» i Ez c» e»rmmu 
fas blunted by her rather smug take on the play, which was ini- Pa j OFFICIAL ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 2004 
attitude, tially mounted by the Ma-Yi the- a TWELVE IS THE NEW ELEVEN. 


Ruben did better, and even arer company in New York: T kasd MTRCB RATING” PG:13 
bowled the audience over with ^ «rhe Romance of Magno Ru- : 
some of his innovative stylings of pio, at the Victory Gardens the- 
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Consumer TUTETS weakens sharply 


BSP survey says expectations for 2005 also pessimistic 


CURRENCIES By Doris C. Dumlao “stable” and only 8 percent felt“bet- “The decline in the next-quarter 
PESO-DOLLARRATE E ter" nowcomparedtoayear ago.” expectations showed a continuing 
CONSUMER confidence weakened sharply this quarter, — “Themajorconcernsofrespon- drop in respondents’ expectations 
defying the usually upbeat Christmas season, due to rising dents with negative expectations on the economic conditions of the 
nG pricesand deteriorating household income. ^ were high prices of commodities, country and family financial situa- 
mo increase in wages, no work tion" Buenaventura said 
This was the highlight of the The DI is the difference be- and decrease in income," Bue- The outlook for the next 12 
latest Bangko Sentral ng Pil as tween the share of households naventura said. months likewise worsened, with 
survey on consumer expecia- which answered in the affirma- On the other hand, the minori- the diffusion index turning to - 
dl tions. tive and those which replied in ty which shared positive expecta- 16.7 percent from a positive 7.6 
8 BSP Governor Rafael Bue- the negative for a given indicator. tions anticipated increases in do- percent in the previous survey. 
DECEMBER naventura said that based on the The negative index on consumer mestic and overseas income, About 41.5 percent of the re- 
pe uU tees pne for the fourth expectations indicated an unfa- wages and employment. spondents expected their situa- 
= quater the diffusion index of vorable view. The consumer expectations in tion to remain stable in the year 
STOCK MARKET 2.425 householdsin Mewo Ment Abou 57 percent ofthe sample der for the ne quaner also ahead while 37.6 percent expect- 
å Ta fell to -49.1 from -40.5 percent households rated their economic turned worse to-20.5 percentfrom ed worse situation. Only 20.9 
Quiet week for stocks seen inthe previous survey. situation as “worse,” 35 percent -8.1 percent in the previous survey. CONSUMER/B2 
THE STOCK market is expected PSECOMPOSITEINDEX 
to be "fairly quiet” for the holi- 
day-shortened week. 
"Vacationing investors ig- 
nored the signing of the bill on 
the indexation of sin taxes into 
law, the improvement in the tax 
collection of the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue for November SDH 
and the focus on the value- Tirrrresusswanzz By Michelle V. Remo under the original draft bill ofthe 
added tax bill and the dropping DOF were those granted to activi- 
of the telco franchise tax and je af pak a. THE DEPARTMENT of Finance ties related to seed and dairy pro- 
petroleum excise taxes by regulators," an analyst from a local broker- has widened the coverage of the duction, aquatic and fisheries, 
age firm said bill that seeks to rationalize fiscal book publication, cooperatives, 
“There are no major market-moving news for this week and no eco- incentives, pushing for the with- "folk arts, telecommunications, 
nomic indicators scheduled for release. The Phisixis trading within a drawal of more duty and tax non-stock lending, exports, cam- 
range and should continue to trade within this range (his) week" the perks granted under several spe- pus journalism, invention, and 
analyst added. A S cial laws. shipping, among others. 
However, Jose Vistan of AB Capital Securities, said “momentum and "The DOF was originally seek-  Instinitions and organizations 
last-minute window dressing may help the market have a positive bias ing che lifting of incentives grant- whose fiscal incentives were also 


Tor tna final two rading sessions o e year” Te a ae 
du added trat gains may besa as the Indexis seen totradebe- SÀ Under 26 special laws, bar has. supgemcd o br widraw eo 
IAT = - 
composite index ended flat, adding 1.16 points or 0.06 percent to close KO (Oe raul func PAG diei, an 
at 1,807.49 last Thursday. official, the government standsto Amusement and Gaming Corp., fou nier RM 
BPI Trae sald atate start of wating last we collet P11.25 bilion inaddition- Philippine Sports Commision, Tye GOVERNMENT aseomnnedton ns tseni hose inodor because ninove 
cautious ahead of former action star Fernando Poe Jr.' al revenue a year from the revised and the National Youth Commis- it cannot go on subsisting on oat funds. ied ‘the measures it plans to 
Cr L proposal, compared with the P8- sion. oe 
gained more confidence to accumulate select stocks,” BPI Trade billion potential revenue fromthe With the new draft bill, the DOF — gas welis: launch of nationwide relorestabon programs; and improvements in 
noted. Elizabeth L. Sanchez original version. wants to withdraw the fiscal incen- ‘enlorcement mechanisms to increase efficiency. 


Incentives that will be lifted GovT/B2 Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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"WE OFTEN hear the lament that we Filipinos 
are so good at planning and consistently come 
up with impressive plans and blueprints for de- 
velopment—but it is in their implementation 
that we fail. I recently received my personal 
copy of the new Medium-Term Philippine De- 
velopment Plan (MTPDP) covering the period 
2004-2010, which was formally launched by 
the government a few weeks ago. My friend 
Secretary Emy Boncodin of DBM describes it as 
‘one that improves on previous MTPDPs by be- 
ing more focused and clear-cut on what it wants 
to achieve. She should know, it is her task to 
translate the plan into the annual national bud- 
gets over the next six years. And here lies a key 
factor that determines whether the new devel- 

: opment blueprint will in fact be faithfully imple- 

" mented. To many, the key to a plan's implemen- 
tation is in ensuring that budgetary resources 
are allocated in accordance with it. 


Actions on the ground 
To the common Filipino, faithful imple- 
mentation of the MTPDP should translate to a 
..definie improvement in their lives. As Neda 
* chief in the 1990s, [used to tell my audiences 
that the measure of whether the MTPDP was 
“successfully implemented was in how many 
df the following and similar questions could 
be answered by the common people in the af- 
firmative by the end of the plan period: 
they able to find adequate work and liveli- 
hood? Are they able to have proper nutrition. 
and good health? Can they access and afford 
health care services when they need it? Are 
their children able to go to school and obtain 
good quality education? Is water and electric- 
ity available in their homes 24 hours a day? Is 
it easy to travel to and from work, or to trans- 
port one's products to the market? And so on. 
Delivering these outcomes requires public 
investments in tangible projects, in the form 
of physical and social infrastructure (roads, 
ports, schools, health centers and hospitals), 
public services (garbage collection, mass 
transport, disaster management) and good 
governance (efficient and reliable law en- 
forcement, a fair justice system, participative 
policymaking, effective regulatory systems). 
‘Thus, a vital companion to the MTPDP is the 
Medium-Term Public Investment Program 
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(MTPIP), which I like to describe as the trans- 
lation of the plan to actions on the ground, 
and which would ultimately help get a “yes” 
answer to the above questions. The inter- 
agency Development Budget Coordination 
Committee further translates the MTPIP into 
the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework 
(MTEF) that directly determines the shape of 
the annual budgets over the plan duration. 


Upset by pork barrel 

‘All these entail an involved process of consul- 
tation with the various concerned departments 
and agencies of government, and a rigorous pri- 
oritization of specific programs and projects on 
the basis of economic, social, politcal and prac- 
tical (eg. fund availability from extemal 
donors) criteria—not necessarily in that order 
of importance. It also entails the rigid evalua- 
tion of individual projects by the inter-agency 
Investment Coordination Committee (ICC) and 
the Neda sector staffs who provide the ICC's 
technical secretariat support. One can thus say 
with confidence that the allocation of funds to 
various public investments in the DBCC-en- 
dorsed budget has a solid basis. 

Iris this rigorous process of allocating gov- 
ernment's extremely scarce resources that 
gets set aside when politicians take liberties 
with the proposed national budget submitted 
by the President, and make reallocations 
based on purely political considerations. That 
is why the pork barrel system is seen to be in- 
consistent with sound public investment pro- 
gramming and budget prioritization. To be 
fair, the Constitution does give the power over 
the purse to Congress, as elected representa- 
tives of the people. In the 19905, I sought to 
address this issue by inviting legislators to 
participate in the MTPIP formulation process. 
‘This way, they would have greater ownership 
of the budget as submitted by the President. 


Stil, that did not stop many legislators from 
introducing congressional insertions and ap- 
propriating large amounts for their individual 
discretion. If we truly believe in the MTPDP 
and would like it to be faithfully implement- 
ed, then the pork barrel system will have to be 
done away with. 


Ownership is key 

Thad been quoted as having "criticized" the 
new MTPDP upon its release for its lack of 
consultation, compared to — previous 
plans—something that was conceded to but 
defended by some government economic offi- 
cials, including Neda Secretary Romulo Neri 
himself. My observation (it was not meant to 
be a criticism) was well meaning. 1 was pro- 
ceeding from the premise that a well-consult- 
ed development plan will also find wide own- 
ership among the people, and will therefore 
benefit from wider support and participation 
in its implementation. A development plan 
must have a proper balance of “top-down” 
and “bottom-up” elements in its formulation 
to be successful, particularly in its implemen- 
tation. The 1990s MTPDP was such a plan, 
which benefited from strong participation by 
civil society through NGOs and people's orga- 
nizations (POs) and by the business sector in 
its formulation. As such, they also had great 
stake in ensuring its implementation, notonly 
through advocacy but also through direct ac- 
tions of their own in partnership with govern- 
ment. While it did not and could not possibly 
make everybody happy, we were able to 
achieve a healthy tri-sectoral partnership that 
was highly instrumental in the country’s dy- 
namic performance in the '90s. We cannot af- 
ford to make the NGOs and POs feel alienated 
and excluded from the Plan, as many now 
seem to feel with what they see (fairly or un- 
fairly) as insensitive policies being rammed 
through by the government. Otherwise, we 
risk having a significant segment of society 
actually obstruct implementation of the Plan, 
no matter how clear and focused- -but nar- 
rowly supported--it may be. 

And if this prevents us from implementing 
it faichfully, the MTPDP will end up being 
what it sounds like: an "empty" PDB Com- 
ments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu 


Gov't seeks scrapping ... 


From page Bi 


tives of more activities and sectors, including 
the following: Commission on Elections, impor- 
tation by television and radio broadcasting sta- 
tions, rural banks, port organization, electric co- 
‘operatives, and scientific and technological re 
search, among others. 

‘The bill being pushed by the Department of 
Finance is part of the Arroyo administration's 
plan to rationalize fiscal incentives, which is 
aimed at arresting huge revenue losses 

Aside from the DOFS bill thar seeks to reduce 
fiscal incentives granted under special laws, the 
rationalization plan also calls for the scrapping of 


some incentives granted by the Board of Invest- 
ments. 

In 2003 alone, the government lost the op- 
portunity to collect P340 billion in revenue 
due to fiscal incentives. 

Aside from the withdrawal of the fiscal incen- 
tives granted by special laws and those given to 
BOl-registered firms, the rationalization plan 
also includes the lifting of value-added tax ex- 
emptions of several products and services. 

‘The proposal to lift VAT exemptions, in- 
cluding those of petroleum products and of 
services rendered by doctors and lawyers, is 
expected to generate P28 billion in additional 
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CAP 
in talks on 


new loan 


COLLEGE Assurance 
Plan Philippines Inc. 
(CAP) is in talks with 
a US-based investor 
who may provide the 
embattled pre-need 
firm up to $300 mil- 
lion in loan. 

The proposed loan 
has a repayment term 
of 10 years with a grace 
period being negoti 
ed for the principal 
amount and interes 

CAP is in the process 
of seeking dearance 
from the Securities and 
Exchange (SEC) for the 
proposed loan, SEC 
‘Chair Fe Barin said 

United Gains, led by 
its spokesperson Jay 
Baron Alzate, has met 
with the SEC as the 
representative of the 
unnamed US investor. 

CAP earlier drew 
from its cash deposit 
with Philippine Veter- 
ans Bank to pay P20 
million in tuition lia- 
bilities to plan hold- 
ers, CAP has already 
Submitted to the SEC 
its list of schools and 
plan holders who re- 
ceived the money. 
CAP is now preparing 
todraw down another 
P20 million. 

‘The SEC earlier al- 
lowed CAP to pay its 
plan holders using its 
trust fund. CAP could 
draw P110 million 
from its cash deposit 
with Veterans Bank 
intranches. 

CAP would substi- 
tute the amount to be. 
withdrawn with 
bonds of the Metro 
Rail Transit to keep 
intact its trust fund at 
ihe Veterans Bank. 
Elisabeth L, Sanchez 


ae 
à 


eariy bam dot 
‘tion dan o fis Pr, 


Bansang ine. 


‘Seat ine 
‘Santis Fane he. 


eragin Con 
[a 


m— 
SET 
S 


pangs Tormi Sv 
Loreo Snipping Co. p 
in. 


mc 
R 


pnm 
EE 
Em 
a 


T 
S 
T 

E Asan ment 
zat oles fs 

por 
Hah Nagbop. 


[ep 
Mantee Coas ne. B 


iste oes he 
ele aoe ne 


Mas Semiconductors Co 


MANUFAC 
ore, 


eio 
Ka 

EET 
Sr 


Ayala Laraine. 


Robinsons Land Corp, 
nany ara heros 
Sti Pre boang ne 
x ng Co. la A 
‘becky Co ne 
a hang agua 
stent 


December 23, 2004 
Country 

Unites States 
depen 

Unted Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Suitzecant 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 
Brunet 
Indonesia 
Thailand 

UAE 

Euro 

Argentina 


Ringgit 
New Peso 


pais 
South Atrica Rand 
Korea 


Taiwan 


Won 
M Dolar. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2004 


opn uan LO 
BANKS & FINANCIAL SERVICES 
BANKS 


S 


cd 


see 


959: 


EH 
ancal SERVICES 
39 
E 
138 


Bos: 
Eo 


bi 


oe 
Es 
ü 


eg E 


2.8 gene. En 
a S P 0 
igus ERERENBERESE 


B 


isa BE. 


S fon 


NH 
od 


mpag. 
PA 
5 
ck 
BR S: 


e 
eub Eu 


a 


E 


wn 


H 


B 


vR Korea 
EJ 
awe Boast Hiacel 
ER. 
B 8588 


Rs 
d 


I 


Pa 
Ref 
m 
Ego. 
ba 
d 8: 
SE 


B 
B aan 
BE E: 
RRR, 


208 
en 
Ss. 


=) 
3 
Gang] 


RES RR aS ROR aoe 


pu 


an 


iN, DS 
beat 


une 
me 


CE 

dignus 
285.85. 
5 


SES i 
ES 
Lorum 

$ 

& bacs. 


xm EM foot 
pa. 
S8 


H 
PI Pa 
838888883; 


Set 


UN 


SESS Dos 


RR 
Bee. 
8883855858 


BRET 
E 
È 525 Que 
2a 


A 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


1,000900 
0009598. 
1.914700 
0128912 
0867528 
0.805672 
9.609942 
0.766107 
2682681 
0.266660 
0.608088 
0.000107 
0.025611 
0.272301 
41338900 
0.337667 
0.369822 
0.180096 
0.022838 
0.263193 
0.088759 
0712911 
0.177066 
0.000950 
0.030908 


Equlatent 


0746882 
0.007169 
1430055. 
0.095983 
0.647941 
0.601742 
0.455555 
0.572191 
1.301224 
0.199163 
0.454170 
0.000080 
0.019128 
0.203377 
1.000000 
0.252197 
0.276213 
0.134510 
0.017056 
0.196574 
0.057038. 
v 0.532460 

0.132247 
0.000710 
0.023152 


Equivalent 


56.1440 
0.5389 
407.4989 
72152 
487065. 
452306 
342446 
430123 
1489310 
348714 
34.1405 
0.0060 
14379 
152881 
781712 
189580. 
207803 
30118 
12821 
147787 
50394 
400257 
99412 
00533 
13404 


Consumer confidence ... 


From pago BI 


percent expected some 


ment in the next 12 months. 
Family income was expected to 


decline this quarter bu 


starting the first quarter of 2005. 


Family expenditures 


commodities were likewise ex- 


pected to rise by an aver 
percent in the first q 
2005 compared to the 


quarter, with food and electric 
bills fueling the increase. 


“with these trends 


sumer spending and income, the 


growth rate in personal 
tion exper 


2005,” he said. 


But Buenaventura noted that re- 
spondents were more cautious in 


their purchases of assets 


ter, as the buying conditions index 


declined to 20.4 percent 


percent in the previous survey. 


"The growing cautio 


iditures could increase 
modestly in the first quarter of 


consumer spending for assets 
could indicate a slowdown or 
even a possible decline in the vol- 
ume of sales of appliances, cars 
and residential houses,” Bue- 
naventurasa 

The survey showed that con- 
sumers were expecting higher 
unemployment and interest rates 
as well a5 a peso depreciation in 
the next 12 months. 

Compared to the previous sur- 
vey, however a slightly lower infla- 
tion was expected during this quar- 
ter The highest price increases were 
seen to come from electric bills, fish 
and seafood, meat and rice. 

‘The consumer expectations 
survey was conducted last Octo- 
ber 1-7. The results reflected the 
separate business outlook survey 
conducted by the BSP for roughly 
the same period. 

Based on the BSP's business out- 
look survey, business confidence 
deteriorated this quarter primarily 
dueto skyrocketing oil prices. 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY DATA 
Philippine exports seen 


to reach $50B in 2006 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


PHILIPPINE exports are expected to reach 
550 billion within two years, buoyed up by 
bright prospects in the mining and informa- 
tion technology sectors, the firming up of a 
trade pact with Japan and the implementa- 
tion of key infrastructure projects, according 
tothe Department of Trade and Industry. 

DTI data showed that renewed investor in- 
terest in mining would benefit downstream. 
industries such as the businesses in jewelry, 
semiconductors and mineral processing. 

"The improve situation is attributed to the 
Supreme Court's Dec. 1 ruling that again al- 
lowed foreign companies to engage in the lo- 
cal mining sector. 

"The continued headway in IT and ITen- 
abled services, and the medical tourism and 
wellness services sectors is also seen to boost 
‘export earnings. A bright outlook in automo- 
tive parts manufacturing and food sectors 
‘would also push up revenues. 

Latest data from the National Statistics Office 
show that eamings from merchandise exports 
forthe first nine months of 2004 stood at $28.9 
billion, an increase of 8.5 percent from $26.6 
billion posted in the same period last year 

Electronic products valued at 5193 billion 
remained the top export earner with 66.7- 
percent share of the total revenues inthe first 
three quarters, up 9.4 percent from $17.6 bil- 
lion in the year-ago period. 

Earlier this month, Trade Secretary Cesar V 
Purisima said the country’s export performance 
in 2005 is projected to reach double-digit 
growth and outperform the 2004 export record. 

Purisima said the business environment for 
exports would be more conducive in 2005, 
which would pave the way for further acceler- 
ation in the coming years. 

He said bilateral agreements, favorable laws 
for business, increased investments in the ex- 
port sector, and an improved export plan in the 
next five years would further strengthen the 
country's international trading position. 

He said that by next year, the Japan-Philip- 
pines Economic Partnership Agreement 
‘would be put in place, increasing export activ- 
ities between the two countries. 

“With the lifting of trade barriers, Philippine 
products will have easier access to the Japanese 
market. [twill also enable Japan to overtake the. 
United States as (RP3) No. 1 export market.” 

The trade chief is also optimistic that the 
country will achieve its 10-percent export 
‘growth target for this year. 


Singapore air 
carriers press 
for added fees 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


SINGAPORE Airlines and Silk Air have filed 
with the Civil Aeronautics Board new peti- 
tions for additional fuel surcharge of $3 on 
short flights and $10 on long trips. 

The two carriers based in Singapore two 
weeks ago received the CAB approval to im- 
pose an additional fuel surcharge of $2 on 
short flights and $7 on long trips 

A fuel surcharge is added to the ticket price 
and should be removed once prices of avia- 
tion fuel ease. A fare hike is permanent. 

Jet fuel accounts for about 30 percent of an 
airline's operating cost, the second highest ex- 
pense after labor, according to industry 
sources. From about $44 per barrel in June, 
the price of jet fuel had soared past $55 per 
barrel recenily. 

Singapore Airlines and Silk Air, in separate 
petitions, wanted to increase the fuel surcharge 
to $10 from the current $7 for every one-way 
trip to and from Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, 
‘Cambodia and the Philippines. 

‘The two carriers said it wanted to raise the fu- 
el surcharge to $22 from the current $12 for ev- 
ery one-way trip to and from China and India. 

“The CAB said it had also approved the re- 
quest of Taiwan's Eva Air for a surcharge in- 
crease of $2 to $8.40 per sector from $6.50 
persector or for every one-way trip. 

Still pending before the CAB is the petition 
of Northwest Airlines fora $25 fuel surcharge 
per sector or for every one-way trip remained 
under review. 

^A CAB official said that when the American 
carrier sought and got the approval in August 
for its $20 per sector fare hike, the local repre- 
sentatives said Northwest, asa policy, would not 
ask for a fuel surcharge and just a fare increase. 

"The CAB is asking Northwest why itis now 
asking for a fuel surcharge when it said months 
ago that the head office only believes in asking 
fora fare increase,” an aviation official said. 

‘The CAB also had not approved the petition 
of Hong Kong's Cathay Pacific for a third 
crease in fuel surcharge as well as South Ko- 
rea's Asiana Airlines petition for a $1 hike. 

Cathay Pacific is asking for an additional 
fuel surcharge of $2.20 on one-way short trips 
and $8 on long flights. 

"The CAB had given domestic carriers such 
as Philippine Airlines, Cebu Air Pacific and Air 
Philippines Corp. a provisional authority to 
impose a fuel surcharge of P200 to P400 on 
domestic fights, 
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RP seen as regional business hub by 2006 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


TAGAYTAY CITY--Soaring for- 
ign investments in all govern- 
mentdeclared economic zones 
cross the country will make the 
Philippines the next regional 
business hub in Southeast Asia by 
year 2006, according to a Philip- 
pine Economie Zone Authority 
(Peza) official, 

“And we're now getting close to 
it” Elmer San Pascual, Peza Invest- 
ment and Promotions Department 
manager, said with confidence 
during the recent roundtable dis- 
cussion with the Ingumen held at 
the Viewsite Restaurant in this city. 

San Pascual also cited the pre- 

iction of the Political and Eco- 
nomic Consultaricy Risk Ltd. based 
in Hong Kong in 2001 that the 
Philippines would be allied with 
Hong Kong and Singapore as the 
upcoming regional business hub 
by year 2006. 

The Peza official said total in- 
vestments in the economic zones 
in the first 10 months of this year 
alone already reached P35.6 bil- 
Jion. 

San Pascual said about 60 per- 
cent of the P35.6 billion invest- 
‘ments involved expansion projects 
df existing companies inside the 


expand their business in the coun- 
uy rather than repatriate their 
‘earnings back home, this only 
shows their confidence in the 
Philippine economy as well as in 
Peza,” he boasted, 

Japan remains the top foreign 
investor inside the economic 
zones, clinching 40 percent of the 
country’s total investments during 
the period 1995 to 2003. 

Filipino investors followed next 
with 17 percent while the US regis- 
tered third in the index with 14 
percent. 

In 1986 to 1994, during the 
time of the Peza predecessor, the 
Export Processing Zone Authority, 
the total investments in economic 
zones registered only P22.3 billion, 
‘San Pascual said. 

But during the nine years under 
Peza, from 1995 to 2003, he 
claimed that the total economic 
Zone investments became 37 times 
bigger with a total of P837.6 bil- 
lion. 

T 1994, the total manufactured 


exports from the economic zones 
was a measly $2.7 billion. Last 
year, exports posted a total $27.3 
billion. 

Economic zone exports in Jan- 
wary to September last year regis- 
tered a total of $19.3 billion. Dur- 
ing the same months in the current 
year, the export index rose to 524.3 
billion ora 25.8-percent increase. 


ITsector 

The semiconductor and elec- 
tronics sector still accounted for 
the huge slice of zone exports as 
well as investments, posting 56 
percent of the total cumulative in- 
vestments in the products sector 
during the 1995-2003 period. 

Tt was followed by the electrical 
machinery sector, which registered 
a far 12 percent of foreign invest- 
‘ment index. 

He said Peza opened the infor- 
mation technology (IT) sector only 
in late 1999 but it now constitutes 
3 percent of the total foreign in- 
vestments inside the industrial 
zones 

“The growth of the IT sector is 
tremendous, especially among call 
centers. In Metro Manila, we now 
have 21 IT centers, IT parks and 
buildings, four in Cebu and one in 
Laguna,” San Pascual noted. 

“Almost all foreign IT companies 
are already here, while a number 
of them are still coming in,” he 
added. 

Hesaid the Philippines has been 
able to attract big call center com- 
panies from the US owing to the 
“very competitive Filipino work- 
force” 

"They are literate, English- 
speaking, easy to train, hardwork- 
ing and very friendly” he said. 

He also attributed the influx of 
investors in the telecommunica- 
tions sector to the deregulation of 
the industry 

A Peza pamphlet described the 
Filipino workers in the IT service 
sector as the “new breed of world- 
class service professionals and are 
referred to as ‘global knowledge 
workers" because they are intelli- 
gent and able to compete at the 
highest levels among the best in 
the world.” 

But San Pascual warned that in 
five years’ time, the vast Chinese 
manpower pool could also have a 
big chunk of the employment op- 
portunities owing to its govern- 
menrs present thrust of transform- 


PEZA officials optimistic about getting more investments in the zone. 


ing its growing labor force into an 
English language-iterate army of 
workers. 

“Three years ago, the Chinese 
goverment had required the 
teaching of English even in ele- 
mentary. Is no longer exclusive to 
college level" he said. 


Garments lag 

Garment products, the former 
centerpiece of Philippine exports, 
was below the investment 
chart—posting only one percent, 
way below its former record in the 
"705 and early '805 when the sector 
visually registered 70 to 80 percent 
of the country’s total foreign in- 
vestment portfolio. 

"Our former foreign garment 
manufacturers have now gone to 
Laos, Viemem, Bangladesh and 
China,” San Pascual noted. 

"The Peza official said they would 
soon open a new field of inves- 
ment—tourism economic zone 

San Pascual said they had al- 
ready approved four tourism eco- 
nomic zones, which are all waiting 
to be officially declared by Mala- 
cahang. 


He cited Panglao Island in Bohol 
province as one of the proposed 
tourism economic zones. 

‘The Peza will also promote the 
‘country as a “medical tourism 
area,” the official said. "We will be 
ready to come out with a particular 
policy sometime next year so that 
we will be able to compete with 
Thailand.” 


Peza'srole 

San Pascual said the Peza assists 
in the national effort to create em- 
ployment opportunities, generate 
foreign exchange and encourage 
the dispersal of economic activities 
in the countryside through the es- 
tablishment of special economic 
zones. 

It was created under Republic 
‘Act. No. 7916, known as the "Spe- 
cial Economie Zone Act of 1995.” 

The Peza supervises the opera- 
tion of economic zones throughout 
the county: It is also responsible 
for the grant of fiscal incentives 
available to investors locating in- 
side a declared industrial area as 
well as to developers/operators of 
the economic sites. All projects reg- 


istered with Peza are required to be 


- export-oriented to be able to avail 


of tax and fiscal incentives, accord- 
ing to San Pascual. 

‘He advised prospective econom- 
ic zone developers to also secure 
clearances from the Department of 
Agriculture and the Department of 
Agrarian Reform before the ap- 
proval of their application as spe- 
cial economic zone. 

Inside the Calabarzon area, the 
minimum land area for privately 
owned economic zone is 25 
hectares, while outside of the re- 
gion, the Peza requires a minimum 
of 50 hectares. “The trend now is 
private sector-led economic zones. 
"They also enjoy their own sets of 
incentives,” San Pascual said. 

He said most companies prefer 
to locate in economic zones be- 
cause of the investment perks that 
include tax and duty-free importa- 
tion cf capital equipment, income 
tax holiday, and a S-percent tax on 
gross income in lieu of all taxes, 
among others. In 1999, the num- 
ber of companies inside the export. 
processing zones was less than 
300, scattered in at least 16 eco- 
nomic zones located in different 
strategic parts ofthe country. 

As of October this year, Peza 
maintains a total of 67 operating 
economic zones all over the coun- 
tay--all serving as hosts to at least 
1,232 foreign companies. 

Four of these zones are govern- 
mentowned. 

"We are considered as an invest- 
ment promotion agency," the Peza 
official said. 

He said there are five other gov- 
emment export and investment 
promotion agencies aside fom 
Peza. 


Conservative 

San Pascual noted, however, 
that compared to other countries, 
the Philippines is still "conserva- 
tive” in granting incentives to for- 
eign investors. 

“Malaysia and Thailand are al- 
ready giving 12-percent tax holi 
day" he said as he expressed dis 
agreement with the call of the De- 
partment of Finance to remove the 
tax holiday clause in the list of in- 
centives for foreign investors doing 
business inside the zone. 

"If wechange our present policy, 
these foreign companies would im- 
mediately pack up and transfer 
their business elsewhere," he said. 


“In China, they are giving th 
land for free to foreign investors, 
plus they shoulder the cost of relo- 
cating the business. How can we 
beat that?" 


Employment 

Aside from luring foreign in- 
vestors, Peza has also served as job 
providers for thousands of Filipino 
workers. 

In 1994, the total workforce in 
Peza-registered companies was on- 
1 229,650. 

From January to September this 
year total employment rose to 
907,127 permanent workers, post- 
ing an 11-percent increase from 
last years 896,490 number of 
workers during the same period. 

San Pascual said female workers 
constitute 70 percent of the total 
‘workforce of economic zones. 

Contrary to the prevailing no- 
tion that the bulk of economic 
zones’ workforce is mostly on con- 
tractual basis, San Pascual clarified 
that companies doing business in- 
side the zones had to really invest 
in the workers! training. “The per- 
centage of contractual employees, 
at least in the electronics sector, is 
dedining.” 

"Ifthey (foreign companies) will 
spend just to train people and fire 
them after five months, that will be 
too costly" he said. 

San Pascual said economic zone 
workers received salaries way 
above the government mandated 
minimum wage. 

"Thats why there is no need for 
them to form a labor union,” he 
said. 

Incase of labor disputes, he said, 
the Peza would employ moral sua- 
sion on both partes. 

However, in case of full-blown 
labor disputes, he said the Peza 
would call on other government 
agencies like the Departmentof La- 
bor and Employment to help setle 
the problems. j 

He lamented that most Filipino 
officials working for foreign com- 
panies “are often the ones pushing 
their superiors to skirt the country's 
laws,” 

‘San Pascual said the Peza-regis- 
tered companies also serve a5 a 
rich ground for technology trans- 
fer. 

Young Filipino engineers now 
design car pars, which are being 
exported to other countries, San 
Pascual cited asan example. 


UNOCAL Philippines Inc. (UPI) announced 
the appointment of Antonio F. Yee as presi- 
dent and general manager, effective Jan. 1, 
2005. 

Yee, 47, is a Filipino who began his ca- 
reer with UPI in 1979 as a warehouseman. 
Over the past 25 years, he held a series of 
positions with increasing responsibilities at 
Unocal geothermal facilities in Indonesia 
and the United States, including serving 
most recently as senior vice president and 
general manager of UPI. 

"This advancement affirms Unocal's com- 
mitment to advancing local employees in 
its global operations. Currently, 10 out of 
13 UPI senior managers and 98 percent of 
its 416-person workforce are Filipinos who 
are among the most capable members of 
the energy industry worldwide. 

Barry Andrews, the current president of 
UPI, will assume the position of chief exec- 
utive officer. 

“Tony's career is an inspiring success sto- 
ry," said Andrews, “He joined UPI in its ear- 
liest days. His experience and expertise 
give him a unique advantage in steering 
this organization toward becoming one of 
theleading energy resource and project de- 


New UPI president started 
career as warehouseman 


UNOCAL 


PHILIPPINES 


YEE 


ty of Santo Tomas in Manila. He completed 
the executive development program at the 
Kellogg School of Management, North- 


western University in the United Stares. 


Benchmarking: One underutilized 
management tool 


BENCHMARKING is one manage- 
ment tool that has been underutilized 
in the management of the public sec- 
tor. 

Take education for example. There 
is now a great clamor for better edu- 
cation. Lack of funds has always been 
an excuse for the poor performance of 
the sector, We now have millions of 
books printed and purchased for use 
that have errors in fact and in gram- 
mar. Every school year, the number of 
physical structures (.e., classrooms) 
donot match the number of students. 
At the very least, in our public 
schools, students do not have chairs 
to sit on. Year after year, there are re- 
poris of a long litany of shortages at- 
tributed to the “lack of funds.” 

Has anyone validated how real or 
imagined this excuse is? Benchmark- 
ing can be used as a powerful tool to 
evaluate performance. What is the to- 
tal budget of the Department of Edu- 
cation? How many students are en- 
rolled each year? What is the cost that 
taxpayers pay for every student in the 
classroom? 

Since the field of education has a 
rather extensive private sector com- 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 
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productive citizens of the country. 

Other comparative benchmark 
measurements can be made at very 
nominal cost: comparative salaries of 
teachers, ratio of money spent for ad- 
ministration and overhead relative to 
the expenditures for teachers. 

A general perception of parents is 
that their children learn more and are 
better prepared for life if they go to pri- 
vate schools. The business essence of 
the private education is that their “cus- 
tomers” are willing to pay for private 
school tuition costs even if a much less 
expensive alternative of public educa- 
tion is available, If R costing the gov- 
ement so much more to educate a 
student, why not then just give the stu- 
dentsa coupon equivalent to the cost of 
education in a private school so they 
can choose to get a better education at 
a lower cost per student to the govern- 


ers in government payroll can have a 
choice if they want to move to the pri- 
vate institution as their employer or be 
redeployed in the remaining publicly 
operated schools or take early retire- 
ment. The private institution will ab- 
sorb the student population of the 
school and will be paid by the gover- 
ment on a per student basis computed 
at the average cost per student of a 
predetermined pool of private schools 
inthe community 

As with all transactions involving 
the government, the issue that has tọ 
be resolved is if the franchisee will be. 
paid by government on time so they 
can meet their financial obligations. 
‘This can be better ensured by encour- 
aging the government to deposit the 
amounts to a government banking in- 
stitution like the Land Bank. The fie 
nancial institution may also be used 
to issue out the coupons to the stu- 
dents. The government in turn will be 
able to ser up a system of control and 
insure that the franchisee complies 
with the terms and conditions of the 
franchise agreement. 

Once an alternative system is es- 
tablished, the parents who are the ul- 


UPI is currently managing a $26-million 
capital project to enhance the steam field 
capabilities in both Tiwi and Mak-Ban. The 
projects include upgrades to facilities and 
new drilling to ensure the sustained and 
long-term commercial production of this 


timate customers of the public school 
system will ensure the efficiency of 
both systems as a more competitive 
market is created. 

Innovation is key to survival. 


ponent, a statistically sound survey 
can be designed to determine what it 
costs the private sector to provide a 
comparable education per student 
vis-a-vis the public school system. A 


ment? At the present stage of our eco- 
nomic life where the government does 
not have money to meer the most basic 
need of the population, new policies 
and ways of doing things are called for. 


‘velopment companies in the Philippines." 
Early in his career at UPI, Yee moved 

from warehouseman to various positions 
production engineering and loss con- 

trol. In 1992, he was assigned to lead the 


start-up team for Unocal's Salak geother- 
mal plant in Indonesia. He returned to UPI 
in 1995 as manager of engineering and 
construction processes. In 1996, he be- 
came the operations manager at UP's 


clean, reliable and 


affordable energy 


source, This modernization reflects UPI's 
commitment to its 33-year partnership 
with the Philippine government to pioneer 
geothermal development and meet the 


Mak-Ban geothermal steam field, In 1997, 


growing energy needs of the country. 


direct comparison can be made. Since 
the private educational system has to 
recover capital investment as well as 
make a profit to support expansion, 
the expectation should be that the 
cost of the private schools should be 
more than that of the public schools. 


Having the private educational institu- 
ons do the job for less can be one way 
to cope with the increasing number of 
students that is entering school age ev- 
ery year. 

Franchising has evolved to be a very 
viable system in the business sector. 


Maybe as we face hard and difficult 
times, our innovative ingenuity will 
surface, This is most critical in the 
field of edücation because we all 
know time is a consumable resource. 
Our school age population cannot 
wait for better times to prepare them- 


he was assigned to Unocal's Geysers 
geothermal field in Northern California as 
its asset manager. 

Yee returned to UPI as Mak-Ban Asset 
manager in 1999, leading the project to 
record-generating performances, and was 


Unocal Philippines Inc. is an indirect 
wholly owned subsidiary of Unocal Corpo- 
ration, one of the world's leading indepen- 
dent natural gas and crude oil exploration 
and production companies. The company's 
principal oil and gas activities are in Asia 


‘The same approach can be made to 
measure the quality of education. 
Test scores of students from represen- 
tative samples of public schools can 
be compared to those who study in 


selves for the future. To be a produc- 
tive member of the next generation, 
their time is now. 

(The article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not re- 


Why not franchise the operations’ of 
public schools to the private sector? By 
doing so, we can expand the educa- 
tional service sector with private capi 

tal and more cost-effective manage- 
ment. The franchisee will lease from 


named senior vice president and general 


and North America. Unocal is also one of 


manager in August 2002. 
Yee has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from the Universi- 


the world's largest producers of geother- 
mal energy, with operations in the Philip- 


pines and indonesia. 


private schools. Again we can better 
judge if the greater expenditure per 
student in the public school educa- 
tion is justified in terms of better 
preparing the students to become 


the government the schoo! facilites; 
take over the use of the assets; absorb 
the faculty under the employment 
terms of the private institution. Teach- 


{lect the oficial stand of the Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines. 
The author is principal consultant of 
De Leon Consulting. Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.pl) 
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Landbank sees higher returns 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE LAND Bank of the Philippines is set to 
amend its charter next year and open its 
doors to new investors. 

-According to Margarito Teves, Landbank 
president, this will allow new investments to, 
pour into the bank and widen its asset and 
Joan base to atleast P6S billion, which is com- 
parable to that ofa commercial bank. 

. “More or less, multilateral agencies like the 
‘World Banks International Finance Corp. and 
other countries could possibly be our in- 
vestors because they have similar mandates 
like us," Teves said. 

By the second quarter of 2006, the Land- 
bank will submit its proposed charter amend- 
ments to Congress. 

* The Land Bank of the Philippines’ (Land- 
bank) total loans to the agriculture-agrarian 
(agri-agra) sector reached P74.8 billion from 
January to July this year, up 16 percent from 
P64.3 billion during the same period in 2003. 


Teves said the bank was able to achieve its 
end-2004 target of increasing the share of agri- 
agra lending to 60 percent of the bank's total 
Joan portfolio five months ahead of schedule. 

“Our total loans to our priority sectors al- 
ready account for 60 percent of our P125 bil- 
lion total loanable funds, and we were able to 
do that in just seven months this year; said 
‘Teves. 

Landbankes priority sectors include farmers 
and fisherfolk, small and medium enterprises 
and microenterprises, livelihood projects, 
agribusiness, agri-infrastructure, agri-related 
projects and environment-related projects. 

Since Teves assumed his post in 2001, the 
bank had stepped up its aggressive strategy of 
shifting its loan portfolio in favor of the agri- 
agra sector. From a 38-percent share in 2001, 
the priority sectors’ share went up 50 percent 
in 2002 and 56 percent in 2003. 

For the first seven months this year, loans for 
agribusiness snagged the biggest share of 14 
percent or P17.8 billion, followed by SMEs 


The Catholic Church and mining 


By Honesto C. General 


BISHOP Leonardo Medroso of Borongan, 
Saman, had very strong words against mining. 

In an item ran by the INQumz recently, he 
went as far as to say, “Mining is anti-life." 

Filipinos have been mining for centuries. In 
1565, Miguel Lopez de Legazpi arrived in Cebu 
tocolonize the islands. One of his royal missions 
‘was to search for gold. The Spaniards found 
that the natives of Aroroy, Masbate, were pan- 
ning for gold. In 1571, Legazpi’ grandson, Juan 
Salcedo, started the first mining operations in 
Luzon at Paracale, Camarines Norte. 

The Americans brought modern mining 
technology and large-scale mining to the 
country. In 1908, gold was discovered in the 
Mountain Province. This led to the develop- 
ment of Baguio as the summer capital. After 
extensive exploration, the Americans found 
other minerals, such as copper and chromite. 
Arone point, there were 54 mining operations 
allover the country. 

‘The Spaniards shipped all the gold they 
could find back to Mother Spain. Today, 
Bangko Sentral buys all the gold we mine. 
None goes out of the country. 

Mining used to account for 25 percent of 
bur Gross Domestic Product. Today, that fig- 
ure is down to a paltry one and a half percent. 

‘There is no denying that the Americans ex- 
ploited the country of its mining resources. 
‘The so-called parity amendment to the Con- 
stitution, which gave the Americans equal 
rights to our natural resources, was really 
‘meant to protect their mining interests. 

"There is also no denying the damage wrought 
by mining, especially irresponsible mining, tothe 
environment and to our indigenous brothers, 

But the threat to life is exaggerated. The 
most celebrated disaster was the accidental 
spillage of mine tailings at Marcopper in 
Marinduque. How many lives were lost? 
None. The alleged resultant epidemic was 
proven to be false. Now, irresponsible mining 
and illegal logging are being tied together, 
which is unfair and unfounded. 

But what are we to do with the mineral re- 
sources (estimated to be worth as much as 
one trillion dollars) still buried underground? 


QUESTIONS 
OF POLICIES 


Honesto C. General Yn. 


Not to mention our human inventory of min- 
ers, mining engineers and geologists? Per- 
haps, we can start by asking: Why did God en- 
dow our country with so much mineral 
wealth? One does not have to be a Doctor of 
Divinity like Bishop Medroso to come up with 
the answer: For the good of the Filipino peo- 
ple, if not the whole world. 

We could not, of course, continue with un- 
controlled and irresponsible mining. Thus, 
the 1995 Mining Act was passed. A team of 
geologists, mining engineers, environmental- 
ists, and lawyers took nine years to draft the 
law, as much time as the Vatican took to write 
the new Catechism. The mining act is consid- 
ered one of the most advanced mining laws in 
the world. 

Is Bishop Medroso against mining, per se? Or, 
ishe against mining operated by foreigners? 

If the Philippines has the money to develop 
our mineral resources, let us just go ahead and 
doso. But, since we do not have the money, we 
should strike the best deal we can get with for- 
eigners who are willing to risk their money. 

in the meantime, Bishop Medroso should 
hold back his harsh words against mining. Af- 
ter all, the Catholie Church, throughout histo- 
y, has been one of the largest beneficiaries of 
the mining industry All over the world, marble 
and granite cathedrals and basilicas soar to the 
skies on skeletons of structural steel. The mag- 
nificent stained glass windows are products of 
mining. And so are the rosary beads. 

Thave never been to Borongan, but I am sure 
Bishop Medroso's church and residence could 
never have been built without products from 
the mining industry And he most likely per- 
forms the holy sacrifice of the Mass over a slab 
of marble. The paten, chalice, monstrance and 
tabernacle are of purest gold. And his vestments 
are certainly adomed with threads of gold. 


Visayas power unit 


cuts electricity 


By Abigail L. Ho 


rates 


ment over the weekend. 


“The agreement is timely and 


CUSTOMERS of the Visayan Elec- 
tric Corp. (Veco) will now be able 
to enjoy lower rates with the is- 
suance of an Energy Regulatory 
Commission order allowing the 
implementation of its amended 
and restated electric power pur- 
chase agreement with Toledo 
Power Corp. 

Under the supplemental agree- 
inent where the two firms 
amended and restated their elec- 
tric power purchase agreement, 
‘Toledo Power will have to commit 
a daily dispatch capacity of 70 
inegawatts (MW) to Veco. 

“Veco can now tap additional 
capacity within the grid resulting 
in savings in its power purchases 
that may be passed on to its elec- 
tricity consumers,” ERC chair 
Rodolfo Albano Jr. said in a state- 


constraints, 
agreement, 
power prodi 


said Veco cus 


tricity they c 
“The ERC 


time of use 


Cepalco to solicit 


MINDANAO power distributor 
‘Cagayan Electric Power and Light 
Co. (Cepalco) will be soliciting 
bids for its power supply require- 
ments by next month, in an effort 
to address the looming power 
shortage in the Mindanao grid, 
Cepalco chair Ramon Abaya 


have the p: 
the second 


He said tl 


tual comme: 


ing around 27.39 centavos less for 
every kilowatt-hour (kWh) of elec- 


allow the implementation of the 


regulatory body provisionally al- 
lowed the National Power Corp. 
to implement. 

Under the TOU mechanism, 
rates are higher during peak hours 
and lower during off-peak hours. 


Abaya told reporters. 


will be scheduled for March 2005, 
with contract award and plant 
construction to start by June. Ac- 


beneficial for consumers in the 
Cebu-Negros-Panay grid who are 
currently affected by generation 


7 he added. “With the 
al (independent 
jucers) will be able to 


optimize power generation to ef- 
fectively meet power demand.” 
With the agreement in place, he 


istomers would be pay- 


consume. 
order would likewise 


(TOU) rates that the 


bids 


re-bid conference by 
half of next month,” 
the submission of bids 


“FREE! 


cial operation should 


SRP 64,599.00 


(small-to-medium-enterprises) with a 13 per- 
cent share at P16.6 billion. Loans to farmers and 
fisherfolks groups accounted for 12 percent at 
P15 billion; agri-infrastructure got eight per- 
cent at P10.5 billion, while agri related projects 
Zotan 8 percent share at P9.9 billion. 

Teves said the loan releases were coursed 
through more than 900 cooperatives and 300 
countryside financial institutions which bene- 
fited more than 250,000 small farmers and 
fisherfolk. 

Aside from these loan releases, the bank al- 
so extended P11.5 billion in credit and techni- 
cal assistance under the Agricultural and 
Fisheries Modernization program. 
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said the power distributor will be 
accepting bids for a generating ca- 
pacity of 20 megawatts (MW) and 
a monthly energy delivery of 12.4 
million kilowatt-hours (kWh). 

The bidding will be open to all 
interested independent power pro- 
ducers and other power suppliers, 

"We'll announce the bidding by 
the first half of January and we'll 


take place by July 2006. 

Should the bidding fail, he said 
Cepalco would have to put up a 
subsidiary to undertake the project. 

Asa power distributor, Cepalco 
is prohibited by law to own a pow- 
er generating facility. However, 
there are no restrictions on an af- 
filiate or a subsidiary owning a 
generation plant. Abigail L Ho 
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Bohol adventure 
this Yuletide season ' 


DEEP-sea divers and adventure lovers 
just can’t resist the lure of Bohol: and 
there's no need to wait for summer! 
This Yuletide season, the come-hither 
winks of Tagbilaran are here to relish 
and enjoy. 

‘According to Fantastic Asia tour 
organizers, tourists at the Alona 
White Beach are amazed with its 
wonderful nature setting. “Have 
memorable adventure trips to the 
dive sites of Panglao and the neigh- 
boring islands of Pamilacan and Bali- 
casag. And for nature lovers, you can 
go site seeing at famous tourist spots 
such as Chocolate Hills and see the 
world's smallest primate-the Tarsi- 
ex” 

‘And the famous dive sites speak for 
themselves. There's the Cathedral 
Wall, “a kaleidoscope of marine life, 
brilliant reef fish, which dart around 
among corals and sponges, and 


schools of big jacks which idle along 
in the current’; Diver's Haven, with 
individual holes wherein divers stay 
and watch all sorts of beautiful fish 
swimming by; and Turtle Point, whi 
test your patience until turtles finally 
swim out to see you-after you have 
enjoyed the scenery on the wall out- 
side the caves: with swimming clown- 
fish, lionfish and triggerfish, and 
mackerel galore. 

And at the Black Coral Forest, 
guests get the rare opportunity to 
swim through a "forest" of black coral 
“which makes this dive an experience 
not to be missed.” 

AtBohol Tropics Resort, guests can 
unwind as they please, play billiards 
at the fitness center or video games at 
the game room, plunge into jet-skiing 
orscuba diving, dance the night away 
with ballroom dancing or belt to their 
heart’s content at the Club J Videoke, 


then enjoy delectable oriental, Chi- 
nese, and native Filipino cuisines at 
its restaurants 

‘At the Alona Palm Beach and Re- 
sort and Restaurant, enjoy a romantic 
candlelit dinner amidst the spacious 
and quiet tropical garden, with 12 el- 
egantly furnished luxury villas from 
the white beach. Or enjoy excellent 
Filipino and international cuisine, 
swimming fun at the huge pool, and 
endless water sports activities at the 
beacharea. 

Fantastic Asia Travel and Tours 
provides ticketing services and pack- 
age tours via Cebu Pacific flights daily 
to Bohol, plus package tours also to 
Boracay, Cebu, Palawan, ticketing to 
all routes in Visayas and Mindanao, 
and Hong Kong international flight 
bookings, package tour arrange- 
ments, -and ticketing services. Call 
935-8533 or 0919-4040403. 


Batch '79 spearheads UP 
medical alumni homecoming 


‘THE UP Medical Alumni Society re- 
cently held its annual homecoming 
Dec. 18 to 20. This year's silver jubi- 
larians, the class of 1979, spearhead- 
ed the preparations for the traditional 
activities. For some celebrating class- 
es, Dec. 16 was a time for class re- 
unions or outings in order to remi 
nisce the good old days, pick up the 
pieces after years of separation and 
Tenew ties. It is always a pleasant as 
‘well as sentimental journey as alumni 
from various parts of the Philippines 
and from abroad like the United 
States congregate again to their 
beloved alma mater. 

‘On Dec. 18, a grand alumni parade 


led by Class 79 and the other cele- 
brating classes was held at the UP 
College of Medicine and the Philip- 
pine General Hospital grounds after 
the thanksgiving mass. This was fol- 
lowed by the inauguration of the sil- 
ver jubilarian class project, which is 
the students’ admission’s office and 
records section. The festivities includ- 
ed a barrio fiesta lunch and were 
highlighted by the pabidahan that 
showcased the special talents of the 
alumni of the college. The afternoon 
was devoted to the business meeting- 
general assembly and election of the 
UPMas board and officers for 2005. 
On Dec. 19, the traditional medical 


bali was held at The Peninsula in 
Makati City, ushered in by a formal 
dinner and Rigodon de Honor fol- 
lowed by the presentation of awards 
to the outstanding alumni who have 
distinguished themselves in various 
fields. Performance of the celebrating 
classes was seen and the night was 
capped by dancing. 

On Dec. 20, a continuing medical 
education lectures Part I on “Cutting 
Edge Medicine in the Millennium” 
was held at the college of medicine 
delivered by experts and authorities 
both from the local medical commu- 
nity and from North America belong- 
ing to the celebrating class of 1979. 


Cabiao High 78 reunion 
GRADUATES of batch 1978 of Cabiao High 

‘School, Cabiao, Nueva Ecija, are invited to a grand 
reunion on Dec. 30, Thursday, at the Villa Crisanta Re- 
sort in Cabiao, Nueva Ecija. Celebrations start from 8 a.m. 
106 p.m, For more details, cali Roger de la Cruz at 0910- 
6417998 or Ting Ortiz Luis at 0920-2284273. 


Cocafi updating directory 

THE UNIVERSITY of Sto. Tomas College Alumni Foundation Inc (Cocafi) is 
currently updating its directory of the UST College of Commerce Alumni, so 
it can update its members on activities of the organization and other rele- 
vant matters. Alumni members whose names are listed in the directory. 
must send the following through fax 781-6629 or e-mail ustcocafi@ya- 
hoo.com: name, major and year graduated, home address, business/com- 
pany name, business address, home telephone number, business phone 
number, mabile phone number, fax number and e-mail address. Alumni 
members can also visit ita-wirw.ust-comalumni.cb.net for updating, or 
call Fely de Leon at 781-6629 or 406-1611 local 8374, or 0917-9175035. 
The requested information can also be mailed to the UST College of Com- 
merce Alumni Office, 4th floor College of Commerce Building, University of 
Santo Tomas, Espana, Manila. 


MB CI80 atext away 


CITIBANK invites cardholders to put their texting prowess to good use be- 
cause it just might win for them a brand new Mercedes Benz C180 Kom- 
pressor, plus a host of other cool prizes! With the Citibank Most Preferred 
Brands Promotion, cardholders get lots of chances to win just by using their 
Citibank credit card. To join, cardholders must simply text the word "CITI" 
‘and the last 10 digits of their credit card and send it to 2366. They will then 
receive a text message confirming receipt of their registration. Registration 
is free of charge, Ongoing until Jan. 31, prizes at stake also include, a Canon 
Powershot Prot Digital Camera with Canon Pixma IPGOOOD photo printer, 
and P100,000 worth af Shell fuel cards. The next raffle draw is set Dec 27. 
Grand rattle is on March 3. For more details, call 995-9998 or log on to 
wwwcitibank.cor.ph. 


December treats at Red Box 

THE HIPPEST karaoke place in the metro, Red Box Karaoke, warms up your 
holidays by offering unique yuletide treats and special discounts your entire 
family and friends can enjoy. For only P299, guests may avail themselves of 
the “Sing AN You Can” promo, which entities them to two complimentary 
drinks when they book a room between 12 noon to a.m. Lunchtime and 
“happy hour” guests have the option to avail themselves of the regular rate. 
When the clock strikes 12, Red Box guests get to pick out a Christmas pre- 
sant or prize, which may range from gift certificates to a whopping P10,000 
off the lucky guest's bl for tha night. Don't miss out on the fun and check 
‘out Red Box Karaoke, the modern oasis located at the third level of Green- 
belt 3, Ayala Center, Makati City, open daily from 12 noon to 3 am. Call 757- 
6188. 


50% off club rates 


SAVE more than 50 percent at Edsa Shangri-La Manlla's exclusive Horizon 
Club and experience a higher standard of accommodation and personalized 
service. Until Dec. 31, enjoy rates as low as $145++ for single occupancy 
‘and $168++ for double occupancy. The Horizon Club's 44 guestrooms and 
suites comprise the top three floors of the hotel's Garden Wing and offer un- 
‘matched privileges tailored for discerning guests. Edsa Shangri-La is the 
only five-star deluxe resort hotel in Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City. For 
more Information, cali Edsa Shangri-La, Manila at 636-9083 to 87, or e-mail 
‘esi@shangri-la.com, 


World Pyro Olympics 

THE WORLD Pyro Olympics is ongoing until Dec. 30 at the Promenade 
Area, Bay City, Pasay City. The Olympics feature nightly displays of lire- 
‘works with 10 participating countries. For more information, call La Mancha 
Pyro Productions at 817-4099. 


CONSULAR CORPSBALL 

Dec. 4, 2004, was the day of the 29th annual ball 
of the Consular Corps of the Philippines at the 
Rizal Ballroom of the Makati Shangri-La Hotel 
‘Shown, from left, are Conrado L. Kison, Con- 
sulate of the Republic of Togo, Arlene Jacobo, 
‘Anna Marie Borcena, Angeles ‘Toto’ Santocildes, 


CORPORATE GIVING 

‘Sanofi-Aventis and the Philippine Heart Center 
(PHC) recently forged a partnership to promote 
the well-being of indigent children afflicted with 
heart disease. Peter Dolinsky (3rd from eft). 
president and general manager of Sanofi-Adven- 
tis, and Dr. Lutgerio Torres (4th from left), PHC 
director, signed a memorandum of agreement 
forrnalizing the joint collaboration. Sanofi-Aventis 
has pledged to sponsor the cardiac rehabilitation 
program of 100 indigent children and ad 

‘cents (aged 7 to 19) who have undergone heart 


4TH WORLD BAZAAR FESTIVAL KICKS OFF 


Find the perfect holiday present at the World 
Bazaar Festival from Dec. 23 to 29 at the World 
Trade Center, Pasay City, open from 10 a.m. to 12 
midnight. Itis a one-stop shopping haven with 
‘over 500 booths selling goodies from here and 
abroad. Visitors can also haggle with showbiz per- 
sonalities at the Celebrity Town, enjoy leisure time 
at the Activity Center and have their pictures taken 


with Santa Claus, who has flown straight from Fin- 
land. Organized by Worldbex Services Internation- 
al (WSI), the annual event continues to benefit 
Bantay Bata 163 children. Shown, from left are 
Tessie Roque, WS! director, Cesar Mamon, presi- 
dent and chair of Enchanted Kingdom, Gina Lopez, 
‘managing director of Bantay Bata 163, Santa 
Claus, and Joseph Ang, founding chair of WSI. 


INOY BAZAAR’ 


‘Toscano Soriano Trading, a local manufacturer and 
exporter of dried 'pusir fish and peanuts, signs up 
as exhibitor with ‘PX Meets Pinoy Bazaar, which is 
‘currently showcasing imported and local products 
at the Megatrade Hall 3 of the SM Megamall until 
Jan. 2. The expo will benefit the Manuel P. Manahan 


Foundation and the Alabang New Life Christian Cen- 
ter, At left is Joli Saulog-Manahan, president of 
Concierge Services Inc, event organizer, with Eliza- 
bath Toscano, general manager of Toscano Soriano 
"Trading. The bazaar features wholesale prices for 
Christmas gifts and giveaways. 


ARTQUAKE recently launched its 
yearender group art exhibit titled "After- 
Shock Intensity 4.5 Photo Fashion & 


Painting Show" Dec 18 at the Live Van 


ArtQuake's group art exbibit ongoing 


Bar and Restos, Marikina City. The event 
was organized by professor Mildred 
Castillo-Realuyo. The Exhibit runs until 
Dec3t, e 


and Michael Muong of the US Embassy. The suc- 
cessful event was headed by the dean of the Con- 
Sutar Corps lawyer Vicente Carlos, Consul AH 
Consulate of Cote D'Ivoire, and Fortune Aleta 
Ledesma, Consul AH Consulate of the Principality 
of Monaco, as chair 


surgery to correct existing heart ailments. Dolin- 
sky also turned over a check donation to Pedi 
aCare, the specialized cardiac rehabilitation sec- 
tion of PHC, for the purchase of exercise and'of- 
fice equipment, toys and educational materials 
for kids enrolled in the program. Also shown are. 
rom left) Chery! Ann Serrano, Sanofi-Aventis, 
PR manager, Hector Hernandez, Sanofi-Aventis 
HR director, and Dr. Ina Bunyi, PediaCare head. 
With them are some of the children who would 
benefit from the program. 


roduct FILES 


Look your best with 
Girls’ Attitudes 


YOU KNOW you're pretty, hip and hap- 
pening. Your social calendar is always full 
“with parties you have to attend and dates 
you have to get ready for. That's why you 
always need to look and be your beautiful 
best. Let Girls Attitudes rake care of that! 

Girls! Attitudes cosmetics are made for 
the confident teen who knows she has 
what ittakes to succeed. They provide the 
image-conscious teen with the cosmetics 
they need to highlight their fresh and 
young appearance with top quality, conve- 
ient and fun products. 

Create a fresh glow with the Pressed 
Powder that comes in shades of Bewiteh- 
ing Babe and Natural Babe. Add a hint of 
pretty color on your puckers with the Drop 
Dead Gorgeous Lipsticks in semi-moist 
shades of Ravishing Lilac, Fab Rose, Candy 
Doll and Blossom Beauty. Slick on some 
shine with the vitamin E enriched and 
sunscreen infused Lip Gloss Cravings Col- 
lection that come in lip-smacking Bub- 
blegum Vanilla, Raspberry Peach, Water- 
melon Raspberry, Cherry Vanilla and 
Strawberries n' Cream. Put on the fruit- 
scented and flavored Lip Slicker with Vita- 
min E and Shea butter to protect your lips 
from the elements that comes in delicious 
Cherry, Green Apple, Grape and Orange 
flavors. it comes in the ultra-convenient 
rollexte form, which makes application a 
cincht 

Girls’ Attitudes is available at Sara Lee 
Direct Selling Philippines (formerly 
known as House of Sara Lee) and autho- 
rized Sara Lee dealers nationwide, For in- 
quiries, call hotline 810-5402, or e-mail to 
customerrelations@saraleedirect- 
selling.ph. 
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2004: Year of teenage virus writers 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


hit by two of the year’s top com- 
puter viruses. 

Netsky is considered the most 
lethal computer virus in 2004, 
according to Charles Cousins, 
managing director of Sophos 
Asia Pte Ltd. 

“It was the most widespread 
virus this year" the executive 
added. 

Jaschan was later reported to 
have been hired by a German fire- 


RP firms see IT budgets 
growing in 2005: IDC 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


SVEN Jaschan, the self-confessed 
German author of infamous com- 
puter viruses Netsky and Sasser, 
"was a "hero" in his class. 

He wrote computer viruses at 
the basement of his mom's home. 

While his activities earned him 
accolades among his peers, 
Jaschan was hated by companies 


bringing forth IT market traction 
during the first 10 months of 
2004 and would significantly 
translate to further IT expan- 
sionary spending in 2005, partic- 
ularly hardware buying and so- 
lutions on security, storage and 
ERM. Vendors need to come up 
with offerings that are parallel to 
corporate clients’ needs and 
wants,” said Jubert Daniel Alber- 
to, senior analyst at IDC Philip- 
pines. 

Based on data on the corpora- 
tions’ IT spending in 2004, more 
than 30 percent went to PC hard- 
ware, followed by networking 
equipment (20 percent), soft- 
ware (20 percent), IT services 
(17.3 percent), and peripherals 
(11.6 percent). 

Thedata was taken from IDC's 
study titled “View from the Top: 
A Look at the IT Spending of Top. 
Corporations in the Philippines." 
It looked at the IT spending be- 
havior of the country's top corpo- 
rations. 


WITH better prospects for busi- 
ness next year, top Philippine cor- 
porations are confident that their 
total information technology 
spending will also likely increase 
in 2005, according to a study by 
International Data Corp. Philip- 
pines (IDC). 

Philippine companies will in- 
crease spending on hardware 
and networking, as well as sub- 
scribe to information technology 
(T) services and software, IDC 
said, 

IT investments will go to “im 
proving systems infrastructure” 
and developing business applica- 
tions, the IT market research 
firm said. 

"Top corporations in the 
Philippines are generally opti- 
mistic about the economic cli- 
mate and business prospects in 
the country today, and even next 
year This helped greatly in 
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wall company to do program- 
ming. 

Indeed, the anti-virus industry 
saw teenage virus writers produc- 
ing damaging computer viruses, 
“Apart from Jaschan, other well- 
known teenage virus writers 
were Jeffrey Lee Parso who devel- 
oped the Blaster-B worm, Kim 
Vanvaeck aka Gigabyte, and 
Czech MarekStrihavka of the 29A 
virus-writing gang. 
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By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


FTER two years of contin- 

ued growth in the East 

Asian electronics, semicon- 
ductor and IT sectors, the industry 
will face another challenge in 
2005 as the economies of major 
global markets start slowing 
down, according to a report from 
the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB). 

East Asian countries such as the Phil 
pines, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and 
donesia are exporters of semiconductor and 
electronics components. 

In its latest East Asian Growth and Re- 
structuring report, the ADB said global eco- 
nomic growth is pegged only at a low 4 per- 
cent in 2005, which is seen to soften the 
business for electronics exporting coun- 
tries. 

‘The ADB pointed out that consumer spend- 
ing in the United States and Japan—the ma- 
jor markets for electronics exporters—would 
slow down in 2005 despite their relatively 
strong performance in 2004. 


“These kids were doing it for 
fame," Cousins said. 
Also this 'year the anti-virus 


people's computers, launch denial 
of service attacks and “phishing. 


that reside in an infected comput- 
er. They are hidden but usually 
take control of a system as it gath- 


words. 
was witness to the 
of so-called “Trojans” 
steal information from 


target system. 
re computer viruses 


73 
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ASLOWDOWN for the technology export market is seen for East Asia in 2005. 


ADB sees technology export 
slowdown for East Asia in 2005 


ew 


Other factors in the projected slowdown in 
the electronics exportation business are lack- 
luster performance in the US market in the 
third quarter ofthis year, and litle new orders 
for IT products. 

The ADB report also said overproduction of 
electronics products contribute to an increase 
in inventory levels and lower prices in the first 
quarter of 2005, which happens to be a sea- 
sonal low for the industry. 

The report also cited the latest report of the 
Organization of Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) which points to slower 
global economic expansion beginning late 
this year or early 2005. 

On the other hand, East Asia performed 
very well in 2004, reaching an overall 7.6 per- 
cent gross domestic product, despite high oil 
prices that pushed up prices of basic com- 
modities. 

The Philippine GDP grew to a better- 
than-expected 6.5 percent this year, higher 
than the ADB's 5.9 percent forecast in July 
2004. 

However, the expected end of the global 
electronics cycle, weaker economic growth in 
industrial countries and China's economic 
slowdown are expected to push down growth 
to just 4.7 percent GDP for the Philippines in 
2005. 


Filipino “rebels” face online players 
in South Korea for MU tournament 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


‘THE FILIPINO team “Rebels” is competing in 
the first international MU World Battle Tour- 
nament of WebZen Inc., a game developer 
based in South Korea. 

‘The Philippine team emerged as the coun- 
try’ representative after defeating 32 other 
teams in the national finals last month. 

The “Rebels” team is composed of Jarvis 
Ng, Alfred Mendoza, Alchen Macatangkay, 
‘Alain Zurita and Ronnel Neiz. 

‘At the national finals, 32 teams competed 
in Battle Soccer, a segment of MU Online 
wherein characters compete in a virtual soc- 
cer match. Each team was composed of high- 
evel MU Online playable characters like mag- 
ic gladiators, blade knights, soul masters and 
muse elves. 


The goal of Battle Soccer is for each team to 
try to be the first to garner 100 points per 
match. Each soccer goal is worth 20 points 
but players are allowed to kill their chal- 
lengers during the game. Each kill is worth 
one point. 

Team "Rebels" are facing players from 
South Korea, China, Thailand and Japan. The 
lop winner will take home $20,000. 

“The Philippine team is a mix of young and 
mature players. 

Jarvis, 22, studied in Thames International 
Business School; while Mendoza, 29, is an In- 
ternet café owner from San Fernando, Pam- 
panga. Macatangkay, 20, is an undergraduate 
student at the Centro Escolar University; 
while Zurita, 26, works at eTelecare Interna- 
tional. Finally, Neiz, 25, graduated from the. 
Technological Institute of the Philippines in 
Cubao. 


ers confidential data such as the 
person's user name and pass- 


Trojans are also designed to 
transform computers into "zom- 
bies" that are necessary to launch 
denial of service attacks against a 


Cousins said that more virus 
writers are now linked to spammers. 
who are conniving to make profit 
out of spam or unsolicited e-mail 


Phishing or information theft 
has also become widespread this 
year the executivesaid. 

“The good news this year is 
that there were many reported 
arrests of virus writers. It seems 
Microsofts bounty on them 
worked,” he added, referring to 
Microsoft's offer of tens of thou- 
sands of dollars for those who can 
provide information leading to 
the identification of virus writers. 


GMA orders ICT 
commission 

to stay focused 
on e-learning 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has or- 
dered the Commission on Information and 
Communications Technology (CICT) to focus 
on efforts to develop e-learning capabilities in 
primary and secondary public schools. 

Ms Arroyo directed CICT chief Virgilio Pe- 
Ba to help develop courseware for public 
school students. 

The President also urged Peña to con- 
vince academicians to use ICT as a focal 
point in their innovative approaches to edu- 
cation. 

Meawhile, presenting CICT's five-point 
agenda in the next six years, Peña told the 
President that the nationwide information 
technology program intends to focus on 
projects that would have wide impact on ed- 
ucation, job generation, government ser- 
vice, health and business. 

The five-point agenda focuses on provid- 
ing affordable Internet and digital access ta 
all villages and citizens: computer literacy 
and competency in society; generating 
high-value jobs in the community through 
world-class ICT services; providing effi- 
cient, effective and transparent government 
services to citizens directly; and providing a 
healthy and competitive business environ- 
ment. 

Peña said the CICT will also push for the 
development of applications focusing on 
government services, e-learning for basic 
education and e-commerce for small- and 
medium-sized enterprises. 

It will also push for policies that would 
encourage more deployment of broadband 
networks. 

The agency will also continue pushing 
computer literacy programs and the cre- 

jon of regional ICT hubs throughout the 
country. 

Pefia made the presentation at the meet- 
ing of the National Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority-Cabinet Group last week. 


US e-commerce 
holiday season 
sales up 28% 


NEW YORK—US online retail sales for the 
holiday season are up at a 28-percent pace 
compared with the same period last year, a 
survey showed. 

The eSpending report by Goldman, 
Sachs, Harris Interactive and Nielsen Ne- 
tRatings showed Internet sales of $16.7 bil- 
lion during the first six weeks of the 2004 
holiday season. 

That was up 28 percent from the $13 bil- 
lion spent online during the same period in 
2003. 

Music was the fastest-growing category 
in e-commerce, with sales up 33 percent, 
followed by the video and DVD and jewelry 
categories, up 32 percent each. 

Book sales were up 27 percent, and the 
toys/video games category grew 22 per: 
cent. 

"The report was based on a survey of more 
than 1,000 online US adult consumers for 
spending berween November 1 and Decem 
ber 12. 

“Jewelry has turned out to be a strong 
category online with substantial growth 
in sales this season, increasing 32 percent 
year-over-year as a category” said 
Heather Dougherty, analyst at Nielsen Ne 
tRatings. 

“As the online buying population ma 
tures, there is increased confidence and 
comfort in purchasing non-commoditized 
goods online, which has provided retail 
ers with the opportunity to sell a wide va 
riety of product categories and price 
points.” 

AFP 
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i toto à 
nature guide /C2 q Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
ni Z Es Subsection Editor Lito B, Zulueta 


Thank you 
for a great year 


AM NOT ashamed to admitit. 7 - 
[= in a while (all right, my : ALL4ART 
boyfriend, Joel, will tell you it's | 
quite often!) I leaf through my 
compilation of articles and feel a 
warm sense of satisfaction. AS Bea Zobel Jr: 
2004 draws to an end, I can only z 
look back with gratitude at what 
was a most productive year. As I 
have always explained, working on 
these articles has really been a long 
process for me as well. I have had 
to do field trips to different parts of 
our country, from the coves of Ioi- 
lo to the fishport of Navotas, from 
Batanes to Bohol. 
Sometimes I ran off to follow a tip—jus 
e Nan 


CHOCOLATE Hills of Bohol 7 


pened to find a reference to a Filipino making 
skets there? 
archival 

with the wonder f ipinas Her- 

itage Library under the able guidance of their 

director, Maritoni Ortigas. I must admit that 

s took longer to pro- 


cinating artic 
ates help me fin 
All throughout I alway 


the story behind eve 

Jose pointing out that tra fold of 

cloth tucked into the back of Filipino holy 
ad narrating thé ic tale 
lin McKay unraveling the 

secrets of Thai cuisine; Cookie Feria taking 

mein tow in Madrid—the lis ust goes on and 


Speaking of personalities, it is certainly 
along the v 


ways received so warmly. There 

manlag family in Navotas (yes, I mispelled 
the name the first timel) and the 7 

Quiapo: there was Baby Quiblat in Taal 

her cousins the Villavicencios and even her 
mother. There was Co 

Abads in Batanes, 

Saldana in Naburot. 1 alway k 

lost relative coming home. It is true what they 
say about Filipino hospitality. Filipinos will 
take you into their homes even if you're a nosy 
columnist! 


Food 

rywhere I went there was always food! I 
can still taste the quesong puti of Aling Leony, 
the putong sulot of Aling Truding, the bib- 
ingkang 

m 

our people 
doro and their exc 


fone of three CRD vehicles in the raffle 
or pick a prize for a chance to win SMART Buddy Phone Kits instantly! 


* Be one of the lucky winners of L Ford Lynx and 2 Ford Everests, 
hundreds of SMART Buddy phone kits x 
and Super SIM 3 Packs plus thousands of other exciting instant prizes ^ =" 
* Christmas loot bags will be given away to arriving balikbayans at the NAIA. 
+ Free SMART Buddy Super SIM 3 SIM Packs at the Duty Free Fiestamall for arriving balikbayans. 
“Avail of SMART phone kits at more affordable, “pasalubong” prices! ë 


PAHIYAS in Lukban 


THE ORCHIDARIUM at the Rizal Park displays a variety of orchid species and ornamental plants 


ELIEVE it or not, there are nature 
B havens in Manila. Spend part of your 

holidays outdoors! Breathe fresh air 
for a change, be in touch with the environ- 
ment, detox and recharge yourself by forget- 
ting about being in the city for a while. 


Arroceros Forest Park 

Located dead center in polluted downtown 
Manila is Arroceros Forest Park, probably the 
best nature trip in the city. Breathe deeply and 
get a high on clean air as you take a walk in 
the urban forest. 

The air quality inside the forest proves 
that cities need parks and forests to purify 
all of those urban fumes. To show that the 
trees are busy cleaning city air, the bark of 
all trees in the forest has turned black from 
its normal brown color in reaction to the 
city pollution. 

Carefully planted and maintained by the 
Winner Foundation, the forest is a surprising 
collection of hardwood trees that range in 
size and age between fully-grown and a ma- 
jority not quite at the full-grown stage that 
still need nurturing, 

Paths through the forest offer a variety of 
walks. Along the promenade beside the river, 
the arches of Quezon Bridge frame the Pasig. 


(ŻE From the peaceful surroundings of the park, 


the view of Quiapo on the opposite bank 
seems a world away. 

Located on the site of the former Parian 
(Chinese quarter) of Spanish colonial Manila 


$+ and one of the most important archaeological 


2 nilad, the floating water plant Augusto É 


sites in present-day Manila, Arroceros Forest 


S Park and its neighbor, Mehan Garden, are 


both fighting for survival against the threat of 
new construction. 

Arroceros Forest Park is on Arroceros Street 
at the foot of Quezon Bridge"in Manila. It is 
open daily. 


Orchidarium 

Under huge hardwood trees, 
flowers bloom everywhere at the. 
Manila Orchidarium. 

"The verdant garden shows off a 
variety of orchid species, unusual 
Philippine plants, a collection of 
flowering plants named after the 
First Ladies of the Philippines, 
masses of colorful omamental 
plants, and in its lagoon find the 


PRIDE 


from where Manila takes its yi//alon 
name, 

Tt is not just plants and flowers 
at the Orchidarium. In the Butterfly Pavilion, 
walk among fluttering butterflies and if you 


3 are lucky watch butterflies hatching. Rent 


fishing gear and go fishing in the well-stocked 
lagoon. Or just take it easy, imbibe nature 
from the wooden deck of Lush Life Restau- 
rant. The restaurant is also an art gallery and 
where jazz bands play at night. 

The Orchidarium is at Agrifina Circle be- 


5 side the Museum of the Filipino People in 


Manila. For information, call Lush Life 
Restaurant 5229547 or the Orchidarium at 
5276376. 
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MONUMENT to knowledge 
and wisdom at UST 


Nayong Pilipino 

Remember Nayong Pilipino? Each 
Manileho has probably made a visit to the 
park ona school field trip at least once his life. 
Part of it has reopened after having been 
closed for almost two years. 

‘The reason for the closure was 
thata large part of Nayong Pilipino 
was earmarked for runway expan- 
sion needed for the new interna- 
tional airport. Negotiations are un- 
derway for Nayong Pilipino's trans- 
fer to a new site at the reclamation 
area off Roxas Boulevard. But the 
management reopened the old 
park to the public just this month. 

"Kapiraso ng Nayong Pilipino” is 
what is left of the old Nayong 
Pilipino. It might be diminished in 
size butnotin appeal. 

c includes the replica houses 
grouped as the Bicol Area near the 
downscaled Mayon Volcano that 
children love to climb. Next to the volcano 
facsimile, rowboats are available and fishing 
gear on hand at the huge lagoon next to the 
Bicol Area. 

The Ilocos area survives. The “Vigan 
House" receives visitors and can again be 
booked for social functions. 

Nature is the stunning new attraction of 
Nayong Pilipino. The closure of the park gave 
trees and plants needed regeneration time. 
All of the vegetation is now healthier, bigger 
and greener. The rich foliage has grown into a 
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REPLICA of volcano and ruins at Nayong Pilipino 


The Yuletide urban nature adventure challenge 


ve : 
T Be one with nature 


during the long 
holiday season a : 


CANOPY of lights (right) at UST's Benavides Park leads to the UST 
Main Bldg silhouetted by lights and accented with Christmas lanterns 


GREEN quadrangle of FEU 


FHOTOCOURTEST OF WLOBRD CS] 


veritable bird sanctuary despite its improba- 
ble airport location. 

Nayong Pilipino charges no admission fee 
until Jan, 2, 2005 when entrance will be P10 
for adults and PS for children. Call 832.3767. 


Birdwatching 

The surprise is that Manila is actually a 
good place for bird watching. Abandoned ur- 
ban places like the mud flats in the Roxas 
Boulevard reclamation area, La Mesa water- 
shed, and Nayong Pilipino near the airport 
are favorite sites of birds. 

Other sites are the Arroceros Forest Park, 
American Cemetery in Fort Bonifacio, Univer- 
sity ofthe Philippines campus, and the Manila 
Zoo. Even more astonishing is finding out that 
bird colonies live in unlikely places like Ka- 
muning in Quezon City. 

Intrigued? Join one of the club's monthly 
guided tours, given free of charge. Binoculars 
are rented out at P50 each. Contact the Wild 
Bird Club of the Philippines at myck- 
le@thenet.ph or ph_photo97@yahoo.com 


FEU campus 

‘The quadrangle of the Far Eastern Universi- 
tyisan oasis framed by Art Deco buildings de- 
signed and built by National Artist Pablo An- 
tonio. The greenery and calm provides a foil 
to the choke-filled University Belt, which has 
become more known for its pollution than for 
its education. 


UST campus 

The campus of the Royal and Pontifical 
University of Santo Tomas is 21 hectares of 
trees, plants and greenery alongside tasteful 
school buildings. One can sit at the benches 
beneath trees lining the football field or stroll 
along Benavides Park with its rows of trees 
and ancient rocks (hauled from the original 
UST campus in Intramutos) leading to the 
massive UST Main Bldg. whose magnificently 
lit cross can be seen at all points of the city at 
night. 

Visitors may also want to take a wall 
along the UST Botanical Garden and get an 
education on Philippine flora (UST old 
timers know it as the Pharmacy Garder. 
since it keeps plants with pharmaceutica: 
properties). 

The campus of Asia's oldest university is t 
visual treat these days especially at night. Jul 
lie Yap Daza describes the scene in a recen: 
column in the Manila Standard: 

“The trees are festooned with tiny fair 
lights, dripping as if with rain. The mail: 
building is adorned with the huge lantern 
thar convey a pastoral air. The Arch of th: 
Centuries (the entrance to UST) is frame 
with a canopy of illumination. On the gree 
grass, along with sidewalks, the symbols c 
the season--stars, poinsettias, candles--glov 
what makes the UST lights special is the 
‘Thomasians believe not just in the spirit bu 
also in the soul of Christmas-the reason fo: 
Christmas being the birth of the Baby Jesus.” 


Email feedback to afvillalon@hotmail.com. 
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ROLLING hills of Batanes 


Thank you for a great year 


From page Ct 
bang? Remember the banig-maker of Majay- 
jay? What remarkable skills they had learned 
at their grandparents’ knees! Sadly much of 
their knowledge may die with them. We so 
desperately need to revitalize our crafts for 
the next generations. 

1 noted that I felt like a long lost relative 
‘coming home. This is true in every sense of 
the word. I was really coming home after be- 
ing so far away from my country for so long. 1 
was really coming home after somehow being 
so blind to the beauty of what actually sur- 
rounded me here in our very own beloved is- 
lands. Whata homecoming it was! 

I saw the skies over Batanes and the skies 
over Bukidnon. I wept over the ceiling of a 
Batangas church and the decaying windows 
ofa Binondo house. I marveled a lot, cursed a 

* Jot, laughed and cried a lot. 

Interestingly, I saw traces of ourselves even 
abroad—remember Rizal in Cuba? Remem- 
ber the "bulul" in Madrid? 

All throughout, what was especially grati- 
fying was the opportunity to interact with 
readers from around the country. I received 
hundreds of e-mail, a point which I mention 
here as a testimony to the fact that people re- 
ally care about our arts and heritage. People 


Group show 
caps year 


GALERIE Joaquin is holding “The 
Best of Year 2004” at its branches 
in San Juan (371 B Guevarra St. 
and Montessori Lane) and The 
Podium. 

Works in the exhibit are by Tam Austria, 
Antonio Austria, Ramon Orlina, Angelito An- 
tonio, Gig de Pio, Andi Cubi, Norma Belleza, 
Nikulas Lebajo, Manny Garibay, Dominic Ru- 
bio, Edwin Tres Reyes, Karina Baluyut, Marcel 
‘Antonio, Hermes Alegre, Bayani Ray Alcala, 
Eileen Escueta, Dennis Filart, Leonardo 
Reyes, Ricky Montilla, Jerry Morada, Gino 
Tioseco, Marcial Pontillas, Bernard Vista, 
Richard Arimado and Tito Espanol. 
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BANIGS and banig-makers of Majayjay 


BURDADEROS of Lumbang 


really liked to know more about bakya, banig 
and biscocho. 1 often had relatives of the his- 
torical figures T was featuring writing me to 
contribute more information. 

1 won't hide the fact that not all the com- 
‘ments that were sent in were positive. Some- 
one thought that my trip on the MRT was 
frivolous. Once, I was even scolded for using 
the expression “naku” all the time since it is 

ly a reference to a holy figure whose name 


f P3,000.00 by using your 
JCB and myDream JCB! 


Loar  YvGc 


"Toma We Cas Do Most For Yor 


Inspiration 

As always, my family was a source of inspi- 
ration. My brothers and sisters clipped arti- 
cles for me. My father even contributed a 
drawing. And of course, if all else fails, I found 
that I could always write about my mother! 
Seriously 1 did feel 1 had to share something 
about her work with the Mangyans and even 
with the Arroceros Forest Park. And my moth- 
er really took my articles seriously. It reached 
a point that there were certain things Mom 
wouldn't let me do or would insist 1 do be- 
cause “you are writing about our country 
now!” 

So what did learn? 

learned that Filipinos love: to hear about 
chismis even if it happened hundreds of years 
ago. We love food. We love to cook it, eat it 
and read about it.I learned that no one likes 
to get up early. When you plan an early trip 
everyone will insist that they are coming 
along but no one will be there at 6a.m.! 

But 1 have also learned that we have a 
beautiful country there are still many pockets 
full of the richness of our cultures waiting to 
be better understood. We have every reason 
to be proud and no reason to be envious of 
other places. More important, we have cre- 
ativity and we have talent. Let us channel our 
energies and skills into cultural tourism, her- 
itage education and craft revitalization so 
that we can make things even better. 

We have been gifted with a great country 
and we must take care of it! 

Thank you, thank you for a great year! 
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Lluch's serene e : “This show is nostalgic, 


Imiss the “malong” 


LLUCH says 
Maranao women 
exude a certain 
mystique. 
By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Gontributor 


Lluch, who belongs to a prominent family in Iligan City, 
was drawn to the performing arts. 

She studied ballet and music formally, but 
it was her elder sister Charie, now a nun (Sis- 
ter Aquinas Lluch) who had a more powerful 
soprano, and who landed the lead roles in all 
the operettas and musicals staged at St. 
Michael's Academy. 

‘After majoring in Philosophy and graduat- 
ing from the University of Santo Tomas, Julie 
began running around with a literary crowd. 
Her favorites were Nick Joaquin and José 
Garcia Villa, and these writers exerted a 
strong influence on her. 

“Thad always wanted to express myself but 
1 couldn't be a ballet dancer,” she recalls. "I 
was just led there (to sculpture), just chose 
‘what was the true path. Maybe it was just des- 
tiny, was meant to be there.” 

Julie became a sculptress, working with 
terra cota. And soon she mounted her first so- 
lo show, although she felt it was premature 
because she did not yet have a broad f 
(malawak na”) world view. She did self-nor- 
traits, and portraits of her family and her idols 
Joaquin and Villa. Joaquin was one of the 
guests of honor. 

“Nick was really a driving force, an inspira- 
tion, and the show was well-attended,” she 
says. Other solo shows followed through the 
years. 

The latest is ongoing at Galleria Duemila 
(GM Megamall) until Jan. 12. The focus, this 
time, is on the Maranao women of Marawi 
City, which is only an hours ride from iligan. 

Caparisoned in their traditional malong 
and combong (head scarf), the women sub- 
jects exude serenity. They appear to be asleep. 
or just resting, meditating perhaps. The 
graceful folds of their costume immediately 
attract the viewer, and make for a lyrical 
touch. 

“I see them a lot,” says the artist about her 
models. “They are very attractive visually. 
They hold a mystique for me. They're there 
but parang [seem] so distant and separate. 
Tve always wanted to reach out to them, as 
sisters.” 

For this show, Julie deliberately kept away 
from political issues. “Can you ignore political 
issues?” she asks. “I just inhibited myself. I was 
attracted to the beauty of their culture and tra- 
dition, their colorful malong and combong. The 
aimis friendship and understanding.” 

Alas, she does not see the malong anymore 
in Iligan, it has been replaced by a less color- 
ful garment: “So this show is nostalgia,” the 
artist concludes. I miss the malong. I miss the 
beautiful, colorful Maranao costume.” 


A SA CHILD, she had wanted to be a ballet dancer, for Julie 


THE FIGURES are in pensive states to invoke 
contemplation. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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SA BAGONG 
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THE WAY. 


IT GETS DARK 
0 FAST IN THE 
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POTASSIUM 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 
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NEW YEAR'S 
RESOLUTIONS 


— 
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WOULDN'T 
CHANGE A 
THING. 


DIVINE COMEDY 


[oH ueAH. T Forgot ABOUT 
THA. IT Doesn't SAY 
Who it'S FROM. FiNe- 
MiGHt AS WELL, 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Lite is inspirational 


ACROSS 

1 Prunes 

5 Reverberating 
instruments 

10 Super Bowi I 
‘champs 

14 Norway's 
capital 

15 Freeza 

16 Truant kom the 
troops 

37 In any case = 

20 Hio garland 

21 Kind ol bot or 
heat 

22 Biles 

23 Jerks 

25 Ticket sorap 

26 Played fest 

27 Lasing 
impression 

28 Intent 

31 Wan 43A, in 
case at 

35 Overs 
acronym 

37 Usual practica 

38 Commune in 
Tuscany 

40 Mine entrance 

41 Rumblng wit 
rumors 

49 Seo 31A 

45 IDs on Jerseys 

48. -inendy 

48 Sara 

49 Rudiments 

50 "Arabian 
Nights flow 

84 Arists room 

57 Panache 

58 Tide competion 

50 In sa case 

62 Bibical 
-iephard 

65 roke down 

6a Catcal 

86 Nusance. 

66 "Demian" viter. 

67 Checkup 


DOWN 

4 Monal 

2 Mio or Tessla 

3 Prarie 

4 Barty 

5 Ollera 
favorable bet 

6 Alanicor 
Paciic 


YOU BORN TODAY: You can be very devoted to a cause once you embrace it. You're loyal and reliable. You're 
also giving and generous. You value friends, community and family. Privately, you're very sensitive. Few know 
the degree to which you sacrifice yourself for others. Faith i a strong component of your character The year 
ahead ls full of bright, new beginnings. 
Birthdate of: Marlene Dietrich, actress: Gerard Depardieu, actor, William H. Masters. sex therapisUresearcher. 
@ ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
April 19): You feel in- June 20): You feel 22): Romance is very 
spired by the goodness warm and tender about tender today. i's easy 
of others . You see that those who are close to to fall inlove with 
ositive beliefs quickly translate in- you. You appreciate help thats ex- someone. It's also easy to appreci- 
fo positive actions. That's because tended to you: furthermore, you're ate those you already love. Your 
everything begins with a thought. ready to help others in return. creative vibes are strong, foo! 
‘TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to 
May 20): You're ready duty 22): Co-workers VIRGO (Aug. 23 to. 
to share something you are helpful today. Could M Sept. 22): Don’t be 
have with someone . A this be the holiday spir- Æ: afraid to act on ideas to 
‘generous impulse. For- it? Something definite- make where you live a 
tunately wiat goes around comes... ly promotes feelings of shared ite mare beautiful You wan! to 
around, so you can expect some- good will among others. Thisis redecorate and feel cozy at home. 
thing back in the future. fice. irs also a good time to enjoy pleas- 
ant times with family members. 
just how much love 
there is in your daily surroundings. 
People care for you, and you care 
for them 
beautiful now. All kinds 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov 21): You defintely 
want to buy something 


at 


of luxurious things ap- 


peal to you. Go ahead and do what- 
ever you can swing! 


(€ 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Your abi 
ty to charm people is 
wonderful today. That's 
why others are attract- 
ed to you right now. You feel witty, 
caring and kind. (That's a combo 
that's hard to beat!) 

need a little solitude to. 


restore your emotional. 
strength. Life has been busy lately! 
Le) today, and for this you 

are grateful. You see 


how much your life is enriched by 


knowing someone. 
e nur generosity today. 

ou will definitely do 
something that impresses some- 
ong. But to you, i's no big deal. in 
fact, you feel modest and offhand 
about it. 


"s 
E 


By Jemes E. Buell 
Edgouater, FL. 


VERA CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 18): Any time 
spent alone today will 


Saturday's Puzzle Solved 
be time well-spent. You 


7 Uncool kia 

3 Wrgey produc 

3 Milan Greek 
ase 

10 Esas min 

11 "Return ol he 
Jed ernier 

12 Weighty book 

13 al vence 

18 Fors lemon? 

10 rine 
Hing 

24 Sunger 

25 Embarrassing 
spay 

27 Very stoop 

28 Auta auto 

29 San 
pos 

20 Lio parner 

Pae 

32 fcar hopper 

3 Cross to bear 

34 Font ponts 

38 raa 
aera 

39 Copia o 
South Austala 

42 Contocur 
Mana 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): A friend is 
particularly reassuring 


PISCES (Fab. 190 
‘March 20): Someone 
‘admires your beauty or 


44 Maturing 

47 Word win pino 
or iape 

49 Rated X 

50 _-Martimes 
Fern 
department) 

51 Altacn 

52 Hotby wood 


APAT SANA 
ANG 3 KINGS 
KASO NGA 
LANG SUMAKIT 
ANG TIYAN 
NUNG ISA 


MIKROKOSMOS 


INAY, ANO PONG GAGAWIN 
NIYO DIYAN SA SIRANG 


BEBENTA 


BENTILADOR? 


8YJOMIKE TEJIDO 


IPAPA -RECYCLE 
NIYo RIN sı KUYA? 


"YAN ANG TAMA 
PARA SA MGA 
BAGAY NA WALA 
NANG SILBI. 
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Tejido kok 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


CANT START 
AY Y 
WITHOUT 


KIKO MACHINE 


Isone! HAHA! me MAIS 
AKONG SURE-FIRE WAD TO, 
ELIMINATE PIMPLES PARE! 
Ec DERMA-DERMA, 
ZE GASTOS ane 


LOVEKNOTS 


KAYA canun DIN GAGAWIN 
Ko SA MUKHA, PAPALIYABIN TAS 

HILAMOS BIGLA NG MALAMIG NA 

ITUBIG!:KABOOMI:LAHAT KAYONG, 
(man PER TIGYAWAT. 


TF INVOLVES SCIENCE, PARE. 
(MATANONG KiTA, Lam mo BA KU, 
PANO PINAPASABOG ANo Mag 
SOBRANG LAKING BATO DATI 7- 


rz: 

ara aag NANG 
MATAGAL, PARE... 
Tapes BIGLANG BUBU- 
HUSAN NG ICE- COLD 


FRG SABI PAD DI FPJ, 
Ma MpHALAGA ANS 
KAIBIGAN KESA SA PERAS) 
ANG PERA DAW MAÈ- 
WALA, ANG IGHBIGAR, 
— e Z 
pne. 
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BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


LONG, BIHIS 
NA Bilis TAYO. NOSYON, 
PPM ROPE VICTIMS 


A surfeit 
of glorious 


visuals 


fresh art-school graduates toven- by Roberto Chabet 


"UNEXHIBITED Works,” 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


erable masters—is here. The able to the extravagant, fr 
N EXHIBIT covering the viewer is taken aback when con- p3009.:98,000. Gallery-goers anthurium and kasuy; Tek re 
est spectrum of artis- fronted by 360 artworks of 60 are encouraged to drop by and Valdizno's red-on-white abstrac- notable, even if they're in mini 


tie styles and mediums in artists from three generations. 
the Philippine visual arts today is 
the one ongoing until Dec. 31 in the show had been asked to cre- Yestments, 
two venues of West Gallery, atSM ate six pieces in whatever medi- 


Megamall in Mandaluyong City um on a uniform 12" x9" canvas. sentative of the artists individual 
The result is incredible, the effect Sryles and techniques: Malang's 


festive-colored “Vendors”; Romu- 
Prices range from the afford- Jo Olazo's dlaphanous sil lifes of Jimenezs foundsteel "Mailbox"; 


Angel works in Baguio 
and Le Soufflé, Eng Chan 
in UP Vargas Museum 


and at Glorietta 4 in Makati City. 
A veritable Who's Who of con- on the viewer indescribable. 
temporary Filipino artists—from 


EIGHT Baguio-based artists exhibit works in ENG CHAN'S has built 27 sculptures from pre- 


d see for themselves which of these tion; 
Each artist invited to exhibitin are great gift ideas or foolish in- 


Most of the pieces are repre- 


“GIGANTOR,” by Bert Antonio 
(above): “MOSES,” by Annie 
Cabigting (left) 


ings "Moses"; the startling bas- 
reliefs of Eric Zamuco, Chitz 
Ramirez, Gerry Tan and Reggie 
Yuson; and the monochromatic 
abstractions of Jonathan Olazo, 
Tony Leaño, Alfredo Aquilizan, 
Roy Veneracion and Nona Garcia 

The most surprising, hands 
down, is Roberto Chabet's series 
"Unexhibited Works." It consists 
of rectangular mirrors with the 
inscription Unexhibited Works 
cutting crosswise like an interti- 
tle, no more, no less. 

‘We thought at first these were 
merely notices referring to the 
artworks on display, until we did 
a double take, and were led to 
contemplation. This is the kind of 
art that both delights and out- 
rages, depending on the viewer's 
capacity to absorb. 

We don't know, though, if it's 
wise of Chabet, who's also the ex- 
hibits curator, to display such 
surfeit of glorious visuals mount. 
ed edge to edge on the walls of 
two cramped rooms. It leaves no 
breathing space, asit were, and a 
piece of art is better appreciated 
when leftisolate.. 

But then, of course, the man 
must have a different concept of 
art appreciation. 


“UNTITLED,” by Ronald 
Achacoso 


Solers “Stone Garden"; Cid 
Reyes’ “Summer Landscape”: 
DanRaralio'srelief-paintings: the 

“CYBERSPACE series,” ©*Pressionistic portraits of Man- 

"” ny Garibay and Andres Barrio- 
by Ronaldo Ruiz Cnt, 
Some of the pieces are quite 


Ronaldo Ruiz's “Cy. forms and jumbled on the wall: 
berspace”: José John Santos’ sur- National Artist Arturo Luz's or- 
real portraits: Jojo Lofranco's ange-ochre-black "Nude"; 
Fauvist and monochromatic ab- Nunelucio Alvarado's series of 
stracts; Lydia Velasco's incandes- complex patterns, Pandy Aviado's 
cent maidens; Ronald Ventures “Tangram”; Wire Tuazon's “White 
photorealist nudes; Pete Christmas”; Bert Antonio's geo- 
metric abstraction; Annie Cabigt- 


sculpture, paint and photo form in “Araw ng mga 
Anghel” at the Blissspace of Bliss Café (Woods 
Place inn, 38 Military Cut Off Rd., Baguio City) 

puntil Jan. 21, 2005. Call (074)4424641. 


LE SOUFFLE Restaurant features Joana Regina 
Lontoc Alberto's paintings on angels until Dec. 
314. The artworks are also show- S 
cased in Angels 2005 calendar, 
which can be purchased for P100, 
Proceeds will go to the Ephesus 
Home for Girls in Guiguinto, Bulacan. Call 0917- 
8176919 or 8126124. 


UP Vargas Museum Is showing "After the Fact” in 
its The Edge Gallery until Jan. 7. In it, Juan Al- 
cazaren combines installations, paintings and 
collages. On one long wall of the Vargas gallery, 
Alcazaren designs a huge collage mural that re- 
works his animation cells: stills on sheets of 
transparencies on which he drew as part of mov- 
ing images for advertisements or video anima- 
tion. He places unrelated images together that 
seems an experiment on displaced materials and 
merges them with layers of other images, guided 
by colors, shapes and instinct. He also modified 
some of the museum's furniture and space to fit 
them in his scheme of things. 


THE UNIQUE Christmas lanterns of the 
Bauan High School are on exhibit at the 
second floor of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines until Jan. 6, 2005. The 
lanterns produced by the students use 
indigenous and recyclable materials such 
asbotel nuts, garlic cloves, onions, fish 
scales, bones, loofah, lemon peel, 
calamansi seeds, pineapple fiber, dried 
leaves, grains, uncooked pasta, even used 
cigarette butts, Above is a parol made of 
corn grain, 


VISUAL ARTS 


dominantly junked plastic parts of appliances 
and water bottles as well as scrap metals and 
other discarded materials. They are on show in 
"Plastic" at the UP Vargas Museum's Lobby 
Gallery. Putting them together, according to 
Chan. is like child's play involving Lego pieces: 
eventually seemingly dissimilar parts can go 
together. Chan adds a twist to his 
assemblages by illuminating 
them with tiny electric bulbs and 
reflective materials. Call 
9281927 or 9205301. 


SAMMY Kilat, Pete Cortes and Camille Dacanay 
are the "Three Potters,” whose latest clay cre- 
ations are on exhibit until Dec. 29 at Gallery 
139, 3/L Glorietta 4, Ayala Center, Makati. Each 
artist interprets a bowl, vase or jar. Call 
7289724, 


GALERIA de las Islas Is also mounting Antonio 
Doctor Garcia's “Noon at Ngayon” until Jan. 31, 
2005 at the Ilustrado Restaurant, 744 Gen. Luna 
St, Intramuros, Manila. The exhibit showcases 
Garcia's drawings and watercolor paintings from 
1990 to the present. His subjects include land- 
scapes, seascapes, old houses and Philippine 
churches. A 25-percent discount is offered on the 
artworks. Call 5272113. 


RECYCLED clock 
by Chan 


ENJOY 2 NIGHTS AND GET THE THIRD NIGHT FREE. 


For a quick getaway this Holiday Season, take your family to Edsa Shangri-La, Manila, 
Book a 2-night stay at a Deluxe room for only Php9,300++", and get the third consecutive night free. 
We'll even treat you to a buffet breakfast for two in our coffee shop on the first two days. 
“And to further enjoy this break, dine at our specialty restaurants, try any of the hotel amenities 
or simply relax in the luxury of cur bedrooms. For Inquiries and reservations, 
call (02) 636-9082 to 87 or email reservations.eslGshangri-la.com. 

‘At Edsa Shangri-La, restful nights are part of our Christmas treat. 
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For feedback, e-ma us stfestyle@inquicercém.ph 


Text us your feedback: 
inquirer fe name/ity/message to 
7207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Christ." The year's 
controversial movie N 


LOCAL AND FOREIGN 


The most notą 
movies of 


By Lito B. Zulueta x ba ca Ta wine clone loads ang P1 Hon 


, Sui sie Sman ta NT sane 250 Dean c esr 

motable movies. If one bears this in 3 Se pesis or des, Per OTHER Perl NO. 2105 Senes 200 
mind, then one can skip the pre- 

dictable list of the best movies of the year DOtables: . ma ———— 

churned out by reviewers who outbid one an- ANGELICA Panganiban in "Santa Santita,” an objective look at folk a 


Oh Fasi ane erlere mus ege a ove 
: c Gains Más Ser leget 
dE HERE are really no good movies, only er P 9 


other in tacking superlatives on movies that bol Catholicism 
may or may not deserve them. Exaggerated olusyo: 
praise, after all, does not help the audience Son 
appreciate the cinema. They hardly explain 
that the appreciation and understanding of 
cinema is largely conditioned by the moment. 18 ISANG, 
and the milieu. 

‘This list therefore cites the notable movies, a 
Filipino or foreign, shown in Philippine cine- Pamilyang 
masin 2004. They are "notable" because in the 
moment of time that was 2004 and in the so- 


k — NG] NGO 
cial geography in which they were shown, they Pilipi: $ e gd" Daaa T aa 
provided contexts and insights that enabled Pilipino, HN E a 1 
their viewers to grasp cinema's i 


power ofimage 


and representation, its ability to conjure a.c "m 
edo maam Zatoichi 


E : a 
The "Lord of the Rings" series receives the T ugue i i N ANY 
penultimate wrap-up in "The Retum of the gr, sx. C E. 
King. Although it is wrong to look at the "Twilight S : 1 

"Rings" movies as a series comprising a trilogy 


since JR. Tolkien really wrote the novels as Ze £s ue» = 
eee mae SI] OUR NEW SH0Wg00M ATM A KETI RR 
climax to the breathtaking film adaptation by | TC-329, IL, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig KE H - 
Peter Jackson. As cinema, it certifies the power | Showroom 1: 4/L, bes. Gameworx, Festival L Alabang | P 
the best cinema (pardon the superlative)—is (02) 3739797 . 4165215. 10 [ga 
NG ey 7| PAYABLE IN 
Despite its tendencies toward melodrama, S à 7: 7 
to the movie's romantic bias. The dedicated 
performances of Piolo Pascual and Claudine 
Jeffrey Jeturian's “Minsan Pa” and Cesar 
Montano's “Panaghoy sa Suba (Wail on the 
Aside from their linguistic conceit, they K 3 3 c FH 7 Ñ- any intemational currency - be it Yen, Euros, Dollars o others — 
50 powerful and even innovative movies. “Mi : 


Teis.: (02) 771-0857 - 807-8571 
of technology to invoke alternative worlds. As ‘ > ala - 
my, i shows that the best lnerarure—and ANA 2046 GAT 
“Milan” is notable for its depiction of the gains 
and losses of Filipino expatriate workers. The If a F d 
occasional docu-drama touches provide a foil i UE na s 
SUPERMALLS'A 14. 7 . 

the movi ing pas- i ES 
Barretto endow the movie with a ringing pas- briny you thw 
River)" are notable movies for using Cebuano È 7 E Make purchases anywhere in the Philippines and the world, using 
without apologies (but with English subtitles). 
san Pa" follows a Cebu tourist guide's peregri- 
nations through life amid the contradictions of 
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CARA Barredo as Dorothy in Rep's “The Wizard of Oz" 


Theater Festival 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2004 


TANGHALANG Pilipino's “Himala" was restaged for the National 


Best shows of the last quarter 


The festival featured musical 
plays and modern zarzuelas, chil 
dren's musicals, performance by 
regional troupes, stand-up come- 
dy routines and late-night shows, 
and ambassadors of goodwill like 
the Vienna Boys Choir and the 
Tian Jin Children's Peking Opera 
Troupe. 

Performing with the Philippine 
Philharmonic Orchestra (PPO) 
under Eugene Castillo, Califor- 
nia-based Linda Wang, petite but 
wielding a mean violin, elicited 
wild cheers from the audience. 
And, in another concert with the 
PPO, featuring distinguished pi 
anist Raul Sunico, so did che Uni 
versity of Santo Tomas Percus- 
sionists. 

The 12 percussionists led by 
‘Amel Feliciano, caparisoned in 
Mexican costumes, did a Mexican 
number annotated by the Mexi- 
can ambassador. The American 


By Amadis Ma, Guerrero 
Contributor 


USIC—that most 
appealing of all 
the art forms— 


occupied centerstage 
during the fourth quarter 
of the year. And the third 
National Theater Festival 
(NTF), held at the Cultur- 
al Center of the Philip- 
pines and other venues, 
and funded by the Na- 
tional Commission for 
Culture and the Arts (NC- 
CA); had a strong musical 
orientation. 

The NTF was a highlight of the 
period under review if not of the 
year 
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ambassador likewise introduced 
an American composition. There. 
were also Russian and English 
works. So where were the Rus- 
sian and UK ambassadors? 

If chere are children's musicals, 
can children's choirs be far be- 
hind? At the big Aliw Theater in. 
the CCP Complex, we had two of 
the finest choirs in the world: the 
Vienna Boys Choir, under the di- 
rection of Martin Schebesta; and 
the Loboc Children's Choir, con- 
ducted by Alma Fernando-Taldo. 

So, who's the better choir? 
Now, don't be silly. There is no 
room for comparison because 
one choir is all-male, while the 
other is mixed. Suffice it say that 
both choirs do their respective 
countries proud. 


Voices from Bohol 

At the CP's Tanghalang Aure- 
lio Tolentino, the major offering 
ofthe Loboc Children's Choir was 
“Calenda de Loboc,” a traditional 
Christmas presentation of the 
town of Loboc which is solemn 
and festive by turns. It has a fies- 
ta-like atmosphere featuring car- 
olers, dancers, a priest celebrat- 
ing Mass, maestros and cantores, 
rondallas and the Loboc Brass 
Band. 

Stage direction was by the not- 
ed composer from Bohol, Lutgar- 
do "Gardy" Labad, a Philippine 
Educational Theater Association 
(PETA) alumnus. 

The classic fairy tale "Pinno- 
chio" was given a delightful ren- 
dering by Repertory Philippines 
(at Greenbelt OnStage) as musi- 
cal theater, and as dance by Ballet 
Manila at Star Theater. 

‘Another classic for children, 
Pinoy this time and socially con- 
scious, "Pepe ‘n Pilar,” was staged 
by Gantimpala Theater Founda- 
tion at St. Scholastica's St. Cecilia 
Hall. The play grappled with so- 
cial issues, like the plight of 
streetchildren, even as it impart- 
ed values to children. The engag- 


Rainbow.” 


CCPs 


MICHAEL Williams 


Cara Barredo 
Dorothy, the young heroine. And 
for its 68th season in 2005, the 
Rep has lined up three musicals: 
“The Little Shop of Horrors,” 
“The Emperors New Clothes" 
and "Man of La Mancha.” 


Formidable music 

“Buhay!” gave the audience at 
Tanghalang 
Abelardo a sampling of the 
formidable accomplishments of 
‘our contemporary composers and 
lyricists (in Filipino and English). 
Performers were mostly from 
PhilStage, a conglomerate of 11 
leading performing arts compa- 
nies. Noni Buencano proved him- 
self a complete performer. 

There were delightful numbers 
from "Katy!" as engagingly pe 
formed by May Bayot (she with 
the powerful voice), Mitch Valdes. 
and Pinky Marquez. This musical 
is crying out to be revived. Paging 
Nestor Torre and Musical Theater 
Philippines. 

Also nostalgic in a way but ina 
more militant vein was “Hanas!,” 
a revue of the protest songs of the 
1970s and 1980s, as performed 
by activists 
groups like Noel Cabangon, Jess 
Santiago, Tambisan and Patatag, 
along with regional troupes. 

Philippine 
scored with “Isang Bagong Bi 
in,” set to the beautiful music of 
Willy Cruz, and the pulsating 
“Carmina Burana,” the young 
dancers whipped into shape by 
Russian resident ballet master 
Anatoly Panasyukov. The compa- 
ny has some fine soloists like Abi- 


ing original music was by Bong 
Rosario, Roy Regalado and Vin- 
cent de Jesus. 

Another blue-ribbon Repertory 
Philippines production was the 
memory-provoking "The Wizard 
of Oz" which, after six decades, 
continues to captivate, propelled 
by the immortal song “Over the 


Liezl Batucan and 


alternated as 


VIENNA Boys Choir 


gail Tan, Aileen 


Nicanor 


Marasigan. 


entertaining, 


role of Atang, 


and nationalist 


Ballet Theater 


the early 1930s. 


MIGUEL Faust mann 


Michelle Navarro, Ronilo Jay- 
nario etal. Choreography by Gen- 
er Caringal, libretto and lighting 
design by the versatile Dennis 


Frank Rivera's Sining Kam- 
bayoka and Joonee Gamboa's 
Barasoain Kalinangan Founda- 
tion are two of our finest regional 
groups. The latter's contribution 
to NTF was “Nang Mabasag ang 
Banga,” the love story of National 
Artists Atang de la Rama and 
Amado V Hernandez (directed by 
Armando Santa Ana at CCP's 
Tanghalang Aurelio Tolentino). 
Music by Arnel del Rosario and li- 
bretto by Joseph Cristobal. 
The zarzuela was patriotic yet 
with outrageous 
mugging. Singing actress Maria” 
Irene Crisostomo shone in the 


With practitioners like Bien 
Lumbera, Frank Rivera and Lu- 
cien Letaba, the modern Filipino 
zarzuela is alive and well 

The plays of the New Voice 
Company have always been 
provocative and theme-driven. In 
the erotic “Cabaret” (directed by 
Rito Asilo and Monique Wilson at 
Music Museum), the theme is 
somber: Hitler's rise to power in 


The ensemble headed by the 
Wilson siblings (Monique and 


Gallinera, Jamie) and Joy Virata gave it all 
they got, singing, acting and 
dancing up a storm. But the tal- 
ented Joel Trinidad was wasted 
ina nonrole. 

The year ended with a straight 
play about gays: “Lar” by 
Gantimpala Theater Foundation 
at CCPs Tanghalang Huseng 
Batute, directed by Floy Quintos. 
The focus was on often tense and 
sometimes violent relationships, 
with an all-male cast giving high- 
ly charged performances. 

As the Modelo, hunk Neil Ryan. 
Sese exuded both virility and sen- 
sitivity; he is a real theater find. 
“Laré” will have repeats in Jan- 
vary and February. It was adapted 
by Quintos and Miguel Castro 
Cone of the actors) from Arthur 
Schiifizler’s "La Ronde.” 

The coming year begins with 
an upbeat note: the first national 
conferencefestival known as 
Karangalan (Honor), to be held 
atthe CCP on Jan. 21-23. 

As convenor Nicanor Perlas 
puts it, the conference-festival 
seeks "to mobilize excellence to 
createa visionary Philippines and 
to dispel the hopelessness grip- 
ping the country.” There will be 
speeches by community leaders, 
artists and achievers followed by 
creative responses in music, 
dance and drama: exhibits, dis- 
cussion groups and workshops. 


& 


PINKY Amador 


Repertory announces 2005 season program 


STILL recovering from the loss of its presi- 
dent and artistic director, Zeneida Amador, 
Repertory Philippines, now on its 38th year, 
has announced its schedule of productions 
for the new year--a program that had been 
prepared by Amador before she died. All 
productions are being presented in coopera- 
tion with the City of Makati. 

On Jan. 14 will be the Asian premiere of 
“Oh Romeo” written by Ephraim Kishon 
who has been called Israel's “National Hu- 
morist." It will be directed by Joy Virata, In 
this zany farce, Romeo and Juliet didn't die, 
get married and live happily ever after— 
with William Shakespeare managing to 
keep himself in the picture, Pinky Amador, 
Michael Williams and Miguel Faustmann 
starinthis play. 

“Busybody,” a comedy thriller by Jack 
Popple, opens on Feb. 11. A disappearing 
body, an interfering cleaning lady and a 
bossy detective make for a crazy whodunit 
that will chase anybody's blues away. 


Michael Williams directs. 

“Busybody" will be followed by a revival of 
one of REP's most successful musical come- 
dies of many years ago—the lively “Little 
Shop of Horrors” (written by Howard Ash- 
man with music by Alan Menken) on March 
4, Baby Barredo will direct this unusual mu- 
sical comedy about an unusual plant. 

Barredo will direct still another comedy 
that will end the first half of the year—the 
Olivier Award-winning “Whose Wife Is It 
Anyway?” by Ray Cooney, which opens on 
April 8. A dashing British Member of Parlia- 
ment, his nervous aide, their three funny 
honeys and a dead body make up this physi- 
cal comedy. 

All plays run on Fridays and Saturdays at 
8p.m., and on Sundays at 3:30 p.m. 

"The REP Children's Theater production 
of the “Emperor's New Clothes” by Jeanne 
Bargy and Jim Eiler, will open on Aug. 6 and 
run until October. 

Shakespeare's “The Taming of the 


Shrew,” directed by Bart Guingona, opens 
Sept. 2. It will have special subscriber per- 
formances on Sept. 2 and 3 at 8 p.m. and 
Sept. 4 and 25 at 3:30 p.m. 

"The final production for the year will be 
one of the most popular and best-loved 
Broadway musicals of all time—“Man ofla 
Mancha," which will be directed by Barredo. 

“Man of La Mancha" was written by Dale 
Wasserman with music by Mitch Leigh and 
lyrics by Joe Darton based on the book “Don 
‘Quixote de la Mancha” by Miguel de Cer- 
vantes, One of the world’s most famous 
songs, “Impossible Dream,” is part of this 
musical. 

All plays will be staged at REP's Globe 
‘Theater at Onstage in Greenbelt 1. Season 
and Year passes, which give sizable dis- 
counts, are available at the REP office (Kar- 
rivin Plaza 2316 Pasong Tamo Ext., Makati 
City: tel, 887-0710), Greenbelt 1 ticket 
booth and all Ayala Commercial Center tick- 
etoutlets. 
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the tourism industry “Panaghoy” movies that, without even the -— of course merely masks her frus- 
isaperiodmoviethatconjuresthe modicum of research and open- $ ! S trations and disappointments in 
romance of Bohol, its generous mindedness, often look down on , 7 K x r life, just as his publishing achieve- 
natural endowments, and its rich folk Catholicism. This is a reli- C en ment and successful marriage ob- 
history. If Montano' direction is gious film that does not evade the of scure his regrets and longings. 
sometimes wobbly, his artistic issues. 9 ‘The film has no big revelations to 
conviction and love for Bohol’ Takeshi Kitano's _ “Zatoichi” make, but the interest of the audi- 1 
morethan make up fori. takes after the spirit of the charac- ence is sustained because of the Loir, e Kar wai’ 
Maryo J. de los Reyess ter of “Astig.” Shown during the ` refreshing naturalism, Richard "2046," Wong Kar Wa''s stylish > 
“Naglalayag” is a mature look at 2004 Cinemanila International x Linklater's sure direction, and the movieon memory and regret 
an old woman's relationship with Film Festival, this crowd-pleasing i š incredible chemistry between the 
a young man, a problematic on Japanese movie, which is break- ge: = actors, Ethan Hawke and Julie nedings TED ROBI ere ee 
desire and age. Joel Lamangan’s ing box-office records for an Asian Delpy, who have literally grown video. cu eins ode pd 
“Sabel” is notable for tackling les- movie in Europe and the United old but wrinkly beautiful, and wis- Hideo: and fesh to Wong's mish: 
bianism, and while one may be States, revives the 1960s film se- z 3 er, in their characters. The endis mash K ele d it hor 
discomfitted with the movie's re- ries featuring Shintaro Katsu as i e inconclusive, and the audience is. movning ose, this is d star-stud. 
ductionism, it’s a bold movie. Lav the blind master swordsman in [ thankful that there's no sunset yet TR else s fantastic 
feudal Japan. As played by Kitano, a to what is emerging as a mostin- performances tagas jm 
ilyang Pilipi the character is recast with a gritti- ama : triguing film series. P aM 2 MN vu 
ceit in Filipino filmmaking yet this er contemporary flavor. Because 1 L L Regret, too, is the theme of R D 
century: It's 10 hours long and it of the Japanese penchant for 1 $ d x Wong Kar Wai's “2046,” about a nee idol Taku alts) 
was made in the course of 10 sight-challenged heroes, irs not È S i ? journalist in the 1960s who writes "°T onl pue nG asi hut 
years, It reaffirms Diaz's position surprising that “Astig” was invited 5 $5 a futuristic novel (the title of the i. Sar Buen pra 
as one of the country's mostexcit to the 17th Tokyo International E t MEM film) abouta mysterious trainthat f Pee a of the year is “The 
ing new cinematic voices. Film Festival last October. “Astig” < S A regularly goes to 2046, but with = passion of the Christ eer have 
ME and “Zatoichi” are twins that show k the passengers never quite mak- feared Mel Gibson's depiction of 
Going digital the paradox of filmmaking: in or- “PANAGHOY sa Suba” may yet revive Cebuano cinema. ing the trip back. The title has po- Christ's torture and c ce pag 
Jon Red's “Astig,” shown during der to see, one must “un-see.” litical overtones, as itis the year T of violence and am 
the 2004 Cinemanila Internation- The samurai motifisprovideda “Before Sunrise" characters Jesse n Hong Kong will fully revert toChi- 2 S Semitic tract. The first eriti- 
al Film Festival, has its own multi- wizened and coruscating edge in and Celine 10 years after their na, under the Sino-British agree- = cism shows how the secular, liber. 
sided conceit: Itisa full-length ex- Yoji Yamada's “Twilight Samurai,” brief encounter in Paris in which ment. Butsince the title also refers S] world pas sanitizod the Chris. 
perimental digital movie aboutan which was the most notable movie they promised to rendezvous in to the protagonists room number, tian message and jettisoned its re 
assassin who suffers from astig- in the Eiga Sai, the Japanese film Vienna. Z Where he writes and conducts his Gen mee ee S su 
Jnatism, The story a seen fromthe festival organized twice a year by Te tryst didn't take place, as lustful conquests of women, one feri v z i. The penni enti 
joint of view of the protagonist, the Japan Foundation Manila. The we learn from the sequel, which of whom is a prostitute who falls (r8 2NG P. The saka 
ho works asa cameraman when movie balances the serious and sees them hooking up again dur- inlove with him but who realizes, = C misses ine of Christs incar. 
he's not a killer.forhire. The ac- the comic in its depiction of a ing the Paris book tour of Jesse, much to his regret later, shes = torion, of God pecoming a Jew in 
tion in the film isdynamic, andthe samurai in the difficult Meiji tran- who has written a successful novel marginal in his world, the movieis = nager to pe crucified by Jews, as 
improvisatory quality plus the sition, who has to struggle in the that barely disguises the en- really about memory and its well as the eschatological signifi- 
frontiersmen dimension of digital face of poverty and domestic du- counter 10 years back. Again tremendous faculty to foster guilt Ymes of God e-na a 
filmmaking revives the cinema ties in order to serve his master pressed for time since he has to ^ and regret, its paradoxical capaci- man history by becomin S self 
werite style with spunk and wit. and fulfill the samurai code of catch his flight, Jesse and Celine ty to recover what had been ulti- P historical player: iy ie 
Robin Padilla delivers an unsenti- honor. The poignant realism of reacquaint themselves with one 1 mately lost in the past the recov. 5 Historical D Boror founded ij 
mental performance. this film has made it the first another and struggle to piece to- ery deepening the sense of loss. {he past cad Laa Pra ge 
"The other notable full-length Japanese flm to be nominated for gether the high points of their first Wong's slick filmmaking is Very funie. The condemnation. suf 
video movie of the year is “Santa the Oscar best foreign language meeting, so that the audience evidenthere, sometimestoannoy- fared by the movie shows how the 
Santita,” Laurice Guillen's high- film in overa decade. finds out that Celine has become ing proportions: He seems a mas- Z against anti-Semitism 
resolution digital film about a mir- selective in her memory, humiliat- ter in framing fashion advertise- fos been ceamandeered by the 
acle worker It is a refreshing film Best sequel ing Jesse, for example, by denying ment—prone scenes and se. D reli. 
because it does not have the cyni- The best film sequel of the year they had sex ("We had it twice, re- quences, backed by retro music, so sious movie, and more. 
cism often seen in other Filipino is “Before Sunset,” which reunites member!” he protests). The denial that the characters look like man- 8?" à : 


EXCLUSIVE 
NEED NOT 
BE ELUSIVE 


American Express Platinum Cards 
offer Cardmembers exceptional 
discounts and privileges through 
“American Express Selects and 
Platinum Partners. All you need 
to do toavail of these savings and 
special privileges is to use your 
American Express Card at quality 
establishments throughout Metro 
Manila and the Philippines - and 
what better time to do so than 
during this holiday season! 


4, American. 
SE exceptions! dit 


Me 


GRAND Carousel 


XY Kids, Garfield, 
Bamboo at theme park 


SPEND an enchanting the city of Santa Rosa, Laguna. a 
holiday season at the Until Jan. 2, 2005, che park is ; ve CLARINS 
Enchanted Kingdom, TS P A0 a.m. to 12 mid. / ; mE 
UE NU E mec Habana : J| toc pth with every 
world-class theme park! cal 8436070 to 78; 8302111 rnad 

XY Kidz and Garfield will al- to 16, or visit wwwenchanted- 

so have a fashion show the fol- kingdom.com.ph. 
-lowing day, Dec. 27. ‘Tickets may be purchased at 
Atreat for music lovers isthe the Enchanted Kingdom Makati 1 
Christmas special featuring sales office at G/F Tropical 7 18% off on food and 
Bamboo, on Dec. 28. Palms Condominium, 103 Dela S 1 beverage bill and 10% 
Enchanted Kingdomislocat- Rosa St, Legaspi Village, * off on wine purchases 
ed in the midst of the vast Makati City, atthe front gate, or 

greenery and clean fresh air of atany TicketWorld outlet. 


Soff on purchases 
+ free ced reat 


On top of all the great values, American Express Peso Platinum Credit Cardmembers will 
‘eam DOUBLE Membership Rewards Points for ALL CHARGES until December 31,2005.** 


For complete details on American Express Selects and Platinum Partners of the American 
Express Cards, please call our 24-Hour Customer Service Hotline at 814-4777. Or visit 
americanespress.com ph for the Intemational Dollar Cards and smericanespressbankcom ph. 
for the Peso Platinum Credit Card. 
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“Garden of Beasts: A Novel of Berlin 1936" 
By Jeffery Deaver 

Simon & Schuster, New York, 

2004, 404 pages 


By Ruel S. De Vera 


ESPITE the fact that the thriller has 

ways been a popular genre in the 

bestseller stacks, some craftsmen are 

more equal than others. One of these stand- 

outs is prize-winning Jeffery Deaver, the au- 

thor ofthe forensic thriller “The Bone Collec- 

tox” later adapted into the Denzel Washing- 
ton movie. 

If "Garden of Beasts: A Novel of Berlin 
1936" is any indication, then one can surmise 
that Deaver is successful in the cash register 
because he covers that extra base. While 
many of his better-known novels ("The Bone 
Collector” included) feature his recurring 
characters, Lincoln Rhyme and Amelia Sachs, 
“Beasts” is something of a calculated depar- 
ture for Deaver, a risk that pays off for the 
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The ‘Beasts’ before war 


most part. 

As the title implies, “Beasts” takes place 
most in Berlin of 1936, right before the out- 
break of the Second World War. Berlin, as de- 
picted through Deaver's well-researched and 
detailed passages, is a beautiful place full of 
history and culture that is slowly, inexorably 
being possessed by the hateful spirit of a fa- 
natical leader. Under this cover, a hidden 
armystirs. 

Except that US government types decide 
that the war machine Adolf Hitler is building 
must be stopped somehow. After few back-al- 
ley discussions, an audacious plan is formed. 
A hired killer--a "button man”-.-will be sent 
in disguise to Berlin, not to kill Hitlez, but to 
kill Col. Reinhard Ernst, the most vital cog in 
Hitlers war machine. 

But this is no ordinary button man they've 
hired. Paul Schumann, a hitman of German 
descent and thus fluent in the language, is a 
skilled boxer and a crack shot. But more than 
anything else, Schumann is a killer with a 
conscience. He only accepts assignments to 


Full of texture and vivid 
characters, Jeffery 
Deaver's World War II 
thriller may be 
predictable in parts, 
but readers won't see 
what's really coming 
Kill those he believes are bad people, seeing 
himself more as an instrument "correcting 
God's mistakes.” In exchange for a pardon for 
his past crimes and a bounty of cold cash, he 
agrees to the dangerous and shadowy plan. 
Which is how Schumann winds up dis- 


guised as a freelance sportswriter on his way 
to Berlin on the S.S. Manhattan, ostensibly to 


cover the Berlin Olympics. But things go awry 
almost from the very beginning, and even as 
Schumann hits the ground running in Berlin, 
there is the nagging feeling that something is 
wrong. Aside from that fact that he seems to. 
be falling in love with a vulnerable and intelli- 
gent German woman, Kathe Richter, Schu- 
mann starts to get hints that instead of being a 
cruel warmonger, Ernst might actually be an 
enlightened soul doing his bit to save lives. 


, Add to that the fact that a grizzled German 


police inspector named Willi Kohl is on Schu- 
mann's trail and Kohl may have more tricks 
up his sleeve than Schumann has. 


Satisfying complex thread 

Deaver succeeds in creating a satisfying 
complex thread of events, peppering the nar- 
rative with encounters with real historical fig- 
ures. Aside from the obvious appearances by 
the likes of Hitler and Herman Goring, there 
are vignettes with Olympic hero Jesse Owens. 
Deaver takes the effort to truly raise Berlin 
from the ashes of war and history, bringing 
back to life bustling streets and busy restau- 
rants, but with the specter of Hitler's holo- 
caustin the horizon. 

“Beasts” is a lively, efficient read, a book 
that draws the reader in and won't let go easy- 
an intelligent airport read. Most ofthis is due 
to the vivid characters Deaver employs. Ernst, 
it seems, is truly hard to pin down; he's some- 
"where berween patriotic pacifist and scientist 
soldier. Or is he? Otto Webber, a crafty Berlin 
crook, offers many occasions for enjoyable lit- 
tle incidents. Kohl is yet another well-carved 
cast member. 

But mostly, it's because of Schumann, the 
finely tuned and yet stil very human protago- 
nist. The square-jawed Yank seems a bit too 
much ofa good thing, but Deaver employs his 
white knight without fear, Formidable and 
conscientious, Schumann may be a peerless 
character, but, between his back story and his 
prowess, makes for an easy hero to root for. 

Perhaps the best thing about “Beasts” aside 
from its locale is the enigmatic nature of the 
supporting characters. Schumann we know, 
but everyone else, from Webber to Richter 
and, yes, even Ernst and Kohl, is under suspi- 
cion. Deaver effectively uses this aspect of his 
characters to set up the conflictat the heart of 
"Beasts": Who are the real monsters in this 
atypical morality tale? 

“The veteran Deaver also displays his lean 
and mean plotting to good effect. But too 
much of the book relies on a confluence of co- 
incidences that just too perfect to be believ- 
able. This, unfortunately, results in Deaver 
telegraphing some of his punches, the reader 
seeing what he's trying to do before he gets to 
do it. But, even if the reader is on to that, there 
is a particularly dramatic set of twists right at 
the books climax that literally turns "Beasts" 
on its head, and no one will see it coming. 


Available at National Book Store and Power- 


‘THE POWERBOOKS' book of the 
month is "And Now You Can Go,” by 
Vendela Vida and published by Viking. It 
tells the story of a 21-year-old woman 
held at gunpoint and survives the 
incident but is traumatized by it, Until 
one day, she travels with her mother, a 
nurse, to the Philippines, and is 
illuminated. PowerBooks isat Greenbelt 
4(1576428), Megamall (6352898), 
Alabang (8505662) and Glorietta 
(1521075), 
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, families living south of Metro Maila with the Second leg ofits 
‘Plasma Pleasures. exhibit at dis Alabang Town Center 


Touted asa truly unique and 
different from the usual appli- 
ance exhibits we have come to 


.know, “Plasma Pleasures” pre- 


sents the best and the latest in 
plasma TV which surely would 
offer customers a truly Plasma 
Pleasure-able experience. 

An exhibit which can be 
likened to a trip to an art 
gallery, Automatic Centre has 
collaborated with its design 


backdrop specifically de- 
signed to highlight the flat 
screens. Its layout also allows 
people to admire the products 
while moving easily from one 
booth to the next. 

“Plasma Pleasures” has a 
very successful debut at 
Glorietta in Makati last 
November. The exhibit at 
ATC's Activity Center runs 
from Dec. 13 to 30, 2004. 


consultants to create a unique 


Friends of Automatic 
Centre, Raffy and 
Gina Hechanova 
visits the first ever 
plasma show "Plasma 
Pleasures!" with 
themin photo are: 
Mrs. Irene Lim Chua 
-SEVP, Mr. Donny 
Tantoco - Phil, 
Retailers Association 
President and Ms. 

ined by Automatic Centre Executives : Mr. Sammie Lim - President, Tessa Prieto-Valdes - 
Mr. Benito Lim - Chairman and CEO, Ms. Elena Lim-CFO TV Host/Socilite, 


Columnist. 


SONY. 


WEGA ENGINE is all about picture details... 


PROJECTION TV WEGA 


High Definition Input ———— d 2 i 2 Y Better Resolution 
Lem 


Sharper Edge - = -— a s | Less Picture Noise 


Realistic Picture ^^ " Higher Contrast 


WEGA ENGINE 
INTEGRATED DIGITAL PROCESSING SYSTEM 


HIGH DEFINITION TV READY 


KE-MXA2A1 (PLASMA WEGA) KE-MV42A1 (PLASMA WEGA) KP-FWAGM91 (PROJECTION TV WEGA) 


Memory STICK 


Enuo Ditta by: Sony ha nc, - 2h Fk Tver, 788 Tha Estamos Cent, Ai Aren or Paso da Rosas Maka Cty, 128 PHILIPPINES: For ductis, contact our Cto maton Carat Tn: 832) B780 or ena si ci sho enya 
“ist ot e st omman 
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December 13-30, 2004 
Alabang Town Center 


E 0. 


xhibit fea ques 


"Plasma Pleasures" features over 50 i 
“Of the latest models with award- 

winning innovations in flat panel 

televisions, including the world’s 

largest plasma TV on display. 


Fourteen fabulously experiential 
"booths that showcase the world's top 
brands namely AOC, Audiovox, 

' Fujitsu, Hitachi, JVC, Kolin-Syntax, 


ILG, Philips, Panasonic, Pioneer, 


:Samsung, Sharp, Sony and Toshiba 


Since the best and the latest 
plasma TVs are being showeased 


‘are on display. In addition, a 15th in the exhibit, customers would 


be able to compare and choose 


: booth highlights the newest models ^ which is the best plasma TV for 


in both large and wide screen TVs 


them. This would not be possible 
with ordinary displays at appli- 


with the latest DLP and LCD ance stores that would usually 


present a couple of Plasma TVs. 


‘projection TVs on display. Plasma TVs are even offered at 


i | 


O-percent interest for up to.12 
months on major credit cards. In- 
deed, Automatic Centre makes 
sure.that bringing home that flat 
screen TV experience is possible 
this Christmas season! 

“We know that affordability is 
key for our customers that’s why 
we have teamed up with our 
bank and credit card partners to 


Four move days to go 
Plasma Buys and Ama: .., “eus 
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offer fantastic deals with great HSBC and Standard Chartered. 
value at Plasma Pleasures,” says. While premium items that in- 
Mia Chua, AVP of Automatic clude home theater systems, 


Centre. 


digital cameras and video cam- 


Fabulous freebies, such as a eras are also amazingly on offer. 
14-inch television, personal re- Beside the zero-percent inter- 
frigerators, microwave ovens, est, special deals are also on of- 
wireless headphones and gift fer for prospective buyers. You 
cheques, are up for grabs from just have to visit the exhibit to 
BPI Card, Bankard, Citibank,  gethold of those deals. 


nangin eaae 


EV33DVD 


Visit us at w 


VISIT AUTOMATIC CENTRE'S PLASMA PLEASURES EXHIBIT FROM DEC. 13 TO 30, 2004 AT ALABANG TOWN CENTER. 


EV66DVD 


ww.pioneer.com.sg or email us at mgme@compa: 


s.com.ph Pioneer sound. vision.soul 


Satisfied owners of the most stylish DVD Mini System. 


Also available: EV66DVD and EV33DVD Mini Systems. 


EV99OVD 
Watch out for the EV99DVD from Pioneer. Wearing a streamlined design 
with sleek lines, smooth silver finish that has drawn stares from the local 
population. The EV99DVD is reportedly armed with a 5-speaker system 
with dual subwoofers and has been known to possess full Karaoke 
Functions. Last seen playing DVD, VCD, CD, WMA, MP3 and JPEG 
for satisfied buyers. If you come across an EV99DVD Mini System at 
your nearest Pioneer dealer, grab one immediately! 


Li 


“This is the best time to 
buy plasma TV, says 
Samie Lim, president of 
Automatic Centre. “Since 
Plasma TVs were 
introduced about five 
years ago, their prices 
now have gone down to 
as much as 70 percent,” 
he explains. 

He adds further that 
buyers today will even 
get the ‘best price for 
technology since plasma 
TVs technology vis-a-vis 
its price is now at its 
optimum. 

As the pioneer and the 
oldest retail appliance 
store in the country, 
Automatic Centre sees to 
‘it that customers would 
see the latest in 
technology. The 
company has done that 
during its more than 50 
years in the market-as 
betamax improved to 
VHS and VHS to VCD 
and DVD. Automatic 
Centre was also there 
when TV went from 
black to color, from 
mono to stereo to 
quadriphone, and from 
picture tube to flat 
screen and now to 
plasma. 

“The concept of putting 
up an exhibit is also a 
way of ‘edutainment’ 
wherein visitors to the 
exhibit will get to know 
what plasma TV is and 
how it is different from 
LCD or projection TV. 
This is Automatic 
Centre’s way of 
educating people with 
technology as the 
country catches up with 
the more affluent 
countries,” adds Samie. 
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Digitat Natural image engine] 


The Most Refined Design 


DLP TV 


+ The best lens brings the best image quality. Carl Zeiss, the 
world leader-in optics and Samsung collaborated and - 


created the most reliable and precise color expression 
available anywhere. 


«+ This is the DLP™ TV known as, the thinnest and lightest 


product in the world (20% thinner than our existing model 
on the basis of 50"), 


m 9 


TA AA aa 


ade wirati apan tasa 


AiGuching lifovation in picture” 


image Optimizer 


NGA? TI ORT. 


A vivid picture wi high definió at 
Sixtimes Se 
density enhance 


“IE eliminate noise" 3 
Motion Optimizer: } 
boost light and shade 
Contrast Enhancer. 3 

BA. show natural hues _ 
Color Optimizer. 
sharpen the edges 
Detail Enhancer ; 


Now, enjoy brilliant picture, ultimate sound, and 
contemporary design with the new Samsung DLP TV. 


are Plaza, Ortigas Avenue, Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila 
r, dial 1-800-10-SAMSUNG 


hance Vo win a SAMSUNG Digital L 
jung ph, ur mail your Product Haya! 
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Geoffrey shares that the 
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location. 


timate complement they 
ot from the exhibit came 
om a satisfied customer. 
e quotes, This exhibit is 
reat! This is my first 
pportunity to see and 
ppreciate the different 
brands and their products 


on display at one single 


. usually its just 


one or two units I see per 


store I visit. . . the exhibit 


HITACHI 


Inspire the Next 


made it easy for me to 


compare the models I was 


choosing from and decide 


on the unit I wanted for my 


home." 


Geoffrey adds that the 
| customer was obviously hap- 
| py with what we offered as he 

ended. up-coming back a 
F number of times and buying 
F severalunits! 3 
Automatic Centre, estab- 
lished in 1948,is recognized 
as: the pioneer in appliance 


} retailing in the Philippines. 
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| PREMIUM DEALERS: AUTHORIZED DEALER: 
Mis VBAG npa Ra ENE Agar Cet Gotb zz OM 
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The Plasma Pleasures exhibit 
highlights the company’s 
continuing efforts to keep 
Filipinos abreast of the latest 
market innovations and 
technologies while making 
these products available at 
good and reasonable value to 


consumers. 


3 
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‘Tis the season for giving and it’s never been this convenient! Have your way with EasyPay, 
Equitable CardNetwork’s first 4-gives card, and the most accessible credit card—ever! 


Give yourselves a break by swiping 
away to spread holiday cheers this 
+ season! Shop ‘til you drop in the aisles 
of literally thousands of establish- 
ments nationwide where Equitable 
and JCB cards are honored. Payment 
is a breeze, All purchases are auto- 


matically divided into four install- 
ments and billed semi-monthly. 

You can get Equitable EasyPay JCB 
credit card with a minimum of P5,000 
monthly salary. Simply complete the 
application form, attach your payslips 
and submit them to any Equitable- 


PCI and Equitable Savings Bank 
branch. Or you text 
EASYPAY<REG> (space) <Com- 
plete Name>/<Complete Ad- 
dress>/<Telephone Number> (ex- 
ample: EASYPAY REG Elena Vasquez 
7 203 Salcedo St. Legaspi Village 


can 


Makati City / 8677977). Send to 283 
for Smart and Talk N' Text sub- 
scribers; and 2955 for Globe, Touch 
Mobile and Sun Cellular. 

For inquiries, just call the 24- 
hour Equitable Hello Service at 867- 
7977 or 1-800-1888-3264 (domestic 


«+. you'll learn that life gives back 
more than the sum of your efforts . 


toll-free), available seven days a 
week. You may ‘also log on to 
wwwequitablecard.com for more 
details. 

They say it’s better to give than to 
receive. Now, it's gotten even better-- 
with 4 gives! 


Nov: you can havo you wa with EasyPay. The new credit eard that allows 
TL Powered by Equitable CardNetwork 
EHe We abreeze to 

i EasyPay! Simpy attach your payslip o your Pledot E 
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Pop girl Woo can get i now? 


Suu tibi 
A 


[s N 


r PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: = = anas i 


Special PROJECT x i MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2004 
ENTRE 


Ts cus 


December 13-30, 2004 
Alabang Town Center 


antastic : 
reviews 


Having spent more than a 
year in the planning and 
preparation of the first ever 
Plasma TV and LCD TV 


exhibit in the country, 


K E Eis 
Automatic Centre opened to 5 


fantastic reviews and 
significant customer interest 
for the first leg of the exhibit 


in Glorietta. 


“J guess we timed the market correctly,” 
shares Geoffrey Lim, general manager - office 
of the chairman. “We were initially uncertain 

$ of how the public would react to our exhibit, j 
LTV-1720 I5 i : S 3 Üd even as we got our suppliers, banks and credit | 
SRP P54,900 .00 5 


+ PIP (Picture-in-Picture) 
* Resolution 1280x768 (WXGA) j : commercial outcome, we had set out to make 
* Full channel with Electronic PLL TUNER. 5 [- B" ^ " IE 
«Aspect Ralio 163 z = this event.an educational, learning and 4 
* View Angle 160*/160* 

* Pixel pitch 0.288mm x 0.288mm 


card partners on board. However, regardless of |; 


most especially an experiential event. We felt 
that it was time for Filipino families to |? 
discover the' hottest thing in consumer | 
ekctronics: -tolayflat  pand dips | 
(Le. plasma and LCDs).” | 

Mia adds, "When you go on business or 
leisure trips to the US, UK, Europe, Japan, | 
Hong Kong or Singapore, you will notice that | 
RC DUBURVD OSEE —— ij plasma and LCD TVs have become ubiquitous |f 


DVD HOME THEATER SYSTEM DVD HOME THEATER SYSTEM DVD HOME THEATER SYSTEM 
SRP P 16,990.00 SRP P 13,990.00 SRP P 9,990.00 


at airports, in offices, at retail store fronts and 15 

ý 
most especially at home. We wanted to make 
— SC <=} |} surethatFilipino families are able to enjoy that 
DV-X2820 DV-X2822K 


DVD PLAYER DVD PLAYER 
SRP P 4,490.00 SRP P4,190.00 


same experience and decided to conceptualize’ 


“Plasma Pleasures’ in order to share the visual 


pleasures of flat panel televisions in the |! 


Philippines.” 
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A mind of its own. 
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Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 
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IXUS 30 


A style others can only follow. 


ad compat dal caer, Digital IXUS mus once 
the tren in both form ana function. Sheathed morde 
ieck merae body K the powerful DIGIC 1 imaging” 
processor which delivers the nost stunning pictures 
In audition, the superior Canon UA Lens kies High 
Refractive Index Aspherieat Lens] reduces colour 
dispersion to ensure sturp, Mst and true 
colours, Despite tz slimmer ond mare compact 
fran, the straght collapse geit lens 

system ensues tap optical partarmance for 

high image aen always. Take your pick rom 

wo cool designar looks and maka iho timete 

fashion satay now nth the sw XUS A20. 
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mainstream 


State-of-the-art audio and visual digital technologies packaged Y 
into product solutions designed around the consumer 
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= 
Le Laundry reinvented. 


M 
My machine goes through big loads 


like | go through cake. 
I guess when it comes to appetite, 
I've finally met my match. 


“To meet the growing demand for home enter- 
tainment solutions, Sony introduces a range of 
personalized home entertainment systems de- 
signed around the consumers individual 
lifestyles, home and budget. Touted as the most 
desirable brand in home theatre, Sony's WEGA 
"Theatre combines the best of Sony's audio and 
visual technologies coupled with cutting edge 
design and customized service, into different 
home entertainment packages. Each package 
can include a flat screen WEGA TY, DVD plaj- 
ex/AV receiver and speaker system - to complete 
the perfect horne theatre experience. ` 

“With the rapid acceptance of DVD medi; 
home theatre systems have become an essen- 
tial home entertainment purchase. With the 
launch of WEGA Theatre, we hope to bring 
home entertainment mainstream with a per- 
sonal touch by designing a new lifestyle con- 
cept,” said Larry Secreto, deputy director- 
Home AV Marketing, Sony Philippines. 

“By creating different packages with our 
wide range of audio and visual products, Sony 
is able to achieve a new standard in the home 
theatre system market that is in line with the 
technological innovation and superior value 
synonymous with the popular Sony WEGA 
brand.” added Secreto. bur 


Staying in, standing out 

To bring to life movies and music in any 
home, Sony has combíned the best in digital 
audio and video technologies in the new WE- 
GA Theatre system including Wega Engine, 
Digital Reality Creation-Multi Function, S- 
Master Full Digital Amplifier and Digital Cine- 
ma Sound. 

Sony's proprietary Digital Reality Creation- 
Multi Function (DRC-MF) capability is a first- 
of its-kind technology. The unique signal pro- 
cessing system that doubles both the horizon? 
tal and vertical density of the TV image in real 
time. Superior visual quality is 

further guaranteed through Sony's 3D Solu- 
tion. The 3D Digital Comb Filter scans diago- 
nal lines in addition to horizontal and vertical 
lines for added analysis and correction that re- 
sults in sharper picture quality and purer 
colours. The S-Master Full Digital Amplifier 
creates sound output that is as original as in- 
tended by the source as it processes digital sig- 

nals with low power consumption and greater 
| efficiency: To deliver realistic surround sound, 
the systems are also equipped with five match- 
ing speakers for front, centre and surround; 
the subwoofer and color-coded speaker con- 
nectors help make set-up simple and fast.”" s 
Creating maximum entertainment valué for 
consumers, Sonys WEGA Theatre also fea- 
tures Digital Cinema Sound (DCS). DCS is a 
proprietary sound field control and Virtual 


S three-dimensional technology that has the ca- 


3 


New iG Front Loader Washing Machine with the biggest capacity in its class, 
high RPM and crease-care function. It cleans more clothes better in one load, 
making big loads a piece of cake. 


LOADED with FEATURES: The highest RPM. and 

Cees : 
laundry that's gentle on clothes and keeps them wrinkle-free. Intelligent Washer technology that 
senses when clothes are clean. Plus Time-Release Dispenser, Digital Fabric Care as well as long 


life and energy saving features. All of which ensure that it does the wash like you did it yourself 


pabilities to recreate the acoustics of a Holly- 
wood dubbing stages in a customers ówn 
home. 

For more details on how to create your own 
Sony home entertainment theatre, contact the 
Sony Customer Information Center at 878- 
7600 or email info.sph@ap.sony.com. 
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MOVIES IN HIS MIND. "I still have so many 
stories inside me," says Lee. 


By Paul Daza 


Contributor 
T'S amazing that award-win- 
ning screenwriter Ricky Lee, fa- 
vorite of the country's top pro- 
ducers and directors for film and 
television, is still unsure if people 
like his work. 

Several years ago, after writing the scripts 
of acclaimed and popular movies like “Pu- 
song Mamon,” “Rizal,” and “Bagong Buwan,” 
Ricky took a breather from the movies. He 
Worked as creative consultant for ABS-CBN, 
where he supervised the work of other writ- 
'ers in the drama department and helped con- 
teptualize the network’s phenomenally suc- 
cessful teleseryes. 

Somehow, Lee found time to train a whole 
hew generation of screen playwrights 
through his hugely popular workshops. His 
Instructional book, the best-selling “Trip to 
Quiapo," is still considered the bible for any- 
‘one who aspires to write for TV and film. 

When the mild-mannered Lee decided to 
return to the crazy world of movies earlier 
this year, there was no shortage of takers for 

services, even if far fewer movies are be- 
ing made nowadays. 

In this season's Metro Manila Film Festival- 
Philippines, Lee has two very different opus- 
es, both directed by Joel Lamangan: the gay- 
meets-gal comedy “So Happy Together,” star- 
ring Kris Aquino and Eric Quizon, and the 
World War Il epic drama, “Aishite Imasu (Ma- 
hal Kita) 1941," with Judy Ann Santos, Ray- 
mart Santiago, Jay Manalo, and newcomer 
Dennis Trillo. 

Ioumnen Entertainment recently caught up 
with Lee, 

How do you come up with the ideas? 

I just need a few thoughts to start the pros 
cess. “Sabel,” which 1 also did with Joel 
Lamangan (in June), must be the fastest 
script Ive written. He told me about this nun 
who was raped in Muntinlupa. Before we 
knew it, we had fleshed out the story. We met 
‘with Mother Lily (Monteverde), and without 
benefit ofa story line or sequence treatment, I 
wrote and finished the script in four hours the 
next morning. 

“Aishite Imasu" was also inspired by a town 
mate of Joel's. I took three days to write that, 
“So Happy Together,” two days. Its easy for 
me to work with him. Each one knows what 
the other wants. 

Are there any disadvantages to working 
so closely with him? 


Yeah. We constant- 
ly have to remind 
ourselves not to be 
complacent and keep 
exploring “the same 
places.” We always 
say we should uy 
new directions. 
Thats how we ven- 
tured into comedy. 
That's why "So Hap- 
py Together” has a 
little animation, and 
at some point, even a 
talking carabao, 
That's why we dared 
to do (the sex come- 
dy revue) “Penis 
Talks." 

Where 
“Aishite 
come from? 

Matagal na nam- 
ing nilalako yung 
project na 'yan ... five 
to seven years na. 
Na-reject na siya ng 
mga producers kali- 
wat kanan. Until 
Mother Lily said, 
sige, go! 

Joel knew of a 
cross-dresser during 
the war. It started out 
as a simple story, 
which evolved until 
it was no longer just 
a gender issue but a 
tale of love, heroism 
and patriotism that 
go beyond race and 
gender. 

Which of your 
characters have you 
identified with the 
most? 

With Joey (Loma 
Tolentino) in 
“Moral,” and Os- 
mond (Eric Quizon) 
in "So Happy Togeth- 
er." Like Joey, Iam a 
very open person. 1 
tend to experiment 


did 
Imasu” 
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Assistant Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


‘I write because I want to be 
remembered’ 


with everything. I'm also absent-minded. 1 
‘would enter the wrong car, or go to the wrong 
places. The joke is that I don’t direct because T 
have no sense of direction. That's why I start- 
ed writing, to organize myself 

How about Osmond? 

Like Osmond, up to now I'm a very frustrat- 
ed writer with so many stories inside me. Fm 
constantly trying to finish a first novel. And 1 
also have this fear that 1 will be forgotten. I 
wake up nights thinking everybody has gone 
and Lam all alone. I have this thought that at 
my own wake everybody will just leave me ly- 
ing there. I write (also because) I want to be 
remembered. 

What about Osmond's inability to have 
lasting relationships? 

My relationships last six to seven years, 
and there's no bitterness afterwards. They are 
all still my best friends. I don't believe in rela- 
tionships that last forever. 

‘Are some characters more difficult to 
flesh out than others? 

For so many reasons, madali sa aking isulat 
‘ang mga characters na tatlong B—bulag, bak- 
la, baliw. Kaya imagine pag pinasulat ako 
tungkol sa isang baklang bulag na baliw. 

t was easy to write Kris Aquino's Lianne in 
“So Happy..." just thought of Kris. Nahirapan 
ako kay Edilberto (Raymart Santiago) sa 
“Aishite Imasu 1941.” Otherwise I just flit 
back and forth from this character and that. 


"AISHITE IMASU (| Love You) 1949," with Judy Ann Santos and 


Raymart Santiago 


GALLERIA 
kaya! 2, kar! Wing 
‘Ortigas Contor 
434-0908 


MAKATI 
Tower One 

Ayo Av 
848-5444 


It’s one of the perks of being a scriptwriter. 
You get to be all these many colorful chara 
tersall at once. 

‘What is your writing routine? 

Nagsisimula ako at 5 a.m. usually. Umiinom 
ako ng Lipovitan tapos nakikinig ako ng music 
to help me get in the mood. For “Aishite Ima- 
su,” 1 listened to Slapshock. For “So Happy 
Together,” it was Eminem. 

By 10 a.m. I'm through writing for the day. 
For the first draft, 1 just let it flow, without 
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| Anne Curtis, 
seams quce PES builds 
a house 


RAYMART SANTIAGO: 
WHEN she turned 18 in February last year, 


JUDY ANN SANTOS : Anne Curtis promised herself one thing: Now 
BED that she was officially an adult, she would 
4 E) work hard to fulfil her dreams. 

3 TEM EV Her move to ABS-CBN resulted in a lot of 

moviepick projects, including her role in "Hiram" (where 

she formed a love triangle with Geoff Eigen- 

mann and Heart Evangelista) and a semi-reg- 

ular hosting stint on “ASAP Mania.” Anne may 

be seen on yet another ABS-CBN show, where 

she will be introduced as the newest segment 
host. 

Recently, the new Ginebra San Miguel 
(GSM) Blue TV commercial starring Anne al- 
sostarted airing on TV The commercial shows 
her as a teenager having fun in a bar with 
GSM Blue. 

“Tm very happy [with the move to ABS- 
CBN], because 1 finally got the chance to do 
drama, which Ive always wanted,” says 
Anne, who is getting good reviews for her per- 
formance as Stephanie in “Hiram.” 

Anne also recently fulfilled what she de- 
scribes as her oldest dream—to have a house 
of her own. The Victorian-style house in 
Parafiaque, has three floors, three bedrooms 
and a spacious garage. Anne plans to move 
ihto the house middle of next year, when she 
expects construction to be completed. 

"The house is being financed solely from 
her show biz earnings. “Tm still paying for 
it,” says the young actress. “Since 1 started 
2 7 in show biz, that's been my big dream, to 
ET SPIRITOFTHEGUASS  PANAGHOFSASUBA | have a house of my own.” 

Because of the house, Anne says she has 
s earned to be more careful about spending. 

NOW SHOWING She's cut down on shopping for clothes 
< and shoes. "Most of what | earn these days 
goes straight to the house.” 

Te 4 MANO PO Anne is also bent on winning an acting 


PODIUM award. She says it would be a great way to 
AA 


celebrate her 20th birthday next year. 

With the backing of Viva and her man- 
For Sat esr, cal ssa aero ENTE BISOTE ager Veronique del Rosario of the Viva 
URP, S ENTENG KABIS |n hsec E 
7 will get there soon. “I'm very happy with 
my career" she says. "Viva kept its 


METRO MANILA a pee 


‘would start happening for me.” 
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Joshua 
Payne 
revisits 
Friday's 
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MOVIE-GOING LIKE NO OTHER 
AL THEATERS: ULTRA SOUND 
FULL STADIUM SEATING 
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LEVEL 4, GATEWAY MALL 
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LASTIKMAN 


-— 
R Joshua Payne gives the thumbs-up sign at 
‘G.I. Friday's while dining asa guest in the restaurant. Payne was a. 
“dub-dub" (server) and “birthday singer" at TIG. Friday's Arkansas 
10 years ago. Payne, abundantly gifted and blessed with a classically 
trained voice and soul to match, was in Manila recently for a rare live 
performance and to promote his debut album, "My Love, My Home." 
Join Friday's lOth year anniversary bash this month when it unveils its 
rock'n'roll classic collection of dishes and beverages. 
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MetroManila 
in Cinemas 1.163 Pilnafest 
December 26, 2004 to January 7, 2005 


In celebration of the Filipino Filmmaker's Creativity 
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UpClose and Personal 
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thing popular Spanish actor 
Javier Bardem really loves 

about being in the United States. 
Few people recognize him. 
* “Thank God,” he said. “I enjoy it, a lot." 
+ But for Bardem, who is a big star in Spain 
nnd has won awards for his work, his US 
anonymity could well end after “The Sea In- 
side,” a Spanish produetion, hit US cinemas 
this month. 
* Bardem, 35, is not entirely unknown here. 
He earned Golden Globe and Oscar nomina- 
tions playing Cuban activist and writer 
Reinaldo Arenas in 2000's “Before Night 
Falls.” 

Still, he said he is rarely recognized on the 
street, in restaurants or public places, which 
he likes because it helps him in his work. Fur- 
thermore, the actor said he is not terribly con- 
cerned about making itbig in Hollywood be- 
“cause there is plenty of good roles for him at 
home, 
= “This movie is made in Spanish, and peo- 
ple are watching it. 

és a good movie,” he said. "If there are 
good roles, its easy for me to come here. Oth- 
erwise, Iprefer to stay home.” 


] OS ANGELES—There is one 


Must-see list 

In "Sea Inside" ("Mar Adentro"), Bardem 
plays a quadriplegic who wants to take his 
own life but is barred from doing so by Span- 
ishlaw. 

The role earned Bardem the best actor 
award at the Venice Filin Festival in Seprem- 
ber, and the movie was named the foreign 
language film of the year by a US critics 
group, The National Board of Review. It is on 
the list of must-see movies for the Oscars, the 
US film industry's top awards given out in 
February. 

The movie is based on the true story of 
Ramon Sampedro, played by Bardem, who 
was crippled in 'a diving accident and 
fought the legal system for 30 years for the 
right to die. 

‘Through almost the entire movie, Sampe- 
dro is confined to his bed. Bardem has only 
his eyes, speech and head movements to con- 
vey how passionate Sampedro is about his 
cause. 

"Its notas difficultas it looks,” he said. “Irs 
a matter of breathing deeply, relaxing your 
body and lerting the weight of your body dis- 
sipate.” 

He infused Sampedro's eyes and words 
‘with emotion, he said. 


Why deny people's rights? 

Because Sampedro is surrounded by peo- 
ple on opposite sides of the right-to-die issue, 
“Sea Inside” becomes a discussion of the pros 
and cons of assisted suicide. The movie al- 
ready has sparked debate about the topic in 
Spain, and Bardem wants it to do the same 
wherever it plays. 

“I hope ... people can talk openly ‘and pub- 
licly about what this means," he said. "Why 
are we denying [people's] right to do with 
their life what they want?" 

Bardem does not have a background in ac- 
tivism or politics, although much of his work 
in films seen outside his home country may 
lead audiences to think otherwise. 

He was raised in a family of actors and 
filmmakers and began acting asa child. 

After being cast in 1990's “The Ages of Lu- 
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lu,” he won a small role in Pedro Almodovar's 
“High Heels.” 

‘Jamon, jamon" ("Ham Ham") in 1992 
proved to be his breakout role. He has been 
nominated for six Goya Awards, Spain's high- 
est film honors, and he has won three. 

Other than “Before Night Palls,” Bardem's 
most notable role for US audiences was in 
2002's "The Dancer Upstairs.” 

In that movie, Bardem played an honest 
detective in a corrupt government. The fea- 
ture was based bn the Shining Path move- 
ment in Peru. 


To entertain 

Bardem said he doesn't lean toward films 
that make political statements, but he does 
like movies that stir people to talk frankly 
about openly subjects, as in "Sea Inside. 

He also said an actor's job is to entertain 
audiences and is all for good, rousing Holly- 
‘wood entertainment such as the “Lord of the 
Rings" movies. 

In fact, his other recent role was a small 
part in major US studio film “Collateral.” But 
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many audience members may not have rec- ACTING WITH HIS HEAD, Bardem may soon become a widely recognized face in the US. 


"BEFORE NIGHT 
FALLS," which earned 
Bardem Oscar 
nomination. 


ognized him as the drug dealer playing oppo- 
site Tom Cruise unless they saw his name in 
the final credits. 

He said he enjoys his anonymity here and 
in many parts of Europe, not so much because 
he avoids autograph seekers and paparazzi, 
but because audiences don't see him as one 
character or another. So he can avoid being 
typecast. 

‘As important, Bardem said his obscurity 
gives him the chance to walk the streets, talk 
to others, sit at restaurants and observe peo- 
ple in daily situations. In Spain, everybody 
looks at him. 

“In order to do your job, you have to watch 
people, and if people are watching you, you 
havea problem,” he said. 

PK ABER ng 
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The best, the brightest to light up Makati skyline 


ARTIST'S DEPICTION of the spectacle that can be seen as far as Laguna and Rizal. 


AN INTERNATIONAL team of fireworks ex- 
perts has designed a special 15-minute fire- 
‘works show to cap the Makati City New Year's 
Eve Countdown at the corner of Paseo de Rox- 
as and Ayala Avenue on Friday, Dec. 31. 

‘The fireworks design team is composed of 
fireworks show designers from Italy, Aus- 
tralia, Japan and the Philippines who have 
competed individually in fireworks competi- 
tions in Europe, Asia and the United States. 

“This will be the first time that these in- 
ternationally acclaimed fireworks tech: 
cians will collaborate in the Philip- 


the Paseo and Ayala area, where a laser light 
show and a musical production number will 
complement the firework display. 

“In itself, the aerial fireworks will be a sight 
to see, but there will be fireworks at the 
ground level and a special laser light show 
and musical numbers so the best place to be is 
at the event venue,” Binay said. 

The safery factor in.the Makati fireworks 
show is being tightly watched. The fireworks 

show was designed after intensive studies of 
the venue site and other factors such 


as wind direction. 
pines for a show specially made for SHOW “The fireworks will not be set off 
the Makati New Years Eve Coun- THE manually, but by computer. The fire- 


down,” Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay 
said ina statement. 
ers have already brought 
into the Philippines specially made fireworks 
and other countries which will 
be presented locally for the first time. 

“Filipinos will be treated to a spectacular 
fireworks show by some of the best fireworks 
experts from the Philippines, Italy, Australia 
and Japan," Binay said. 

The multi-colored fireworks spectacle will 
feature aerials towering 1,200 feet, illuminat- 
ing the famous Makati skyline of towering 
corporate buildings, 

Organizers said residents from as far as 
Malabon in northern Metro Manila, San Pe- 
dro in Laguna, and Antipolo City in Rizal will 
be able to see the fireworks show from their 
communities, but the best vantage point is at 


x, works design and the firing synchro- 
nization will be controlled by a com- 
putes, coo. There will be no manual 

firing, the mayor stressed 

"The Makati New Year's Eve Countdown will 
also feature the country's top rock acts led by 
Parokya ni Edgar, Bamboo, Kitchie Nadal and 
Asin performing ina dusk-to-dawn concert, 

Jugglers, magicians, acrobats and clowns 
will mingle with the crowd, and will hand out 
party items. 

Makati's five-star horels, bars and food es- 
tablishments will sell food and drinks to revel- 
ers. 

"The Makati New Year's Eve Countdown is a, 
project of Mayor Binay and the City Govem- 
ment of Makati, with the support of Ayala Land, 
Makati Commercial Estate Association 
(Macea), Ayala Center, Manila Bulletin and SM. 


